
Cape P.D. Forms Special Squad 
The Cape Coral Police 

Department has selected 
five volunteers from its 
ranks to form an operations 
team which wm be specially 
trained and equipped to deal 
with "crisis" situations of 
many kinds. 

Capt. James E. Carroll 
said Saturday each of the 
five men will become a 
specialist in a given field
"but all five will be 
acquainted with each 
others' specialties." 

"What we will have," 
Capt. Carroll said, "is a 
highly trained unit to use in 
any kind of special situation 
where extra skill . and 
training is essential." 

THE INITIAL com-
plement of five men consists 
of Detective Sgt. Roger 
Butler, Sgt. Fred Koelber, 
Detective Jim Literello and 
Patrolmen Tom Griffiths 
and Sal Giuffrida. 

They will function in a 
group only when necessary, 
Capt. Carroll said. Under 
normal conditions, he ad
ded, they will handle their 
regularly assigned duties 
just as they have been. 

The new specialty squad, 
when acting as a unit, "will 
probably wear fatigue 
uniforms," the captain said, 
but under certain conditions 
may wear standard uniform 
or even civilian clothes. 

The department is 
making approaches to state 
and federal law en
forcement agencies-and to 
every branch of the military 
for assistance in obtaining 
weapons and special 
training. 

"Most of what we are 
getting," Ca pt. Carroll 
declared, "is being obtained 
without expense to the city 
and this has encouraged us 
tremendously. The mem
bers of the team are so 

enthusiastic, they are 
purchasing some of what 
they need themselves." 

The special squad-which 
can be called into action at 
ahy hour, any day or night
will be used to effect 
hazardous rescues or risky 
captures hen routine 
police procedures might be 
inappropriate. 

"We will also use the 
squad for surveillance, for 
security details for 
distinguished visitors, and 
for any raid," Capt. Carroll 
said. "Each man will get 

· intensive training in search
and-seizure and life-saving. 
Each will be a crack shot 
with specialized weapons." 

Chief Jim White hailed 
the formation of the new 
operations team as "a big 
step toward bringing the 
department to more 
complete maturity." 


