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Year In Review: .~;_,, v 

Incorporation Was Cape'-s 1970 Top Story 
In this closing edition for 1970, the Cape Coral BREEZE 

presents its selection of the top 10 local news stories of 
the year. 

1 - INCORPORATION. The move, begun many months 
earlier, to incorporate the City of Gape Coral was successful 
on August 18 when the incorporation was approved by the 
voters in a referendum. Organization of the new city then 
began in earnest as 22 candidates went to the polls seeking 
city council seats, with seven finallybeingchosenon Dec. 1. 
With Paul Fickinger selected as the first mayor, the City 
Council, at year's end was busily engaged in trying to 
select a city manager, find a permanent city hall, and pass 

ordinances to get the new city into business. 

2 - CLOSING OF CAPE CORALG~DENS, GAC Properties, 
Inc., closed the Gardens following a final performance on 
Labor Day night which attractedoneofthebiggest crowds on 
record. An unidentified investor group explored with GAC 
Properties, Inc., the possibilif.y of reopening the popular 
Southwest Florida attraction with its Porpoise Show and 
beautiful Waltzing Waters, but at year's end there was no 
indication that it would be done. 

3 - SEWER AND WATER RATE INCREASE. The Lee 
County Commissioners granted the petition ofGAC utilities, 

Inc., in February for a whopping increase of 64 percent 
in water rates and 71 percent in sewer charges to Cape 
Coral residents, then turned over to the Flor ida Public 
Service Commission jurisdiction over further rate changes. 
The Cape Coral Civic Association took up the battle to have 
the rates rolled back, and at year's end had enlisted the 
aid of Rep. Ted Randell and Rep, Lorenzo Walker to intercede 
with the Public Service Commission and, if so desired by 
the Cape, to introduce legislation getting jurisdiction over 
rates returned to the new City of Cape Coral. 

4 - CUTBACKS IN GAC PROPERTIES ACTIVITIES. In 
addition to closing the Gardens, GAC Properties, Inc. , 
curtailed a number of its activities in Gape Coral, providing 
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for a local reduction in personnel and transferring some 
of its activities to its headquarters in Miami. GAC Properties 
President Charles Hepner denied thatthesewereindications 
of a GAC pullout from Cape Coral and assured the Civic 
Association that the company would be in the cape "for 
a long, long time." One noticeable· change here was the 
disappearance of many of the bus loads of customers being 
given tours of the area by the company -- a result of the 
termination of most of its out of state flight program to 
the Cape. 

5 - SEWERS AND SEPTIC TANKS. This story, which made 
headlines in several editions of the BREEZE is a reflection 
of the national concern over Pollution. It involved not only 
the extended discussion between GAC Properties, Inc., and 
the Lee County Health Department over sewer schedules and 
issuance of septic tank permits in various parts of the 
Cape -- finally resolved in agreement between the parties in 
November -- but also action by the State against the Russell 
Park and San Pedro communities in Lee County for dumping 
raw sewage in the Caloosahatchee River. 

6 .- CAPE CORAL CINEMA. The new Cape Cinema, long 
awaited by the residents of the Cape, opened with much 
fanfare late in August. 

7 - SCHOOL BOUNDARY REALIGNMENT. Introduction of 
the Middle School concept into the county school system 
in the fall and the continued Population growth caused a 
realignment of boundaries for attendance at high school by 
some Cape students. A number previously attending or 
planning to attend Cypress Lake Senior High School were 
notified that they would have to go to North Fort Myers 
High School. 

8 - CAPE CORAL BRIDGE TOLLS. After listening to 
objections from the consulting engineers on the Cape 
Coral Bridge, the County Commission acceded to the appeal 
of Cape motorists andloweredthecommutertollon the cape 
Coral Bridge from 15 cents to lO cents, Some weeks 
later, however, the consultants notified the county that it 
technically was in violation of the bonding agreement and 
the tolls were raised again to 12 1/2 cents per commuter 
crossing, 

9 - POPULATION HITS 15,000. The Cape Coral Population 
count as maintained at the Yacht and Racquet Club hit 
15,000 in September, and Kenneth Joy of S.E. 39th Terrace 
was feted by GAC Properties, Inc., and the Chamber of 
Commerce as the 15,000 resident. 

