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City Keeping Close Watch on  
Property Tax Debate 

Proposals could hit Cape Coral harder than most Florida communities
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     The state Legislature in Tallahassee is recognizing 
what local governments have known for some time – the 
property tax system in Florida is broken.   The Save Our 
Homes initiative is having the “unintended” consequences 
that some experts predicted would occur – huge inequities 
in property taxes among property owners. Legislators in 
Tallahassee are discussing ways to address these inequities 
and fix the system.  While the City agrees that this debate 
is long overdue, there is concern about how the proposals 
being discussed in Tallahassee could impact our city and 
the services we provide.
     Some elected state officials have criticized local 
governments and targeted these entities as the culprits for 

rising property taxes.  That criticism seems a bit unfair 
considering the Legislature actually raised local property 
taxes by $500 million this year by shifting some of the 
state burden for school funding to local budgets (referred 
to as the Required Local Effort).  These types of forced 
expenditures without providing the necessary revenue 
to pay for them are commonly known as “unfunded 
mandates.”
    Up to this point, the proposals being floated in
the property tax debate are a “one-size-fits-all” approach.  
This approach assumes that every community has the 
same population, same home values, same service needs, 
same growth rate, and most importantly, the same 
revenue sources.  Obviously, this is not the case.  
     The “General Fund” for cities and counties is 
comprised of a variety of revenues, property taxes being 
one of the sources.  Another source is a public service tax, 
which most other Florida cities have in place to generate 
additional revenues.  Our city leaders have opted not 
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     Thank you for reading this edition of our “On the Move” 
Newsletter.  Congratulations to all of our students who have 
finished another successful school year, and especially those high 
school seniors who have completed their studies.  We wish you the 
best of luck!
      Speaking of luck, our city was very fortunate last year to have 
no direct impact from tropical storms or hurricanes.  June 1st is 
the official start of the season, so please make your emergency plan now.  Before 
a storm threatens, have at least three days of supplies stored, such as drinking 
water, flashlights and batteries, and non-perishable food items.  Please ensure 
both you and your neighbors have planned adequately for prescriptions and other 
medical needs.  If you operate a generator during a power outage, please be safe, 
and operate only in well-ventilated areas outside your home.  Should a storm 
threaten, you can count on us to bring you constant updates from our Emergency 
Operations Center through Cape TV Channel 14 (Comcast cable) and through 
the media.  If we recommend evacuation for your area, please do so at the 
earliest possible opportunity.  Remember, the health and safety of your family is 
everyone’s top concern.
      The city was pleased to dedicate Jim Jeffers Park on June 2nd.  As many 
of you know, Councilman Jeffers was an inspiration not only to those with 
disabilities, but everyone who knew him.  This new park, located next to Christa 

McAuliffe Elementary off Ceitus Parkway in NW Cape Coral, is 
fully accessible, and also boasts two tennis courts and four soccer 
fields.  We look forward to our residents enjoying our newest park 
for many generations to come.
       Finally, as we approach another budget season, your mayor and 
city council are working hard to curb spending and provide our 
residents tax relief.  I have proposed an ordinance that will place 

limits on our budget every year, which should lead to significant reductions in 
city millage into the future.  I have also proposed we reduce our upcoming budget 
millions below last year’s levels.  Finally, there is another proposal that will be 
decided at referendum in the November election that will allow the Mayor to 
have line-item veto authority over the budget.  If all of the above proposals are 
implemented, the Mayor and Council will have a variety of tools that will keep 
spending down.
 
     Please watch for children at play while school is out, and I wish you all a 
wonderful Summer.
                                             
           Sincerely,

M a y o r ’ s  M e s s a g e

C M ' s  M e s s a g e
     During the current dry season, recorded as one of the worst 
since records were kept, we have heard a great deal of discussion and 
complaints about water pressures in the City’s dual-water irrigation 
system.  Let me take a moment to provide some basic information 
that may shed a bit more light on this situation and assist you in 
understanding the unique dynamics of the stress on the system during 
this record drought.  Further, this will provide information about 
what your City is doing to improve system capacity.
     Our dual-water system uses treated wastewater coupled with water from our 
freshwater canals, when needed, to provide irrigation water for our residences and 
businesses.  The system is regarded as the single largest residential reuse water system 
in the nation and is repeatedly mentioned as an important element in Cape Coral 
being a model for water resource conservation and management.
     The system currently has two, 5 million gallon tanks to store treated wastewater 
until it can be pumped into the irrigation system.  This storage and reuse irrigation 
almost eliminates the need to discharge treated wastewater into the Caloosahatchee 
River.  Less than 5 percent of treated wastewater ever reaches the river, and this 
only happens during the rainy season when irrigation usage is at its lowest. The 
end result is no city of our size can claim as little impact on a river ecosystem as can 
Cape Coral.  We are the largest city between Tampa and Miami with our estimated 
population at more than 165,000, and our ecological footprint from wastewater is 
negligible.  
     As Cape Coral has expanded its water, sewer and irrigation systems, there is 
greater demand on the dual-water system.  Staff recognized the increasing demands 

and made recommendations for system improvements to our City 
Council.  All recommendations received approval and are underway 
with several due for completion this summer.  Developmental work 
on some of these projects goes back two years or more.
     Unfortunately, not all of our residents and businesses are as 
concerned as they should be about our environment and our water 
resources.  Due to illegal watering, our system pumps upwards of 

20 million gallons on non-watering days.  This stresses the system, causing storage 
tanks to run dry and the pumps to go offline.  Canals are stressed even more as a 
result of the excessive and illegal watering.  When water levels drop to certain levels, 
the South Florida Water Management District prohibits pumping, and pumps are 
taken offline.  The City can no longer add capacity or pressure to the system.  The 
more pumps we take offline, the more capacity and pressure is affected, thereby 
worsening the low irrigation system pressures some have experienced.  If our 
property owners would stop use of water during non-permitted times, we would 
notice dramatic differences in system pressures and far less stress on water reserves.
     I encourage you to water only during allowable periods and conserve as much as 
possible during the difficult dry seasons.

Thank you for your time.  

—  3  —
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to implement a public service tax.  Our residents also enjoy some of the lowest 
franchise fees in the state compared to other cities.  Because Cape Coral has fewer 
revenue sources than other cities, we have a greater reliance on property taxes for 
the General Fund.  
     In Cape Coral, our General Fund is about 65 percent property taxes, while 
other municipalities are about 30-35 percent.  Because of our over-reliance on 
property taxes, any plan that focuses simply on an across-the-board reduction in 
property tax revenues will disproportionately impact Cape Coral.  
      There are several proposals being put out by the state elected officials.  We have 
no idea where the Legislature eventually will land.  At least one of the proposals 
mentioned would force Cape Coral to cut more than $50 million from its $160 
million General Fund budget.  Imagine if you made $45,000 a year and suddenly 
had to cut $15,000 from your annual income.  What effect would that have on 
your family budget and what you are able to do?  Government is no different, 
albeit on a larger scale of dollars.
     The property tax bill is made up of several different taxing entities (schools, 
county, city, library, mosquito control, etc.)  The City portion of a Cape Coral 
property owner’s tax bill is just 27 percent of the total.  School taxes are by far the 
greater portion, and the state has indicated that school taxes may be exempt from 
any cutbacks.  
     While there is no debate that Florida’s property tax system has to be fixed, 
the current proposals will have major impacts on Cape Coral’s budget.  Every 
department that receives General Fund dollars will face cuts, including Police, Fire, 
Public Works and Parks.  Citizens must understand that cutting one-third of the 
General Fund budget (as one proposal suggests) will result in significant reductions 
in services and loss of jobs.  
     Despite the rhetoric, Cape Coral has managed its budget wisely these past few 
years.  Our citizens want “growth to pay for growth,” and we have used dollars 
generated from growth to pay for the additional services demanded by our growth.  
We kept only the portion of additional revenues needed to meet a desired service 
level and returned the rest to the taxpayers.  That is why homesteaded residents 
pay less in City property taxes today than in 2003.   
     We will be keeping a close watch on the debate in Tallahassee.  We also will be 
candid about any impacts that proposed tax rollbacks or changes will have on our 
community and the City services we provide.  

