
Group 
portrait 

Cape Cor al Police 
Department poses for 
a picture on its eighth 
birthday. Stooping in 
the center is Chief Jim 
White with Capt. Jim 
Carroll on his right 
and Lt. Roger Butler 
on his left. 

( Breeze photo by Bob 
Kay) 
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The Cape Coral Police Department had its eighth bir
thday today. 

On Aug. 9, 11171, the Police Department officially 
became functional. At that time, Chief Jim White headed 
up the department with a lieutenant, two sergeants and 
two patrolmen and two cars. 

The first complaint on that day was a "burning at 
Pinecrest off Avalon" at 9: 58 a .m. 

For this coming year, the city police department has a 
staff of 36 sworn officers and 19 office staff. 

White said his staff members are from many states , 
bringing a variety o experiences which enhance the 

I 

ent celebrates 8t birthday 
department . 

" No question about it , I feel I have the best staff in the 
state of Florida," White said. 

Police Department personnel still with the department 
from the early days with White are Capt.Jim Carroll, Lt. 
Gordon Shute, Lt . Bill Gilmore, Patrolman Andy Costa 
and Patrolman Bernie Schwartz. 

White said he is especially proud of an educational 
program planned for this school year. Members of the 
police department will go to local schools to talk to 
students about law enforcement. 

Members of the police department have always given 
time to the young people of Cape Coral, he said, but now a 
specific program will provide that service. 

"We have a very good department," White said. "The 

credit goes to the men." 
One of the major problems the department faces is the 

city's growth , White said. 
"Our hope is keeping up with the needs of the com -

munity in providing the services ." 
Some of the currently planned subdivisions are going in 

at the far corners of this 104-5quare mile city, he said, and 
these projects are going to put a strain on providing public 
safety for their residents. 

"When you talk about putting 2,000 to 3,000 people in an 
area <separated from the centralized living area) it's 
going to be a problem how to deal with it," White said. 

White cited the GAC Islands project planned for the 
northwest corner of the city, and the Camelot project 
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planned for the extreme southern part, as examples. 
White said with the anticipated growth of 54,000 people 

. in the city by 1985, and maintaining the current 1.3 officers 
per l,OOO residents , the department would have to expand 
to 82 sworn officers and 100 total staff. 

The Cape Coral Police Department then ceases to be a 
small department , he said. 

"I don't particularly look forward to see·ng the 
department grow into a large department ." 