10 - REOPENING OF THE YOUTH CENTER, Closed 
early in the year because of a rumble that brought out the 
Sheriff's Department, the Youth Center was reopened in 
September as parents and organizations got behind a drive 
to provide a place for wholesome activity by the city's 
young people. 

Following is a capsule account of news events week-by-week 
as reported in the Cape Coral BREEZE: 

JANUARY 1 - The year opened on a wonderful note for 

Lt. Col. and Mrs. John S. Finlay of 101 S.W. 52nd Street 
as they learned that their son, Lt. Col. John S. Finlay, m, 
who had been shot down on a bombing mission over North 
Vietnam in April, 1968, was alive and apparently well in 
a North Vietnamese POW camp. Ground was broken for 
Cape Coral's new 850 seat theater at year's end, and 
Gulf American CorPoration, developer of Cape Coral had 
its name changed to GAC Properties, Inc., to better 
identify with its parent GAC CorPoration. Charles K. 
Hepner, early Gulf American executive, was apPointed 
president of GAC Properties, Inc. 

JANUARY 8 - The pros and cons of incorPoration for 
Cape Coral were aired at a public meeting in the Yacht 
and Racquet Club with Senators Elmer Friday and "Skip" 
Bafalis and Rep. Ted Randell in attendance. Paul L. 
Fickinger was chosen Citizen of the year and Paul Douglas 
Latham, outstanding young athlete and scholar from Cypress 
Lake High School, was named Junior Citizen of the year. 
The Cape Coral Bank rePorted 20 percent growth in 1969 
with assets topping $21,780,000. 

JANUARY 15 - Corbin L. West took over the gavel as 
president of the Cape Coral Chamber of Commerce at the 
Chamber's annual meeting. The Cape Coral Bank declared 
a 20 percent stock dividend and a cash dividend of 50 cents 
a share at its annual meeting. Too seeded Jack Staton of 
St. Petersburg won his second successive Ike Macy Memorial 
tennis crown at the Cape Coral Country Club. 

JANUARY 22 - Continuing cold weather which dropped 
water temperatures in canals was resPonsible for a heavy 
fish kill in Cape Coral. Floating on the surface, either 
killed or stunned by the cold water, were many sand bream, 
and a few ladyfish, snook and tarpon among the game 
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Letters To The Editor 
$15,000 Too Much 

Dear Editor: 
When the citizens of Cape Coral approved incorporation, 

they necessarily did not approve all the facts presented 
in the brochure that was presented as an example of Cost 
and Income. 

I believe this brochure presented fair estimates of such, 
however in my opinion I find fault with the $15,000.00 
salary for a city attorney. 

It is a public fact other municipalities do employ city 
attornies at lower salaries on a part time basis. 
The Cape Coral City Council should be able to secure a. 

competent attorney for less than the $15,000.00 figure 
quoted. 

B. F. Hammerle 

Watch Cape Coral Grow 
(Figures compiled by the Yacht and Racquet Club for 
week ending Dec. 26) 

This Last Gain for Last Gain for 
Week Week Week Year Year 

TOTAL 15,540 15,512 28 13,531 2,009 
FAMILIES 5,623 5,613 10 4,964 659 
ADULTS 11,150 11,128 22 9,852 1,308 
CHILDREN 4,390 4,384 6 3,689 701 

Decorations Money Needed 
Dear Editor: 
This is an open letter to the residents of Cape Coral. 

The Jaycees want to express our gratitude to all those who 
helped make our Christmas decorations possible this year. 
However we need many more contributions in order to 
make this a lasting project. If every resident of Cape Coral 
would send $2.00 to the Cape Coral Christmas Decoration 
Fund, we could guarantee a perpetual project. 