Proposed Tax solutions continued from page 1

    In recognition and celebration of “National Recreation and Parks Month,” 
the City of Cape Coral’s Parks and Recreation Department will be hosting a 
variety of special activities and open houses throughout July to highlight various 
facilities.  A couple of planned activities include:

• “Draw Your Favorite Park” Display at City Hall – Kids are invited to submit 
original artwork featuring one or more of Cape Coral’s Parks and Recreation 
facilities.  Drawings should be done on letter-sized or legal-sized paper and 
include the artist’s name and age on the front, as well as the words “It Starts 
in Parks!”  Kids may use crayons, markers, pencils or other mediums to create 
their pictures. All appropriate artwork submitted by June 28 will be on display 
in Cape Coral City Hall throughout the month of July for the community to 
enjoy. Entries may be turned in at Four Freedoms Park, Wm. “Bill” Austen 
Youth Center, the Yacht Club, Rotary Park, Cape Coral Arts Studio, or the Parks 
counter in City Hall.

• “Passport to Park Fun”— Destination Recreation! The public will receive 
passport punches for attending free open houses at featured parks each weekend 
in July.  Everyone who turns in a completed passport at the end of the month 
will receive a Parks and Recreation prize pack. 

     For more information or a complete schedule of special activities and open 
houses being offered by Cape Coral Parks and Recreation during July’s National 
Recreation and Parks Month, visit www.capeparks.com or call (239) 573-3128.

Celebrate national recreation  
and Parks Month in July

     Summer is here, making it a great time to hit the links at Coral Oaks Golf 
Course.  The course has added a new summer “twilight rate” of only $16 plus tax 
after 3:30 p.m. for all the holes you can play. (Sorry no rain checks for twilight 
rate.)  Summer rates during other hours are as low as $20 and $23 for Cape 
Coral residents and $23 and $27 for non-residents. 
     The course currently is undergoing a total tee renovation.  Every tee on the 
course will be renovated using Celebration Bermuda grass. The golf course will 
remain open throughout the renovation, with golfers playing from temporary 
tees. 
     Coral Oaks Golf School has been very popular, with the number of 
entrants increasing each session. The Golf School is a comprehensive five-week 
instructional program that meets once a week and covers ball flight laws, full 
swing and all short game aspects. We also hold weekly adult golf clinics on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays as well as Junior golf clinics on Saturday mornings. 
     If you have interest in any golfing programs, golf outings, group bookings or 
would like to hold a banquet or party at Coral Oaks, please call us at (239) 573-

3100 or check out our website at www.coraloaksgolf.com. 

Coral oaks low rates and Tee 
renovations This summer

Parks and public works (roads, medians) use 22 percent of the General Fund budget.
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arts studio set for summer fun
     Sun Splash Family Waterpark officially reopened on March 10, the 
waterpark’s 16th season of operation.  More than 160,000 guests pass through 
the gates every season to experience the thrills and excitement of Cape Coral’s 
premier aquatic recreational facility.  Here are the summer operating hours: 

Through August 5

Daily       10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Thursdays for Date Night   6  – 9 p.m.    
 ($6.95 plus tax per person)   

Saturdays for Family Carload Night   6  – 9 p.m.
($29.95 plus tax for a carload of up to seven persons)

Regular General Admission Rates:
$14.95 plus tax for adults and children over 48-inches tall
$12.95 plus tax for children under 48” tall
$8.95 plus tax for Seniors (55+ yrs)
$4.95 plus tax for children under age 2

     Cape Coral residents receive a $2 discount on Regular General Admission 
prices, with the exception of the Under 2 and Senior discount rates.  Season 
passes are available for those who wish to enjoy the many aquatic amenities of 
Sun Splash Family Waterpark throughout the summer.
     With the 2007 season, Sun Splash opened a newly remodeled Calypso Café 
and welcomed Executive Chef Patricia Schallon to the team. The new menu at 
the Calypso Café features a wide variety of foods at reasonable prices from hot 
dogs, cheeseburgers and homemade pizza to hot Italian subs, Philly cheese steaks, 
bratwurst, chicken/tuna salad sandwiches and home-style chicken wings with 
a variety of sauces. The Oasis Deli and Sun Splash Ice Cream Shop also offer 
snacks and treats. 

splash into summer fun!
     If you are interested in a variety of art programs, the Cape Coral Arts Studio 
has something for everyone. For more information or to register for any of our 
camps or classes, please call 574-0802.

June 4 – August 3
Fine Arts for Kids Camp (ages 7 – 12)

June 1 – 29
Exhibit – Guest Artists Invitational
Free and open to the public. 

July 6 – 27 
Exhibit – Erma Jean Woodis: Florida Beaches & Wildlife
Reception: Friday, July 13 from 5 – 7 p.m.  Free and open to the public.  

July 7 and August 4
Bead Show Sponsored by the Stone Age Emporium from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

August 6 – September 24
Summer Class Session II

August 3 – 24
Exhibit – “Jose Talavera & Florene Welebny: Sculpture & Lens Art”

     The City is completing a project to provide an AM radio channel for 

broadcasting local government information.  WQGU-AM will be located 

at 1610 on the AM radio dial.  The radio channel will be used to broadcast 

emergency information during storm events, power outages and other situations 

requiring public notification.  During non-emergency times, the City will 

provide streaming audio of CapeTV programming.  The City will be finishing 

installation and testing the system during the next few weeks.  The broadcast 

signal will be available only in the Cape Coral geographic area.  

City to add “Cape radio,  
WQgu-aM” as information Tool
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fy 2008 budget 

     The development of the annual operating budget is a dynamic process.  
While the final public hearing for the FY 2008 operating budget will not 
be held until the end of September, departments have been working on 
their budgets since December 2006.
      The first step in developing the FY 2008 was updating the five-year 
asset improvements program for the period of FY 2008 - 2012.  The 
asset improvements program is segmented into vehicle, equipment, 
maintenance and improvements components.  The updated program is 
submitted as part of the City Manager’s proposed budget.
     Each department prepares a proposed budget for the city manager’s 
consideration.  The city manager meets with and reviews each 
department’s operational plan for meeting the needs of the community in 
the upcoming year.
     On June 1, the Lee County Property Appraiser released a preliminary 
estimate of taxable value (Cape’s property values declined by 4.13 
percent). This estimate is provided to assist local governments in the 
budgeting process.  The actual value will not be released until July 1.  

Within 35 days of the receiving the actual value (called the Certificate 
of Taxable Value), the City must set proposed millage rates for both 
general operations and debt service.  To meet this requirement, the City 
Manager’s Proposed Budget will be distributed to City Council by July 
18 with a formal discussion planned for the regular Council meeting on 
July 23.  On the following July 30, a formal vote by City Council will be 
required.  
     In August, staff will be meeting with the Budget Review Committee 
and City Council as requested.  Two public hearings will be held in 
September in accordance with the requirements of Florida Statute 
Chapter 200.  Public hearings must be held after 5 p.m. and cannot 
conflict with budget meetings of the Lee County School District or Lee 
County Government. 
     The public notice of the first meeting will be on the TRIM notice 
(notice of proposed taxes) sent to each property owner by the Property 
Appraiser’s office in mid-August.  
      Additionally, the City’s proposed budget documents can be reviewed 

     Florida receives 1 million lightning strikes per year, the majority of which 

occur between May and September. Lightning is dangerous for the obvious 

reasons, and because it gives no warning before it strikes.  Lightning kills 10 

people in Florida every year.  If you see a storm coming, stop your outdoor 

activities immediately and get inside. Do not return outside for any reason.

      Lightning still can be a threat even if you are inside a building.  Lightning 

can enter your home by traveling through open windows and doors, telephones, 

electrical equipment or appliances, including televisions, stereos, computers, 

video games, air conditioners and stoves. Avoid using these appliances during an 

electrical storm.  Another path lightning can follow into your home is through 

water pipes. Until a storm passes, avoid contact with sinks, bathtubs and 

showers, washing machines and metal pipes.

     If you follow these simple precautions lightning will be nothing more than a 

brilliant, outdoor light show.

      If you are outdoors, avoid water, high ground, open spaces and metal objects, 

including fences, machinery, motors and power tools.  Do not seek shelter under 

a picnic pavilion or isolated trees. You will be safer in an enclosed building or 

a car.  If lightning is striking nearby, crouch down, put your feet together and 

place your hands over your ears. Do not lie flat.

     Lightning-related deaths are usually caused by cardiac arrest. Assist a victim 

immediately by administering CPR (if you’re qualified) and calling 911. There is 

no threat of electrocution through bodily contact with the victim. So, do not be 

afraid to help.

