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LAWMEN AND CITIZENS HUNTED KILLER OF YOUNG JASON VERDOW 
... manhunt was unsuccessful but a suspect was arrested later 

Cape Coral 
. "There's no doubt that our single most important . 

accomplishment is bringing the reverse os~osis pl~nt 
to near 60 percent completion," James White, actmg 
city manager, said. 

The plant, when completed in March 1977, will be 
capable of producing 3 million ga_llons a d_ay from 
previously unusable groundwater, with potential to ex
pand to 20 million. This capabiUty will "go a long 
way" toward solving the Cape's chronic, and worsen
ing, water shortage, White said. 

Other major building projects sponsored by the 
city have been the recently begun firs~ phase of a 
massive program to seawall all 200 miles of Cape 
canals and the installation of 71 miles of sewage ex-
pansion lines. . . . 

White said sewage expansion will continue at a 
pace paralleling the population increase of the rapidly 
growing city 

During 1976 city government faced upheavals re
sulting in the loss of City Manager Lee Evett, but 
White notes that 1977 will be the first year in which 
Cape Coral government begins with all nine city de
partments fully staffed. 

For 1977, White foresees a need to revamp city 
operating policies to clarify procedures_ governing p~r
sonnel grievance procedures and benefits, such as sick 
leave and overtime. 

White sees the need for an increased and active 
campaign to entice light industry to the Cape. "We 
have the room, of course, and we have the labor supply 
too," White said. He has suggested a coordinated ef-

fort of the city and business interests and. the aid of 
profes~ional agencies to attract industries employing 
up to 150 people . 

Finally in 1976, Cape Coral apparently has got 
started on the second Cape Coral Bridge, getting coun
ty and city support for a county-funded feasibility 
study. 

Also in the works are a revamped tennis facility 
and harbor master at the Yacht Club due for comple
tion next spring. White says the city need s to look 
toward wider improvement of recreational facilities 
including the installation of lights at YerDow and Peli
can Parks to facilitate night softball games. 

Another improvement White says is necessary in 
the coming months is a third Cape fire station some
where in the Cape midsection to keep up with housing 
expansion in that area. 

Cape housing starts from January to November 
1976 have been 693 residential units, 30 commercial 
units and 10 industrial. 

And of course, the city council will be faced with 
finding a permanent city manager from approximately 
100 applications. The position probably will be filled in 
January. •· 

Sanibel 
For most of the year, official attention on Sanibel 

was focused on the city's comprehensive land use plan. 
Adopted in late July after 19 months of study, the 

plan limits growth until more public services can be 
provided. Numerous public hearings and meetings 
were held before the adoption and were heavily attend
ed by island residents concerned over the plan's rami
fications. 