All residents, businessmen and organizations who want 
to help with this worthwhile project, please address your 
contributions to the Cape Coral Jaycees, P. O. Box 249, 
Cape Coral. 

Smokey Stench 
Dear Editor: 

Thank You 
Joe Hague 

On four occasions in the past ten days the air where 
we live in Cape Coral has been thick with a smokey 
stench resembling the burning of garbage. It is so bad 
that we must remain inside the house with all the windows 
tightly closed. On three occasions the stench lasted all 
night from about 6 p.m. until 10 a.m. 

We moved from Cleveland to get away from just such 
stinking air. Must we m·ove again to find air we can 
breathe? Can anything be done to eliminate this pollution 
problem? 

Mrs. Philip M. Brown 
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species. Road-E-O teaching bicycle safety was held at 
Cape Elementary School. The Cape Coral Art League's 
fourth national show had 65 paintings on exhibition, with 
Jack Wilson, League president, taking down a second prize 
of $100. Cap Capri took over operation of the Executive 
Golf Club under lease from GAC Properties, Inc. 

JANUARY 29 - The Lee County Commissioners approved 
a reduction in commuter fares on the Cape Coral bridge 
from 15 cents to 10 cents and light truck tolls from 35 
cents to 25 cents. The Cape Coral bank boosted interest 
rates paid to depositors and also increased interest rates 
on some mortgages. Faith United Presbyterian Church 
burned four mortgages in a ceremony marking the property 
as debt free. Mr. and Mrs. George Hesalroad of 5125 
Santa Rosa Court celebrated their 62nd wedding anniversary. 

FEBRUARY 5 - Construction began on the new Cape 
Coral substation of the Lee County Sheriff's office adja
cent to the VIT station near the Cape Coral bridge. St. 
Andrew's Parish elected its first 12-member Parish 

; Council and the first set of triplets to take up residence 
in Cape Coral--Joel Jr., Jeanne and John, aged 19 months, 
children of Mr. and Mrs. Joel Beatty, were pictured in 
the BREEZE. 

Year's Top Stories 
THE YEAR'S TOP STORY for Cape Coral was incorporation. 

in photo above County Commissioner Bruce Scott, right, 
l'nnPr~f:nh1tP.~ P;ml Fil'kinPP.r ~~ thP. nAw l'itv',;: fir,;:t m~vnr. 

FEBRUARY 12 - Construction began on· the new Cape 
Coral Cinema east of Del Prado Boulevard between 46th 
Lane and 47th Street. A serious narcotics problem here 
was disclosed as State and County law enforcement officers 
announced plans to probe narcotics sales to Cape teenagers. 
German-American clubbers turned out en masse for their 
sixth annual costume carnival in the Mardi Gras tradition. 
Cape artists Jack Wilson and Jean Dean took awards in 
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the All Florida annual Fiesta Art Show in Lehigh Acres. 
Taylor Industries re-entered the home building field and 
broke ground for two. model Taylor Homes on Coronado 
Boulevard. 

MR, AND MRS. JOEL BEATTY brought the first set of 
triplets to the Cape. They are Joel Jr., Jean and John 
shown in photo with older sister.. • 

FEBRUARY 19 - Last week's drug crackdown is pro
ducing good results with many calls with information: 
coming in, local sheriff's officials say. A teen age rumble 
at the Teen Club parklng lot--involving many outsiders-
was broken up by sheriff" s deputies, and a dee.ision to close 
the center was indicated. Cape Rotary Club observed its 
sixth anniversary, and 30 new members were admitted to 
the Retired Citizens .Association. 

FEBRUARY 26 - The Lee County Commission approved a 
64 percent increase in water rates and 71 percent increase 
in sewer charges for Cape CQral despite strong opposition 
from the Cape Coral Civic Association. Water charges 
went from $3.50 for the first 3,000 gallons minimum to 
$5,75 for the first 4000 gallons minimum, and sewer 
rates went from $3.50 minimum to $6.00. The Lee County 
Legislative Delegation formally received a bill requesting 
incorporation of the City of Cape Coral at a hearing in 
the Lee County Courthouse. Karen Reed and Roger Tabor 
of Cape Coral were crowned King and Queen of Hearts 
at Edison Junior College, More than 250 attended the 
Charter Banquet of the · Cape Coral Board of Realtors as 
Elwood• Keim was installed as the Board's first president. 