     Stay away from downed power lines.  Coming in direct contact, or even in 

close vicinity, of a downed power line can be deadly. 

     Call 911 to report the location of the line.  Remember that only trained 

LCEC employees protected by safety equipment should touch power lines. While 

you wait for officials, stay away from the line, but watch the area until LCEC or 

the police arrive. Keep children and animals away. 

     If someone comes in contact with a live power line, do not attempt to move 

the victim or the line by yourself. Efforts to pull an electric shock victim away 

could make you a second victim. Call 911 immediately.

     Power lines are dangerous, but if you know the proper precautions, you can 

stay safe.

lightning storm safety 
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rainy season Means residents should Prepare for standing Water
It’s that time of year again. 

     The City of Cape Coral is entering the rainy season, which typically lasts 

from June through September.  Cape Coral receives an average of 53 inches of 

rain each year.  The rainfall is so heavy at times that standing water in roads 

and yards is common.  Standing water is one of the byproducts of living in a 

subtropical environment. 

     It certainly is not unusual to have several incidents and reports of flooding 

during heavy rain.  With the majority of the city’s 53 inches of rain falling 

within a four-month period, some areas are bound to have occasional flooding.  

However, this flooding often results in an equal flood of phone calls to the 

Citizen’s Action Center.  In most cases, if residents can wait a day or two, the 

majority of standing water will drain.  However, there are situations where 

standing water remains for several days, and these are the situations that rate as 

top priorities for response from the City.  

What Causes Standing Water?
During and after a storm, the rainwater is conveyed through the swales, where 

it is filtered.  The filtering process removes heavy deposits before the water 

enters the inlets.  Cape Coral’s stormwater eventually flows into about 400 miles 

of manmade canals throughout the city.  These canals are defined as primary 

stormwater conveyance facilities (drainage systems).  The canals receive this water 

from the secondary drainage facilities, which consist of shallow roadside swales, 

pipes and thousands of catch basins/inlets.   

     With a heavy storm, water will collect in front of these inlets and may create 

standing water within a road intersection.  The reason this standing water occurs 

is because the canal level is higher than normal, to the point where the storm 

pipes are unable to release the water.  When the water reaches a certain depth in 

the intersection, it creates such head pressure at the inlet that the water is forced 

through the pipes.  This creates a siphoning effect, which will drain most flooded 

intersections in a matter of minutes.  If the canal levels get too high in the 

freshwater systems, structures called “weirs” can be removed to bring the water 

down to an acceptable level.    

     The tidal action in the saltwater canals greatly affects the secondary drainage 

facilities when there is a high tide.  As the tide recedes, the water flowing through 

the outfall pipes have less restriction and disperse water from the swale areas 

faster.  

What Can I Do?
During the rainy season, we ask that residents exercise patience and caution 

– patience in waiting for the rainwater to drain and caution in navigating the 

rain-soaked streets of the city.  Working together, the City staff and residents 

can get through the daily deluges without incident or injury.  If you have any 

questions or concerns about flooding or drainage, call the Citizen’s Action Center 

at 574-0425. 

     Note: The City addresses only the flooding that occurs along the roadways.  

The homeowner must handle standing water in the backyard and side yards 

of residences.  While the City can provide suggestions or guidance to residents 

experiencing flooding problems in these areas, actual maintenance is the 

responsibility of the homeowner.

      Balfour Beatty Construction, formerly known as Centex Construction, is 
making progress on two major Cape Coral roadways.  Work on these projects 
includes roadway widening from four to six lanes, utility relocation and drainage 
improvements. 
     Construction work continues on the Santa Barbara Boulevard Widening Project 
from SE 8th Street to Hancock Bridge Parkway.  Northbound and southbound 
motorists now can travel on the newly constructed portion of the roadway.  During 
this phase, crews will continue to work on the installation of curb, gutter and 
drainage structures.  To assist traffic flow, a signal has been installed at Mid-Cape 
Terrace.  Beginning this summer, crews are expected to start work on the intersection 
of Hancock Bridge Parkway and Santa Barbara Boulevard.  The newly designed 
intersection will include a median, lighting, sidewalks and the addition of a left-turn 
lane from Hancock Bridge Parkway to Pine Island Road. 

     Phase II north of the Santa Barbara Boulevard Widening project recently reached 
100 percent design completion. This project is scheduled to start in the spring of 
2008 and will consist of intersection improvement work at Santa Barbara Boulevard 
and Pine Island Road.
     The Del Prado Boulevard Widening project kicked off its first phase in March 
2007.  Construction of the offsite bridges will take place at NE 14th Place and NE 
17th Place, crossing over Jaguar Canal.  Bridge demolition work on Mainline Bridge 
at Del Prado Boulevard over Jaguar Canal is scheduled to begin this summer.  To 
accommodate road construction, traffic will be directed to the east side of Del Prado 
Boulevard and the north side of Kismet Parkway.
     The Del Prado Boulevard road construction involves widening of the existing 
roadway from four to six lanes beginning just south of Pine Island Road to just north 
of Kismet Parkway. The project is scheduled to be complete in 2010.

Progress Continues on santa barbara and Del Prado boulevards
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Code Compliance Process  
Takes Time

     The primary goal of code compliance is to attain voluntary compliance 
with the City of Cape Coral’s codes and ordinances.  Our objective is not to 
fine people.  A major part of obtaining voluntary compliance is education.  
Our officers are working to help residents become familiar with the codes and 
ordinances, and the requirements to bring a property into compliance.  
      Code compliance, more commonly known as code enforcement, is the 
enforcement of local codes and ordinances, building codes, zoning regulations 
and State regulations that affect the community’s health, safety and welfare.  
Code enforcement preserves property values and protects neighborhoods from 
falling into blight.  In a city as large as Cape Coral, this is no small task.  Our 
code compliance officers are not law enforcement officers, and they do not 
have arrest powers.  They handle more then 40,000 calls for service every year.  
      Code compliance takes time.  Our citizens may become frustrated because 
they do not see immediate compliance.  However, there is legal process that 
must be followed to gain compliance.  When a complaint is received, Code 
officers will respond to the complaint within three days.  For a property to 
be cited, the code compliance officer must have personal knowledge that 
the violation exists.  This means they must see it.  If the violation is not in 
plain view, the officer cannot trespass on a property to try to find a possible 
violation.
     Once a violation is found, our code compliance officers are encouraged 
to make every effort possible to work with responsible parties to obtain 
compliance before formal enforcement efforts are taken.  If they are not able 
to contact a responsible party or they are not getting cooperation, the code 
compliance officer escalates enforcement.  This is when the officers must 
adhere to requirements of the Florida Statutes.
    The code enforcement process is governed by F.S. Chapter 162.  This 
chapter outlines the requirements for processing or preparing a case for 
prosecution.  Code enforcement actions are civil in nature, not criminal.  The 
penalties are punitive fines placed against property.  When a violation exists, 
the code officer must notify the responsible party of the violation and what is 
needed to correct the violation.  Violators must be given “reasonable time” to 
correct the violation.  
     Reasonable time is not defined by statute but is determined by the nature 
of the violation.  Violations that require a permit to correct may take in excess 
of 30 days, where moving a vehicle may take a matter of hours.  Once the 
time has expired and the violation remains, the code officer must issue an 
official notice of violation or 
a warning. If a responsible 
party chooses not to comply, 
the case is forwarded to 
a hearing or court for 
imposition of fines until the 
violation is corrected.  This 
process can take several 
months. 
     Code enforcement fines 
are placed on the properties 
of the violation.  If these fines 
continue to run, they become liens on the property. A code enforcement lien 
continues to run until the property is brought into compliance.

If you have a code compliance question, please call us at 574-0613. 

native Plant suggestions  
for rainy season

     As Cape Coral enters the rainy season, residents should not forget the record drought 
and tighter water restrictions experienced during the dry season. These restrictions 
probably will become the norm as the city’s population continues to grow. 
     One way residents can reduce demand for irrigation water is to replace some of the 
St. Augustine grass in their yard with mulched planting beds. There are a variety of 
drought-tolerant, native plants, which would work well in our environment.  If residents 
plant some of these during the rainy season, they will be established and ready for next 
year’s dry season.
 
