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Getting Cape . Coral 'on the map' no sim pie . task · 
ByMAJlY JANE HUNTER 

Caoe Coral Buroau· 

After he bought a lot in Cape 
Coral in 1965 for a future retire
ment home, Earl C. Van Swear
ingen returned to Rye, N. Y. and 
mentioned it to a few friends. 

Word got around, and soon peo
ple were talking about Van Swear
ingen's Florida purchase. , 

"Hear you bought a lot in Coral 
Gables," they would comment. 

Van Swearingen patiently gave 
. the correct name and location of 
his future home dozens of times, 
suggesting that it be looked up on a 
map. Unfortunately, he couldn't 

, find a map ·that actually pointed 
out Cape Coral, In fact, he said, one 
had "Matlacha" clearly printed 
where Cape Coral should be. 

So, long before Van Swearingen 
moved to Cape Coral in 1969, .he 
took on the self-appointed mission 
to put his adopted city on the map -
- literally. 

"It isn't that easy," he said. "It 
takes about two years to get map 
companies to change anything." 

When the city incorported in 
1971, Van Swearingen tackled his 
task with renewed vigor, seeking 
help from Cape Coral's first mayor, 
Paul Fickinger. Ficklnger thought 
it was a great idea, Van Swear
ingen said, and suggested working 

• through the Cape Coral Chamber of
Commerce. 

The chamber didn't get much re-

sponse from its letters to the 90-odd 
oil companies who put .out road 
maps, so Van Swearingen took a 
more direct route: He contacted. a 
friend in the giant Exxon Corp. and 
asked that Cape Coral be designat
ed by size on the oil company's 

, maps. 
On an Exxon map that meant all 

of Cape Coral's 100-plus-square 
miles within its city limits, devel
oped or not, would be colored in a 
bright yellow. 

It also meant Cape Coral would 
show up as second in size in Flori
da only to the city of Jacksonville, 
which includes an entire county. 

And it meant Cape Coral's patch 
of yellow on the Exxon map would 
dwarf all other Southwest Florida -
cities in sheer size, no matter what 
its population was at .the time. 

It took until December, 1975, for 
Van Sweatingen's ambition to be 
realized, but when the new Exxon 
map carrie out that month, Cape 
Coral's full 61,000-plus acres were 
shown in bright yellow. And the 
name was in letters big enough to 
see clearly, in a size indicating a 
population of more than 18,000. 

The Exxon maps given out today 
show the result of Van Swear
ingen's quest, and other oil compa
nies have marked Cape Coral 's lo
cation with a circle, a star or other . 
symbol beside its name. 

For instance, Amoco maps have 
a little dot and the city's name in 
letters just as big as those spelling 

out "Fort Myers ... . And; Gulf Oil 
Co. maps mark tbe city's location 
with a star, the same size as the 
star wbich marks Fort Myers. • 
_ So far, however, Exxon is the 
only map with Cape Coral's_ actual 
physical size displayed in color, 
dominating tbe western part of Lee 
County by its sheer size. The map 
makes it easy for anyone to ·find 
Cape Coral now - with no confusion 
about its name. · 

And motorists can thank Van 
Swearingen who simply grew wea
ry of people asking about his lot in 
Coral Gables. 

Earl C. Van Swearingen holds 
the map recognlzlng Cape Coral 