ELWOOD KEThi, first president, holds up charter of 
Cape Coral Board of Realtors. 

MARCH 5 - Gordon A. Berndt was installed as the 1970 
president of the Cape Coral Civic Association, and J. 
Chandler Burton, the Association's first vice president 
became the first Cape Coral representative on the ~ 
County Zoning Board. The new Cape Coral Shrine Club 
also installed officers, with Frank Allen as charter presi
dent. Over 1200 turned out for Kiwanis Pancake Day and 
crowds jammed~the Yacht Club for the annual Hobby Class 
spring bazaar. A two-ounce pup battled successfully for 
life after being born to a toy poodle owned by Mrs. Nicholas 
Fischer. 1104 Dolphin Drive. Ground was broken for the 
new Palmetto-Pine Country Club on Skyline Boulevard. 

MARCH 12 - The new administration of the Cape Coral 
Civic Association got down to business with the appointment 
of a committee and adoption of guidelines to end violations 
of the Cape Deed of Restrictions and county zoning regu
fotions. High winds accompanied by heavy rains swept 
Cape Coral on March 7 and collapsed a masonry wall at 
the construction site of the new Cape Coral Cinema. 
The First Baptist Church scheduled first services next 
Sunday in its new sanctuary, and Kurt Braunschweig and 
crew aboard his big power cruiser took "Best of Parade" 
award for the scond straight. year in the Cape Coral 
Power Squadron's annual Boat Parade. 

MARCH 19 · - Work was completed on the new Sheriff's 
substation near the . Cape Coral bridge and plans were 
announced to move from the Fire Hall to the new site on 
March 30. Heavy rains continued to hit the Cape pushing 
the month's total by mid month to 10.16 inches nearing 
the all time record of 11.77 for March set in 1852. The 
Cape Coral Bank opened its walk-up window, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Winslow moored their 50-foot houseboat 
at the Yacht Basin after a 2500-mile trip from Cincinnati. 

MARCH 26 - Lt. Col, (Ret.) and .Mrs. John S, Finlay 
spearheaded a drive for letters to Vietnam urging release 
of prisoners of war and humane treatment for those held. 
Their son, Lt. Col. John S. Finlay . m is a POW. The 
Civic Association announced plans to seek a roll back in 
Cape Coral water and sewer rate increases granted by 
the County Commission in February to GAC Utilities, Inc. 
Cape Coral Post 90, American Legion, and Auxiliary 
observed their 7th birthday at a party, and sale of the 
Sheri-Robin apartments for $132,000 through Guild Realty 
to Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Desjardin of New Britain, 
Conn., topped weeks real estate deals. , 

APRIL 2 - An estimated 3,000 worshipers jammed Cape 
Coral Gardens for annual Easter Sunrise Ecumenical 
Services. The Civic :Association membership gaveitsBoard 
of Directors authority to work for a rollback in sewer and 
water rates, to include court action if necessary. As end 
of the month figures came out, it developed that March 
set an all. time record in rainfall with an accumulation of 
18.58 inches during the month compared to the previous 
recor, nigh of 11.7'!.in 1852~ Paula Strube, 17, ~prano 
and JQhn Burke, 14,. violinist, both of Cape Coral wer; 
selected to appear with the Fort MyersSymphonyOrchestra 
in its Young Artists Concert. Sunny spring weather brought 
out the kids and hundreds jammed Four Freedoms Park 
for the Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt. 

APRIL 9 - A flood of letters have descended on Mr. and 
Mrs. Nicholas Fischer inquiring the fate of the tiny poodle 
puppy born in. February and weighing two ounces. The pup 
at six weeks now weighs a healthy full pound, Cape Coral's 
semi-annual side.walk sale drew big crowds as merchants 
called it the "best ever." Cape students took the lion's share 
of the awards at Edison Junior College Honors Convocation. 
Karen Reed won the Presidents trophy and Donald E. 
Williams was Outstanding Scholar. 