Common Name   Height

Palms 
   Cabbage Palm    50 - 60 feet
   Saw Palmetto   6 - 12 feet
   Thatch Palm   20 feet

Large Trees 
   Gumbo Limbo   20 - 60 feet
   Paradise Tree   30 - 50 feet
   Wild Tamarind   25 - 60 feet

Small Trees, Large Shrubs  
   Jamaican Caper   15 - 18 feet
   Cinnecord   15 - 20 feet
   Fiddlewood   15 - 20 feet
   Myrsine   8 - 20 feet
   Willow Bustic   25 - 30 feet

Small Shrubs
   Bahama Cassia   6 - 8 feet
   Beauty Berry   4 - 8 feet
   Bloodberry   6 - 8 feet
   Coontie   2 - 3 feet
   Florida Privet   4 - 15 feet
   Gopher Apple   1 foot
   Indigo Berry   8 feet
   Necklace Pod   6 - 8 feet

 
Wildflowers 
   Beach Sunflower  1 - 2 feet
   Blanket Flower   1.5 feet
   Tropical Sage   2 feet
   Sea Oxeye Daisy  3 feet

Vines 
   Blue Jacquemontia  6 feet (vine)
   Coral Honeysuckle  10 - 15 feet (vine)
   Railroad Vine   15 feet (vine)

Grasses & Groundcovers
   Elliott Love Grass  1 feet
   Fakahatchee Grass  4 - 6 feet
   Muhly Grass   1 - 3 feet 
   Mimosa   6 inches

The City offers these plants at native plant sales.  The next sale will be at Rotary Park on 
July 28, 2007, from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.  In addition, the City nursery offers many native 
plants and is open Friday mornings.  Call 549-4606 for hours or directions.
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      Tom Tomich started his fire service 
career in 1972 at age 16 when he 
became a member of the Cape Coral Fire 
Department Explorer Program.  At age 
18, he became a Volunteer Firefighter 
with the Cape Coral Fire Department.  
In April 1977, he was hired as a full-time 
firefighter with the City of Cape Coral 
by the City’s first Fire Chief Tim Herrick.   Chief Tomich is the longest 
serving firefighter in Cape Coral.  
      In 1980, Tom was promoted to Engineer by Fire Chief Steve Smith.  In 
1982, Tom was promoted to Lieutenant by Fire Chief Jim Hunt during an 
opening ceremony for Fire Station 3.  Tom was promoted to Captain on C-
Shift in 1998 by Fire Chief Charlie Johnson and was promoted to Division 
Chief of Operations in 2003 by Fire Chief William Van Helden.  He was 
assigned to the Division of Support Services in 2005.  
      Division Chief Tomich oversaw the construction of Fire Stations 3, 4 
and 8 during 2005 and 2006 with Battalion Chief Larrie Hedrick.  Both 
presently are involved in the design and construction of Fire Stations 9 and 
10 and the reconstruction of Fire Stations 1 and 2. 
     After 30 years, Division Chief Tomich still enjoys every day as a member 
of the City of Cape Coral Fire Department. 

Division Chief  
Tom Tomich  
Celebrates 30 years

     Cape Coral City Manager Terry Stewart is pleased to announce the selection of 
Hector Rivera, Sr. as the City’s second assistant city manager.  Rivera, who is from 
Palm City, Florida, will be filling a new position approved by City Council in the FY 
2007 budget.  
     “Mr. Rivera has an impressive set of technical and professional skills, a broad 
range of government experience, and a strong team management philosophy,” said 
Stewart.  “I am confident that Mr. Rivera will be an excellent addition to our senior 
management team.”
     Rivera has worked at the local, state, federal and international levels.  At the local 
level, he was assistant city manager in Virginia Beach, county manager at Guilford 
County in Greensboro, NC, and city manager at Falls Church, VA.  He was Director 
for Planning & Analysis for the Peace Corps in Washington, DC, and most recently 
served as the chief of party for ARD, Inc.  ARD, Inc. helps people across the world 
create the essential conditions for successful economic development. Since it was 
founded in 1977, ARD has led more than 600 projects in Africa, Asia, Europe, 
Eurasia, Latin America and the Caribbean.
     Rivera has a bachelor’s in Sociology from City College of the City University of 
New York City, a Master’s in Sociology from the New School for Social Research, 
also in NYC, and a Master’s in Public Administration for the University of Hartford 
in CT.  
     Rivera is married to Delia, who is clinical social worker.  They have three sons 
and three grandchildren.  
 
 

City Manager selects Hector rivera  
as assistant City Manager

     This project will provide greater access to the Gator Circle area in the 
northeast Cape by extending Averill Boulevard to Del Prado Boulevard.   
The project includes the resurfacing and realignment of Jacaranda Parkway 
to accommodate the new roadway geometry.  Jacaranda Parkway also will 
be slightly widened and resurfaced between Andalusia Boulevard and Averill 
Boulevard.  Work is scheduled to begin this month and is expected to be 
completed later this year.  Additional access to the Gator Circle area is being 
provided by the extension of DeNavarra Parkway to Del Prado Boulevard.  
This project is being completed through a partnership between the City 
and Lee County School Board.  The DeNavarra Extension is scheduled for 
completion in July 2008. 
     If you have any questions, please contact Maricelle Venegas, at  
(239)-707-9050.  Information about these projects can be found on the 
website at www.capecoraltransportation.com or you can e-mail Maricelle 
directly at info@capecoraltransportation.com.

averill boulevard extension to  
Del Prado boulevard  

stay Cool at the yacht Club Pool
     Make a splash this summer at the Cape Coral Yacht Club Pool.  Join us on Sunday, July 
8 for the 19th Annual Aquatic Festival from noon – 4 p.m.  There will be water games and 
contests for all ages. The pool’s daily admission fee covers participation in all the festivities. 
      The Yacht Club’s synchronized swimming class has been kicking up waves all summer in 
preparation for the 28th Annual Synchronized Swim Show. The swimmers will present two 
shows complete with music, costumes and scenery at 6 p.m. on Friday, July 27 and at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday, July 28. Admission is free.
      Another great family event will be “Family Fun Night” on Friday, August 17 from 6 p.m. 
– 10 p.m. The event features live music, food, refreshments and water games.  The family can 
enjoy an evening swimming under the stars before the children head back to school. The all-
inclusive price is only $10 for adults and $6 for children. Space is limited.  Please call  
542-3903 to purchase your tickets in advance. 
     Are you having difficulty maintaining a healthy and active lifestyle in the summer heat? 
Cool off, and stay in shape, with our water aerobic classes on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday from 5:30 p.m. - 6:30pm. Water exercise offers one of the best full-body and muscle-
toning workouts available. The water actually supports your joints and decreases impact 
while providing 12 times the resistance of land-based exercises. Pay as you go, $5 per class, no 
registration required. 
     For more information or to register for any of the activities taking place at the Yacht Club 
Community Pool, please call 542-3903.
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     The 2007 Hurricane Season is upon us, and we are off to an early start 

with the two named storms.  For new residents who have just moved to 

Cape Coral, this is your initiation into our annual disaster preparedness 

process.

     Floridians observe the Atlantic hurricane season from June 1 

through November 30 each year.  Once again, it is time to make annual 

preparations.  Predictions for this year suggest another above average season 

for storm activity with 17 named storms, nine being hurricanes and five 

categorized as major or intense, which means a Category 3 or higher.

      Residents who were here for Hurricane Charley in 2004 experienced the 

damage of a major hurricane, although most of Cape Coral only suffered 

the impact of a strong Category 1 or weak Category 2 hurricane.  While 

we were only miles away from the most intense effects in Punta Gorda and 

Charlotte County, Charley was a very small and fast-moving storm.  Had 

it been larger and slower-moving, Cape Coral would have seen catastrophic 

results.  Continue to be prepared, plan ahead, and be aware of forecasts and 

predictions as the season progresses.

     With tropical storms, we can experience extremely high winds, massive 

amounts of rain and the possibility of tornadoes.  One of the most deadly 

aspects of a hurricane is storm surge or a massive wall of water making 

landfall.  A good portion of Cape Coral is susceptible to storm surge, and 

this could result in the loss of property or life if one chooses to stay through 

a storm.  Residents need to continue to be very aware of storm surge 

predictions and plan accordingly.  Remember: Hide from wind and run 

from water.

     Do you know the elevation of your home?  If evacuations are called, 

it is important to know this information.  You can find this data in the 

paperwork you received when you closed on your home or with your flood 

insurance information.  FEMA flood elevation maps also can be accessed 

from the City’s website (www.capegov.org).  See the articles in this issue for 

more information on this new online service.

