
    
    

      
       

NON-RESIDENTIAL DESIGN STANDARDS APPLICATION 

Explanations for Non-Residential Design Standards Application 

Completing the application: This application should be completed by the project architect, in conjunction with the 
project engineer. To complete the application, please identify in the check boxes if the standard is being met within 
the project. If the standard is not applicable, please indicate with a “N/A” in the check box provided. Please refer to 
Section 5.6 of the City’s Land Use and Development Regulations to refer to the complete set of these regulations. In 
addition, a user’s guide to assist developers and builders with complying with these standards has been prepared. 
Both the City’s Land Use and Development Regulations and the user’s guide are available on the City of Cape Coral’s 
website www.capecoral.net. For additional information, please contact the City of Cape Coral Zoning Division at 239-
574-0553. Please note that properties located within the Industrial Zoning District are not required to comply with 
the Non-Residential Design Standards. 

Project Name:__________________________________________ 

STRAP Number:________________________________________ 

Street Address:__________________________________________ 

Part I 
General Information 

A. Check One: 

____ New Building 

____ Building Addition or Renovation (>50% of building’s gross floor area) 

B. Pre-application Meeting: 

Has the Applicant/Architect attended a pre-advisory meeting with 
the City Cape Coral? __ Yes __ No 
If yes, please indicate date: ____________________ 

C. Required Plans: 

1. Architectural Elevations: Please provide elevations (North, South, East, West) of the proposed project.  
The elevations submitted will be evaluated in order to determine compliance with the Non-Residential 
Design Standards. Make sure the elevations are accurate and complete in order to ensure that a 
thorough review can be completed. 

2. Site Plans: The site plans submitted will be evaluated to in order to determine that the overall project 
compliance with the Non-Residential Design Standards. 

_______ authorized representative 
or property owner’s initials 
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NON-RESIDENTIAL DESIGN STANDARDS APPLICATION (continued) 

Non-Residential Design Standards 

Complies with 
Standards 

YES NO N/A Appearance, Building Mass and Design Treatments (Section 5.6.5.) 

C. Any side of building which faces and is located not more than 250 feet from an 
arterial or collector street must have at least 35% glazing or no less than the 
percentage of glazing of any other side of the building. 

Sides of a Building. A side of a building refers to exterior building walls and roof. 

1. All exterior sides of a building shall include a repeating or varying pattern and shall 
include no fewer than three of the design elements below. At least one of the three 
design elements shall repeat horizontally and all elements shall repeat or alternate at 
intervals of no more than 50 feet 

a. Visual differentiations of wall surfaces through variations in building materials, 
finish textures, or variation in color. 

b. Architectural features that project from a wall such as bay windows, columns, 
cornices, pilasters, window awnings. 

c. Architectural features that include but are not limited to building reveals, recesses 
or building indentations. 

d. Upper level building setbacks, offsets, or projections that are a minimum of 12 
inches in width. 

2. Buildings which are >10,000 sq ft. must provide 3 of the following design elements. 
Buildings which are < 10,000 sq ft. but > 50,000 sq ft. must provide 4 of the following 
design elements. Buildings which are < 50,000 sq ft. must provide 5 of the following 
design elements. 

a. Architectural features and detailing that creates a frame to primary public 
entrance. 

b. Canopies or Awning that extend a total length of at least 30% of the length of any 
side of a building. 

c. One or more attached porticos. 

d. Peaked or arched roof form. 

e. Overhanging eaves of at least 18 inches on all portions of roof. 

f. Arcade 

g. Colonnade. 

h. Arches or arched forms other than roof forms or an arcade. 

i. Windows or glazing that comprises at least 30% of all exterior walls. 

j. Ornamental or structural details i.e. banding or moldings. 

k. Two or more ornamental or structural details that are horizontally continuous. 

l. A tower such as a clock tower or a bell tower. 

m. One or more cupolas. 

n. Sculptured artwork (excluding corporate logos or advertising). 

o. Vertical articulation of walls, pilasters, columns, or other relief. 

p. Planter boxes that are integrated into the building architecture. 

q. Curved wall containing an uninterrupted curve along at least 10% of the length of 
any side of a building. 

_______ authorized representative 
or property owner’s initials 
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NON-RESIDENTIAL DESIGN STANDARDS APPLICATION (continued) 

Non-Residential Design Standards (continued) 

Complies with 
Standards 

YES NO N/A 

Wall Height Transition (Section 5.6.6) 

A. and B. Any building which is more than twice the height of extant buildings located 
on abutting property shall incorporate one or more the following transitional height 
elements. 

1. Cornices or other decorative elements that run the length and width of the building 

2. Upper story setbacks and offsets at the approximate cornice or roof line of the 
nearest existing building. 

3. Variations in roof planes. 

Building Materials (Section 5.6.7) 

Only the following finish materials are permitted. Please indicate the type of material 
proposed. 

A. Concrete block with stucco finish, synthetic stucco or other exterior coating that is 
the visual equivalent of stucco. 

B. Textured or ribbed concrete block. 

C. Reinforced concrete of any finish. 

D. Glass or other glazing, whether transparent, translucent or applied as a veneer.  

E. Stone or brick, including simulated stone or brick. 

F. Wood, other than plywood or T1-11 type paneling. 

G. Fiber-reinforced cement panels or boards. 

H. Tile 

I. Architectural metal panels, provided that corrugated metal panels shall not exceed 
30% of the surface of any wall. 

J. Vinyl siding, provided that vinyl siding shall not exceed 30% surface of any wall. 

Roofs (Section 5.6.8) 

C. All non-residential and compound use buildings are required to have variations in 
rooflines and roof features that are consistent with the building’s mass and scale. In 
addition, roofs shall include features from at least two of the following five 
categories: 

1. Decorative parapets. 

2. A three dimensional cornice treatment, a minimum of four inches high (not 
applicable along any portion of a wall that is built flush to the side lot line). 

3. Varied roof lines with different roof heights and or separate/distinct roof segments 
that fall at different horizontal planes above the cornice line. 

4. Overhanging eaves that extend at least 18 inches beyond the supporting walls, with 
a minimum fascia of six inches in height. 

5. Vertical variation in the roof’s ridge line with a minimum change in elevation of two 
feet. 

_______ authorized representative 
or property owner’s initials 
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