APRIL 16 - Word was received of the wounding of John 
Metz Qf Cape Coral.. in action in Vietnam. Later, his 
family received a phone call from him reassuring them 
that he was recq...,-,ering all right. Phebe Farrow was 
second runnerup · for the title of Miss Lee County for 
1970, and the Keystone Club packed the Yacht Club as 
residents descended to get in on the Pennsylvania Dutch 
goodies and crafts· on sale. Denni Jordan was one of six 
finalists in the Outstanding Youth Contest at Cypress Lake 
Junior High. The Little League Baseball season opened and 
the king macke;rel began hitting off the Lee County beaches. 

APRIL 23 - Sheriff "Snag" Thompson made Art Lynch 
Cape Coral radio amateur, an honorary member of th~ 
Sheriff's Boys Ranch for Lynch's many donations to the 

to the Cape Coral substation. 
·She's a dispatcher and also 
a grandmother. 

APRIL 30 - Overriding a 
recommendation of the con
sulting engineers, the Lee 
County C ommission in un
animous action apiro>ved re
duction in commute~ tolls& 
the Cape Coral Bridge,from 
15 cents to to cents. Travel
ers who donotusecommuter 
ticket books will still pay a 
flat charge i>f 25 cents per 
passenger , car ~rossing, 
Cape Coral Civic Center, 
Inc., received from GAC 
Properties. Inc., the deed to 
a 12 1/2-acre tract as a 
future building site for the ' 
center. Phebe Farrow won 
the Cape Coral Music Club's ~BE FARROW 
music scholarship as one of Scores m Beauty Contest. 
five finalists among 30 contestants. 

MAY 7 - Judge Lynn Gerald found for the plaintiffs in 
a suit brought by a group of Cape Coral residents to 
enforce the Cape's Deed of Restrictions against a neighbor 
who had parked· a travel trailer on his property in a 
residential district. An errant bulldozer pushed its blade 
through a 900-pair underground telephone cable and dis
rupted phone service for a large segment of Cape Coral 
for nearly 24 hours. Reports from the Weather Bureau 
showed that while March was the wettest on record April 
was the dryest with April 30the 35th consecutive day \dthout 
measurable rain. Lutheran Church youth collected trash 
along Del Prado Parkway in a "pollution protest," 

MAY 14 - County School Superintendent Ray Williams 
told the Cape Coral Board of Realtors of plans for a new 
elementary and middle school in Cape Coral and predicted 
that population growth will make necessary a high school 
on the Cape within five years. Vincent Zarifian received a 
saber as one of two "Outstanding Senior Cadets" at Cypress 
Lake High School, and Phebe Farrow was pinned with a 
corsage . as the years ROTC sweetheart at Cypress Lake. 
Al Smith was crowned golf champ at the Cape Coral Country 
Club. 

MAY 21 - Cape parents organized to fight a plan which 
would reassign 167 . students from Cypress Lake High 
School to . North Fort Myers High School next year because 
of redrawn school district boundaries. Unseasonable dry 
weather put a heavy load on the Cape Coral water plant 
which at times was pumping near its 2 million gallon per 
day capacity. Lady go1fers appeared in outlandish garb 
for the annual field day .. of the Women•s Go1f Association 
at the Cape Coral · Country Club with Med Boynton taking 
the prize for the funniest costume. · 

MAY 28 - Mr. and Mrs. William Muncaster of Houston 
Tex., drove the 10 millionth vehicle across the Cape Corai 
Bridge when their vacation brought them here for a "quick 
look.'' Tropical storm Alma, first of the season, broke the 
prolonged drought by dumping five inches of rain on the 
Cape to the accompaniment of buffeting winds. Sp/4 John 
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·-·-------------------, ranch including a complete I "ham"· station. Phyllis 
I Strapp became the first lady 
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