     If you are requested to evacuate, you need to know what evacuation 

route to take out of Cape Coral.    Evacuation signs are posted on the major 

roads leading out of Cape Coral.  Review a map of the area now while the 

weather is still calm.  Learn the safe routes inland, north, south or east 

of our area.  You will be directed based on the category of the impending 

storm and the direction the storm is traveling.   You may be asked to 

evacuate north toward Tampa, east toward Orlando or south to the Miami 

area, depending on the direction and intensity of the storm. 

     A disaster preparedness kit is essential.  There are a number of items 

necessary to have on hand to help weather a storm.  A list is available on the 

Red Cross website, www.redcross.org, the FEMA website, www.fema.gov, 

and the State of Florida website, www.floridadisaster.org.

     Detailed hurricane information for this area is available on the Lee 

County website, www.lee-county.com.  If you do not have access to 

the Internet, the free “All Hazards” booklet is available from the Fire 

Department administrative offices on Nicholas Parkway and from City 

Hall on Cultural Park Blvd.  The booklet also is available at the Cape Coral 

Public Library and the Cape Coral Chamber of Commerce.  Lee County 

produces the All Hazards guide in Spanish, German and Creole to assist our 

diversified population in preparing for storms.

     When considering a disaster plan, please remember to plan for any 

pets, and have food, water and a pet carrier on hand for them.  Pets are not 

allowed in shelters, although limited availability with certain restrictions 

will now be made at the Lee County Civic Center.  Please contact Lee 

County Emergency Management at 477-3600 for additional details. 

      If you or a member of your family needs medical assistance (i.e., 

oxygen or other medical problems that require monitoring), or if you need 

assistance in getting to a shelter, please make arrangements in advance by 

calling Lee County Public Safety at 335-1601.  Do not wait until the last 

minute as this could delay assistance.

     Storm shelters are in short supply in Cape Coral (4,700 spaces for 

164,000 residents).  Because of the lack of space, shelters only should be 

used as a last resort.  A list of shelters is in the Lee County “Big Red” Phone 

Book, or in the All Hazards Guide.  If a shelter is the only option, it is 

strongly suggested that you learn the locations of shelters, both in Cape 

Coral and other parts of Lee County.

     The best plan in the event of a storm is to leave early and get out of 

harm’s way.  The earlier you leave, the better the choice of hotels.  Plus, 

you can avoid the inevitable traffic jam that will occur should a massive 

evacuation take place. 

2007 Hurricane season
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2007 Hurricane season
Here are some steps to take prior to the approach of a hurricane:
1. Protect all windows and the garage door in your home.

2. Trim back all trees and palms.

3. Check your insurance coverage.  Insurance is not available if there is an    

    active named storm in the Atlantic, Gulf or Caribbean, and there is 30-day  

    wait period for flood insurance.

4. Have a family communication plan with someone out of the area to serve as  

    a contact.

5. Purchase enough food, water and medication for 5-7 days for each person.   

    With the heat in Southwest Florida, plan on having one gallon of water per  

     person per day on hand.

6. Keep your car fully fueled.

7. Take pictures and/or video of your home, the contents and all possessions for  

     insurance purposes to prove what you owned should you lose everything.

8. Bring your outdoor furniture inside, and anchor anything that cannot be  

    stored inside.

9. Secure your boat (excellent information in All Hazards brochure).

10. Gather valuables and insurance documents in a waterproof container and  

      take with you. 

11. If you are leaving your home, disconnect power from all appliances, except  

      refrigerator.  

12. Watch TV or listen to the radio for hurricane reports and shelter openings.

13. Keep a supply of cash at home, preferably in small bills.  Banks may be 

      closed and ATMs may not work due to loss of the facility or loss of  

      electricity.

 

     The City of Cape Coral continues to be committed to working with Lee 

County in the event of an impending storm.  The state and county agencies 

are responsible for evacuation decisions and opening of shelters.  We will make 

every effort to warn Cape Coral residents via the media of the status of the 

storm, conditions in Cape Coral and the availability of shelters.  City staff will 

prepare for the storm, take emergency protective measures prior to, and assist 

in response and recovery following the storm.  As long as Internet service is 

available, you can also check for storm updates on the City’s website at  

www.capegov.org.  The City’s AM radio channel, WQGU-AM, located at 

1610 on the AM dial also may be operational within the next few weeks.

     We encourage Cape Coral residents to attend a hurricane seminar.  These 

seminars are announced through the local media.  The seminars provide a 

wealth of information from local TV meteorologists, Lee County Emergency 

Management staff, Cape Coral Emergency Management staff, Red Cross, 

Animal Services and people in the building industry.  You will walk away with 

a better insight into the hurricane season and what you must do to protect 

yourself and your home. As Max Mayfield, former Director of the National 

Hurricane Center said, “Preparation through education is less costly than 

learning through tragedy.”

      For more information on hurricanes and seminars, contact the Cape Coral 

Emergency Operations Center at 573-3022.
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     The City of Cape Coral is providing information to all citizens who live 

within the City’s “Special Flood Hazard Areas” about the potential risks 

associated with these areas and what residents may do to minimize those risks in 

the event of a flood or storm surge.  The map in this publication is transcribed 

from large scale flood maps and shows the “Special Flood Hazard Areas” within 

the City of Cape Coral. These large scale flood maps and other flood protection 

references are available at City Hall and the Cape Coral Public Library.  If you 

would like assistance with reading the map, please call (239) 574-0553 to ask 

for help from the Planning Division staff.  By providing this article and the 

accompanying map each year, the City meets federal requirements that help 

reduce the cost of flood insurance to our residents. 

     Flooding in Cape Coral can occur from two causes, heavy rain and storm 

surge.  Aside from localized street flooding, the Cape’s stormwater infrastructure 

has proven to perform well relative to preventing flood losses to homes and 

businesses during torrential rainstorms.  However, it may not have adequate 

capacity if it rains hard enough for an extended period or if pipes get clogged. 

The other flood threat, storm surge, is a phenomenon usually associated with 

hurricanes.  Amazingly, the storm surge can be as high as 25 feet in an intense 

hurricane.  The areas most susceptible to storm surge are located near the 

coastline of Charlotte Harbor, the Caloosahatchee River and Matlacha Pass.  

Historically, high tides up to 12 feet above normal were reported at Fort Myers 

and Punta Rasa during the 1926 hurricane.  In 1960, Hurricane Donna caused 

high-water marks of 10 to 11 feet on Estero Island.  

     In 2004, Hurricane Charley made landfall on the southwest coast of Florida, 

near Cayo Costa, with maximum sustained winds of 130 knots.  Because the eye 

shrank considerably in the 12 hours before landfall, these extreme winds were 

confined to a very small area, reducing storm surge potential.  During landfall, 

the local area received an average of 3.91 inches of rain. Other municipalities 

within Florida reported storm surge of more than 7 feet and North Naples 

reported rainfall of 7.48 inches.  

     If a hurricane watch is issued, please keep in mind that every hurricane is 

different.  Base an action plan on information specifically pertaining to the 

incoming storm.  The flood zone map indicates the susceptibility of each area 

to flooding. The following information provides suggested actions to protect 

yourself and your property.

What You Can Do:

Several of the City’s efforts to prevent flooding depend on your cooperation and 

assistance.  This is how you can help:

• Do not dump or throw anything into the swales, drainage inlets, canals, 

basins or river. Dumping into these waters is a violation of City of Cape Coral 

Code of Ordinances, Section 9-15.  This includes lawn clippings, horticultural 

trimmings, dirt and fill material, and other construction debris.  Keep in mind 

that any dirt or lawn clippings blown into the street eventually will be washed 

into the drainage system.  Also, all construction sites are required to have erosion 

protection devices.  Material such as silt and sand can reduce the capacity of the 

drainage system.  If this occurs, the system cannot carry the water away as it was 

engineered to do.  If you see dumping into the stormwater system or any water 

body, please notify Code Compliance at (239) 574-0613.

• If your property is next to a drainage inlet, canal, or river, please keep inlets 

open and the banks clear of brush and debris.

• Always check with the Department of Community Development, Building 

Division at (239) 574-0546, before you build on, alter, regrade, or deposit fill 

on your property. You may need a permit to ensure that your projects do not 

cause problems on other properties. If you see building or filling without a City 

permit sign posted,  please notify Code Enforcement at (239) 574-0613.

• Familiarize yourself with the following information on the flood warning 

system, flood safety, property protection, flood insurance, remodeling 

requirements, and beneficial functions of wetlands.

Emergency Warning System

     The Lee County Emergency Operations Center provides the Emergency 

Warning System for Cape Coral. Tune in to local radio or television stations 

listed for the latest distribution of emergency information.  Severe weather and 

flood warning threats also are continuously broadcast by the National Weather 

Service on special weather radios, Channel 4, 162.475 MHz. Because any storm 

is likely to interrupt electric power, it is important to have a radio or television 

that can operate on battery power and a supply of fresh batteries.  Be prepared 

for interruptions of service from cable television providers.   Emergency vehicles 

also may broadcast emergency information over an amplified speaker.

Cape Coral flood risk   
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Flood Safety

     Do not walk through flowing water.  Drowning is the No. 1 cause of flood 

deaths, mostly during flash floods.  Currents can be deceptive; six inches of 

moving water can knock you off your feet.  If you must walk in standing water, 

use a pole or stick to ensure that the ground is still there before you step further.  

Flood waters also can carry microorganisms capable of causing disease via skin 

contact.

     Do not drive through a flooded area.  More people drown in their cars than 

anywhere else.  Do not attempt to drive around road barriers; the road or bridge 

may be washed out.

     Avoid power lines and electrical wires.  The No. 2 cause of death is 

electrocution.  Electrical current can travel through water.  Report downed power 

lines to LCEC or City emergency management offices.   Disconnect electricity 

and gas lines prior to flooding.

     Look out for animals, especially snakes.  Small animals flooded out of their 

environment may seek shelter in homes.  Use a pole or stick to poke and turn 

things over and scare away small animals.

     Look before you step.  After a flood, the ground and floors are covered with 

debris including broken bottles and nails.  Floors and stairs covered with mud can 

be very slippery.

      Never use a generator indoors or in an attached garage.  A portable generator 

uses an internal combustion engine that emits deadly carbon monoxide. Place the 

generator where exhaust fumes will not enter the house. Only operate it outdoors 

in a well-ventilated, dry area, away from air intakes to the home, and protected 

from direct exposure to rain.  After Hurricane Charley, the Cape Coral Fire 

Department conducted more than 400 safety inspections of households in the 

City using generators.  One-fourth of the homes had potentially dangerous levels 

of carbon monoxide in their houses, and 10 people required hospital treatment.

Natural and Beneficial Functions of Wetlands

     In Cape Coral, the areas most susceptible to tropical storm tidal surge 

are located near the coastline of Charlotte Harbor, Matlacha Pass and the 

Caloosahatchee River.  These vast areas extend from Burnt Store Marina to 

just north of Four Mile Cove Ecological Preserve.  Most of these areas with 

the highest susceptibility to flooding are preservation lands owned by the State 

of Florida. By preserving the native vegetation consisting of salt marshes and 

mangrove communities, residents of Cape Coral gain significant protection.  

The mangroves, in particular, stabilize the shoreline during hurricanes.  The 

mangroves have prop roots, leaves and branches that offer frictional resistance to 

flowing water. This reduces storm erosion and decreases the speed of the flow of 

tidal inundation.  It also allows the settling of particulate matter.  Trees use these 

sediments and the nutrients in the water for growth. 

     Additionally, the wetlands provide areas for propagation of marine life, bird 

life, water quality enhancement for surrounding waters, and aesthetic benefits.  It 

is in the best interest of Cape Coral to make sure that the functional integrity of 

these areas is not degraded.

Property Protection Measures

If your property has a low finished floor elevation, you may consider retrofitting 

your structure.  Elevation certificates are available through the City Clerk’s Office, 

by calling (239) 574-0411.  Retrofitting can include elevating the structure, 

flood-proofing doors and walls, re-grading, or installing earthen berms and/or 

concrete walls.  Although these remedies may require a considerable investment, 

professionals may recommend these measures, which could help protect property 

during flooding. One protection measure that costs nothing is to elevate valuables 

if flooding is predicted. This involves putting them on counters, upper cabinets, 

and attics or upper floors.  If you are interested in learning more about these 

options, the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers have publications available on these topics.  Many publications are 

available, free of charge, at the Department of Community Development.  All 

development within a floodplain requires a permit.  For information on obtaining 

a permit, please contact the Building Department, 1015 Cultural Park Blvd., 

Cape Coral, FL  33990, (239) 574-0546.    

Flood Insurance

Most homeowner’s and renter’s insurance policies exclude protection from 

damage caused by flooding.  Almost any building with at least two walls and 

a roof is insurable against flooding through the National Flood Insurance 

Program, which offers affordable, federally-backed insurance.  Structures under 

construction also are insurable.  Contents of insurable buildings can be covered 

by a separate policy, also making flood insurance available to renters.  Many 

people purchased flood insurance because the lending institution required it when 

they got a mortgage or home improvement loan.  Unless you requested that your 

Continued on next page
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flood insurance policy cover the contents, it may only cover the structure.  It is 

possible that flooding waters could cause more damage to the contents than to the 

structure.  If you are in a V-Zone or an A-Zone, you are four times more likely to 

experience a flood than a fire.  Don’t wait for the next flood to buy insurance 

protection.  Because the City provides more than the minimum required flood 

plain management, properties within the city are eligible for a Community 

Rating System flood insurance discount of up to 20 percent.  

Substantial Improvement Requirements

     The National Flood Insurance Program requires that if the cost of 

reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other improvement to a building 

equals or exceeds 50 percent of the building’s market value, then the building 

must meet current flood zone construction requirements.  Substantially 

damaged buildings also must be brought up to the same standards.  Article VI 

of the City of Cape Coral Land Use and Development Regulations (pages LU-

194 through LU 211.5) specifies details on flood damage prevention.  This 

information is available at the City Clerk’s office.

Flood Protection Assistance

       If requested, the Community Development Department and/or Public 

Works Department will visit a property to review its flood problem and 

explain ways to stop flooding or prevent flood damage.  These services are 

free.  If you are in a floodplain or have had a flood, drainage, or sewer backup 

problem, check out these sources of assistance.  We also can offer assistance 

with your selection process if you need to hire a qualified contractor or a 

consultant to help you solve and/or prevent a particular flooding problem.  

Also, if you need advice and assistance with retrofitting a structure to address 

flooding concerns, the City can provide this for you.  Please contact the 

Planning Division at (239) 574-0552 if you need such technical assistance.

     Experts who have studied the problem of storm damage and ways to 

mitigate the consequences formulated the recommendations provided herein.  

Additional information about hurricane procedures is available in the Sprint 

Yellow Pages directory.  It contains a map showing evacuation zones for Lee 

County, primary evacuation routes, and the locations of Red Cross-managed 

emergency public shelters. The telephone directory has lists of materials 

you should have on hand for a hurricane or flood event.  More detailed 

information is available in the All Hazards Guide: 2007 Edition, prepared by 

Lee County Emergency Management, available at City Hall.  By considering 

this information, attending hurricane seminars, purchasing flood insurance, 

and tuning into media broadcasts and other sources of information, you may 

prevent loss of property and life.

Hurricane Evacuation Safety Tips

       A Hurricane Watch means it is time to put the early stages of your 

hurricane plan into effect.  Gather important documents (birth certificates, 

insurance policies, health records, mortgages, deeds, titles, financial 

documents) in one place, ready to take with you.  Every home should prepare 

a 72-Hour Disaster Survival kit in advance to  ensure a minimum three-day 

(72 hours) supply for each person.

     Advise out-of-area relatives or friends of your plans.  Ask them to wait 

to hear from you after the storm and to spread the word to other relatives 

and friends.  If possible, leave early to avoid heavy traffic, possible flooding 

and high winds.  When winds reach 40 mph, bridges may close and high-

profile vehicles such as RV’s and trailers will not be allowed on evacuation 

routes.  If you wait until the Hurricane Warning to leave, hotel rooms will be 

scarce throughout Florida.  Emergency Management officials have developed 

hurricane shelter and evacuation policies. Officials will issue local statements 

on recommended evacuation routes.  Local radio and television will announce 

which shelters will be open and opening times.  Do not report to a shelter 

until it is open.  Because you may have to travel considerable distances on 

unfamiliar roads, include a current road map as a part of your disaster supply 

kit.  Know where you are going and plan the best route as well as alternate 

routes.  A public shelter should be a last option and used only if there is no 

other safe place to go. If your household includes an ill or disabled person, 

check with their doctor for advice on needed accommodations.  Lee County 

has special needs shelters, but you must register in advance.  Familiarize 

yourself and your family with the locations and routes from your home to the 

shelters.  Do not wait until the last minute, if an evacuation order is given.  

If you need to evacuate you might need to move quickly.   Remember, move 

quickly but without panic.
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Emergency Broadcasting Channels 

AM Radio Stations 
WAFC-AM 590 WWCN-AM 770
WPTK-AM 1200 WINK-AM 1240
WNOG-AM 1270 WCRM-AM 1350
WMYR-AM 1410 WWCL-AM 1440
WNPL-AM 1460 WAFZ-AM 1490
WENG-AM 1530 WCCF-AM 1580
WQGU-AM 1610 WCNZ-AM 1660
FM Radio Stations 
WAYJ-FM 88.7 WSRX-FM 89.5
WGCU-FM 90.1 WSOR-FM 90.9
WVIJ-FM 91.7 WAFZ-FM 92.1
WIKX-FM 92.9 WTLT-FM 93.7
WARO-FM 94.5 WOLZ-FM 95.3
WRXK-FM 96.1 WINK-FM 96.9
WTLQ-FM 97.7 WDEO-FM 98.5
WBCG-FM 98.9 WJBX-FM 99.3
WZJZ-FM 100.1 WAVV-FM 101.1
WWGR-FM 101.9 WJGO-FM 102.9
WXKB-FM 103.9 WSGL-FM 104.7
WBTT-FM 105.5 WJPT-FM 106.3
WCKT-FM 107.1
Television Stations

Comcast
Cable

Broadcast (Air) 

WBBH
(NBC)

2 20

WGCU
(PBS)

3 30

WFTX
(FOX)

4 36

WINK
(CBS)

5 11

WXCW
(WB)

6 46

WZVN
(ABC)

7 26

WEVU
(IND)

8 4

CAPETV 14 N/A

STARBUCKS PLAZA
An application is under review for this .75-acre parcel, located at 1810 Del Prado 
Boulevard South. The site plan is being requested with the intent of developing the site 
into a 7,300-square-foot building consisting of a coffee shop and specialty retail. 

OLIVE GARDEN 
This site plan is being requested with the intent of developing a 7,441-square-foot 
restaurant on this 2.03-acre parcel, located at 1910 NE Pine Island Road. This restaurant 
is one of the projects in the Coral Walk development on Pine Island Road.  

CHILI’S GRILL & BAR 
Under review is a project for this 2.13-acre parcel, located at 1760 NE Pine Island Road.  
This site plan is being requested with the intent of developing the site into a 5,634-
square-foot restaurant. This project also is part of the Coral Walk development. 

VENETIAN TOWER II 
This site plan is being requested for developing an 87,648-square-foot, six-story building 
located on Cape Coral Parkway East on a .37-acre site. The first floor is intended to be a 
restaurant consisting of 14,520 square feet. The second floor through the sixth floor will 
consist of office/retail space. 

The City’s Planning Division is currently processing the following Planned 
Development Projects (PDPs) for Cape Coral:

SANS SOUCI BAY
An application is under review for this 47-acre parcel located in northwest Cape Coral 
at the intersection of Old Burnt Store Road and NW 40th Lane, abutting the Charlotte 
Harbor Aquatic Preserve on the north and west property lines.  The PDP is being 
requested with the intent of developing the site into high-rise towers (18 floors over 
two levels of parking), mid-rise towers (four floors over one level of parking), two-story 
villas and town homes with garages, a gatehouse and clubhouse with a community pool, 
tennis courts, a children’s pool and spa.

THE SHOPS AT CHIQUITA
In March, the City received an application for a project called The Shops at Chiquita.  
This 2.46-acre site is located on Chiquita Boulevard between Gleason Parkway and SW 
31st Terrace.  The applicant is requesting approval to develop a Commercial Professional 
Center, along with site plan approval for the infrastructure.  

NORTHWEST REGIONAL LIBRARY
Under review at this time is an application from the Lee County Board of County 
Commissioners for the Northwest Regional Library, requesting approval of a 41,142-
square-foot public library. This 6.2-acre site is located on the east side of Chiquita 
Boulevard north of Mariner Middle School and south of Mariner High School.

TUSCAN PLACE
City staff is reviewing an application from Canzano Realty requesting approval of a PDP 
on a 1.16+/- acre site located west of Del Prado Boulevard and north of NE 3rd Terrace. 
The applicant is requesting approval to develop a three-story office structure (medical/
general) with all required parking spaces, landscape, stormwater systems and open space.

Projects Coming to the Cape
There are a number of commercial and major residential projects under 

review by the Site Development Review Division. 
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     The City of Cape Coral will sponsor two candidate debate sessions, which 

will be broadcast live on the City’s government access channel, CapeTV.  There 

are five City Council seats on the ballot in this upcoming election:  District 1, 

District 2, District 3, District 5 and District 7.  

     The City will hold debates prior to the primary election on Tuesday, 

September 11 and prior to the general election on Tuesday, November 6.  The 

televised debates offer the public an opportunity to evaluate all the candidates 

prior to the election.    

      The primary debates will be Wednesday, August 29 and Friday, August 31.  

Tentatively, Districts 1, 2 and 3 will be Wednesday, and Districts 5 and 7 will 

be Friday.  All candidates will be invited to these debates.  The primary debates 

will be 90 minutes and will begin at 6:30 p.m.  The format is not yet finalized.

      The general election debates will be Thursday, October 25 and on Friday, 

October 26.  The two successful primary candidates in each district will be 

invited to the televised debates.  Districts 1, 2 and 3 will be Thursday, and 

Districts 5 and 7 will on Friday.  The debate on Thursday will be 90 minutes, 

while the Friday debate will be 60 minutes.  

     Please note that the dates and times are tentative and subject to change.  

CapeTV is aired on Channel 14 on Comcast cable and can be viewed via video 

streaming on the City’s website: www.capegov.org.  All debates will be taped 

for replay the following week leading up to the primary and general elections.

City to sponsor Candidate Debates  
on CapeTV

Last summer, FEMA proposed changes to the Lee County Flood Insurance 

Rate Map (FIRM).  The net proposed changes generally were favorable for 

properties within the City of Cape Coral.  However, Lee County, other 

local governments and private property owners would be adversely affected 

if the proposed changes are adopted.  They have challenged the proposed 

map, and FEMA currently is reviewing the documentation submitted by 

the challenging parties.  The revised target date for the new maps to become 

effective is March 2008.  We will keep our citizens advised as the process 

goes forward.

Proposed feMa Changes to flood 
insurance rate Map Delayed

FEMA Elevation Certificates now are available on the City’s website: www.
capegov.org.  This document is required to obtain flood insurance for homes 
built in a “A” Flood Zone. The City of Cape Coral started requiring this as 
part of the building permit file in 1993.
 
Currently, there are about 14,000 of these certificates published online.  
PLEASE NOTE: Only homes located in an “A Zone” flood elevation area 
and built after 1993 will have certificates available online.  Also, not all of the 
certificates issued since 1993 are available.  Some may have been filed with 
the building permit, and some may have exempt addresses.  You can contact 
the City Clerk’s Office (574-0411) to request an elevation certificate that you 
cannot locate on the website.

feMa elevation Certificates  
now online

     Cape Coral’s Index Crime Rate for 2006 increased 14 percent from 

2005, according to statistics compiled by the Florida Department of 

Law Enforcement.  Despite the increase, the crime rate of 3,277 per 

100,000 population is lower than the crime rate in 2002, which was 

3,517 per 100,000 population.  The latest city-by-city comparison (2005) 

shows Cape Coral is ranked the third safest city in Florida out of 19 

municipalities with populations exceeding 100,000.  

     The increase in property crimes was the main contributor to the overall 

increased crime rate. The areas experiencing the largest increases were auto 

theft burglaries and burglaries related to new construction.  Violent crime 

has remained fairly constant during the past four years. 

     “As the city has continued to grow, the opportunity for criminal activity 

also has increased,” said Police Chief Robert S. Petrovich.  “We recognize 

that nobody will ever be able to completely stop crime, but we will do 

everything within our moral, ethical and legal authority to manage it so 

that Cape Coral remains one of the safest cities in Florida.”

     Cape Coral police have experienced significant increases in calls for 

service in recent years.  The department received 131,508 calls in 2005 and 

144,138 calls in 2006.   The Police Department has hired 33 officers this 

fiscal year to help address the additional demand for service.

Cape Coral remains one of the  
safer Cities in florida

Even with increase in 2006 crime rate, Cape still is third safest city.

records Center implements  
bar Coding system

five Council seats on november ballot
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      The City Clerks Records Center, in their ongoing effort to promote efficiency 
and cost savings, is implementing a bar coding system to box, store and track docu-
ments.   The new system will help the City inventory various documents, retrieve 
information in a more timely and efficient process, and process retention dates.   
      The new system uses two bar codes to inventory the documents.  One bar code 
contains all the information about the contents inside of the storage box, including 
retention dates. This information is tied to the second bar code, which has the loca-
tion information so the box can be retrieved quickly.
     The Records Center currently 
stores more than 3,500 file boxes, 
2,800 building blueprints and 
1,200 books. In the past three 
months, the Records Center has 
properly destroyed more than 
820 boxes, and recycled 19,000 
pounds of paper. More than 400 
boxes a month move through the 
Records Center.

rainy season Will accelerate  
Creation of Potholes 

Reporting potholes quickly to City will facilitate repair.

      Potholes are major irritations for drivers.  They seem to appear almost 

overnight, and they grow larger if not repaired quickly.  As some drivers 

know, a large pothole can cause serious damage to wheels and tires. 

      Why do potholes increase during the rainy season?  Potholes usually 

are created when water seeps into cracks in the surface of the road.  When 

the rainwater combines with the vibration of the tires as they roll across 

the cracks, the asphalt begins to fail. Potholes also are caused by trucks 

and buses on a roadway.  These larger, heavier vehicles create movement 

of the subsurface. Once a weak spot forms, every car that passes over the 

spot increases the stress on the road and the problem worsens.   Eventually, 

a section of the material will fail, and a pothole is created.  This type of 

erosion also can be found along the shoulder of the road.

      With the deluge of rain the city receives in the summer, the number of 

potholes increases substantially during the rainy season.  The City addresses 

potholes on the four-lane roads first, and then moves to residential areas.  

       Pothole crews always are looking for potholes. But drivers also need 

to watch for potholes, and try to avoid them.  If you are unable to avoid a 

pothole, brake before impact and then roll through the hole at a low speed. 

     Call the Citizen’s Action Center as soon as possible to report potholes.  

The phone number is 574-0425, or you can submit a report via the City 

website at www.capegov.org.  Select “Citizen’s Action Center” from the left 

column.  Please have the exact location of the pothole (street name, side of 

street, approximate address).  Notifying the City quickly will help facilitate 

the repair of the pothole.  Please note that the City of Cape Coral must 

have notice of the pothole and failed to respond in a reasonable time to be 

held responsible for any damage.

records Center implements  
bar Coding system

five Council seats on november ballot
     The City will be holding its local elections in September and November this year.  
After voter turnout dropped significantly, City Council voted to move the elections 
from the March/April schedule to September/November in off years.
     The Primary Election will be held on Tuesday, September 11. The General 
Election will be held on Tuesday, November 6.  
      There are five Council seats on the ballot this year.  Qualifying for Districts 1, 2, 
3, 5 and 7 will begin at noon, July 23 and end at noon on July 27.  Qualifying must 
be done at the City Clerk’s Office in City Hall from noon to 5 p.m. (Monday), 7 
a.m. - 5 p.m. (Tuesday - Thursday), and until noon (Friday).  City Hall is located at 
1015 Cultural Park Boulevard.
      Council members are elected on a non-partisan basis.  All candidates must be 
continuous full-time residents of the city for the entire calendar year preceding their 
qualification for office.  Candidates qualifying in Districts 1, 2, 3, 5 and 7 must 
reside in that specific district.  However, voting is done city-wide for all districts.
      The filing fee for the office of Council Member is $100 plus the Election 
Assessment fee of 1 percent of the annual salary, which amounts to $162.70 (current 
annual salary is $16,270.36).  The total qualifying fee to run for the office of 
Council Member will be $262.70.
     The terms of office for the Council seats in Districts 2, 3, 5 and 7 are four 
years.   District 1 is on the ballot to serve out an unexpired term, which is only two 
years.  All terms begin on the first regular Council meeting held after the date of the 
election.  For more information, please call the City Clerk’s Office at 574-0412.



—  2 0  —

S U M M E R  2 0 0 7

yacht Club  
Master Plan Continues 

       One of the gems of Cape Coral’s park system, the Yacht 
Club provides residents and visitors a diversity of recreational 
and cultural opportunities. The diversity of uses in this 
park prompted the City to examine opportunities to make 
the park more user-friendly. Currently, the park includes 
a beach, fishing pier, swimming pool, community center, 
boat ramp, marina and tennis courts. This compression of 
diverse activities has lead to park overcrowding and inefficient 
use of this facility. The City of Cape Coral is working with 
Wade Trim, a consultant firm hired by the city, to alleviate 
the overcrowding and continue to bring the citizens of Cape 
Coral the highest quality of recreational enjoyment. 
      Currently there are three, preliminary, conceptual plans 
for the design of the Yacht Club Community Park and four 
conceptual designs for the boat ramp.  At the May 7 City 
Council meeting, City staff received feedback from Council, 
which will be combined with the input from citizens to 
provide the best possible plan for the future of the Yacht 
Club. 
      Throughout the entire process, citizens can get updates 
by visiting the City of Cape Coral’s Parks website at www.
capeparks.org. Questions or comments can be provided via 
email to: capeparks.com. 

     The City of Cape Coral is proud to introduce its newest attraction, Jim 

Jeffers Neighborhood Park. The park, designed to be fully wheelchair accessible, 

is named after former Council Member James “Jim” Jeffers who died while in 

office September 2006. Jim suffered a spinal cord injury early in life and thereafter 

demonstrated every day that using a wheelchair is not an impediment to enjoying 

an exciting, productive and meaningful life. The park is dedicated to his courage 

and compassion, with gratitude for his service to the people of Cape Coral. 

     The addition of Jim Jeffers Park opens numerous recreational opportunities 

in northwest Cape Coral. Located next to Christa McAuliffe Elementary at 2810 

SW 3rd Street, the park consists of many different play and recreational areas for 

citizens to enjoy including four soccer fields, one softball field, two tennis courts, 

one basketball court and two playground areas. The soccer fields will be used to 

promote soccer as one of Southwest Florida’s fastest growing group sports. The 

basketball court consists of two, 10-foot goals and four, 8-foot rims. There is also a 

concession stand for snacks and drinks during sporting events.

     Perhaps the biggest park highlight is the wheelchair-accessible playground 

areas, which allow disabled visitors to enjoy activities at this unique new park. 

The park also features a three-acre water retention pond with a 25-foot floating 

fountain with lights and a walking path.

     The City of Cape Coral Parks and Recreation Department welcomes everyone 

to visit Jim Jeffers Park in the near future and take advantage of this tremendous 

community resource.

Jim Jeffers Park opens  
in north Cape

Parks and recreation  
Programs now available for  

online registration
     Residents now can sign up online for Parks and Recreation 
programs, thanks to the new Web Trac software.  Web Trac is an 
Internet-based registration program that allows customers to create 
their own account and register for classes and programs through a 
user-friendly website.  After adding a class to their virtual shopping 
cart, participants can check out and pay the fees using a credit card.  
     The first Parks and Recreation divisions to offer programs for 
online registration were the Arts Studio and Youth Services.  The Arts 
Studio has numerous fine arts classes available and Youth Services 
offers a variety of summer camps. 
     To create your own account, view and register for Cape Coral Parks 
and Recreation programs online, please visit www.capeparks.com and 
go to “Register Online Now.” In the coming weeks, look for many 
more programs and classes to be available online making it easier for 
people to get active and have fun.  

Chantry Canal update 

Chantry Canal Marine Park at SE 24th Ave and SE 15th Terrace will be 
the newest addition to the City of Cape Coral’s boat ramp program. This 
planned boat ramp will have two lanes for launch/recovery and 76 parking 
spaces, which will be the largest ramp parking area currently in Cape Coral.  
Future plans for the park include updating the existing dock at the site and 
constructing a family park at the entrance to the facility.  Chantry Canal 
Marine Park is located just off the Caloosahatchee River, one mile north 
of the Midpoint Bridge. Avalon Engineering, one of the four engineering 
companies competing to complete the design and construction of the facility, 
has received initial approval from the City of Cape Coral.  It is anticipated 
that the project will be completed within two years.


