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 It is an exciting time for the City of Cape Coral 
Charter School System, with two new schools opening 
this summer. The new middle school (grades 6-8) is 
located next to the existing Oasis Elementary, and the 
new elementary school (grades K-5) is on SW 29th 
Avenue and SW 3rd Lane near Ceitus Parkway and 
Burnt Store Road. Both schools have seats available, 
and parents may register their children at Oasis 
Elementary at 3415 Oasis Blvd. from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
weekdays or by appointment. 

Continued on Page 6

2006 Hurricane Season Underway
 The 2006 Hurricane Season is underway.   
For new residents who have just moved to Cape 
Coral from another state, this is the time we begin 
our annual disaster preparedness and plan for the 
stormy season.
 Floridians observe the Atlantic hurricane season 
from June 1 through November 30 each year.  
Predictions for this year suggest another above-
average season for storm activity.  Storm gurus 
expect 17 named storms, with nine becoming 
hurricanes and five categorized as “major” or 
“intense,” which means a Category 3 or higher.

 What should we expect?  With tropical storms, 
we can experience extremely high winds, massive 
amounts of rain and the possibility of tornadoes.  
With hurricanes, the most deadly aspect is storm 
surge.  Storm surge is a massive wall of water that 
can make landfall.  A good portion of Cape Coral 
is susceptible to storm surge, and this could result 
in the loss of property or life if one chooses to 
stay through a storm.  In cities in Mississippi and 
Louisiana, storm surge from Hurricane Katrina 
washed out entire neighborhoods.  

City Prepares to Open  
Two New Charter Schools

Parents can register their kids in grades K – 8.

Continued on Page 4



S u m m e r   2 0 0 6

CiTy Of CaPe COral COuNCil MeMberS
District 1

District 5

Jim Jeffers
239-707-3844

jjeffers@capecoral.net

richard Stevens
239-542-1457

rstevens@capecoral.net

AJ Boyd
239-945-6665

aboyd@capecoral.net

Dolores Bertolini
239-542-4038

dbertolini@capecoral.net

mickey rosado
239-458-2074

mrosado@capecoral.net

Tim Day
239-283-9884

tday@capecoral.net

Alex LePera
239-574-6112

alepera@capecoral.net

District 6 District 7

District 2 District 3 District 4

City Attorney
Dolores Menendez

City Auditor
Dona J. Newman

City manager
Terry Stewart

On The Move is a quarterly newsletter produced by the City of Cape Coral for the citizens of the city. The publication is mailed as a courtesy to every household and business 
in the city. Comments or questions can be directed to the City Manager’s Office, P.O. Box 150027, Cape Coral, FL 33915-0027 or by e-mail to cmo@capecoral.net.

CiTy Of CaPe COral adMiNiSTraTiON
Assistant City manager

Carl Schwing

City Clerk
Bonnie Vent

Community Development
Norm Standerfer, Director

economic Development
Mike Jackson, Director

Financial Services
Mark Mason, Director

Fire Services
Bill Van Helden, Chief

Human resources
Wayne Howard, Director

Information Technology Services
John MacLean, Director

Parks and recreation
Steve Pohlman, Director

Police Department
Dan Alexander, Chief

Public Works
Chuck Pavlos, Director

editor/Public Information Director
Connie Barron



S u m m e r   2 0 0 6

 What is the cost and value of progress?  How much more 
will it cost to build and maintain a home or business in Cape 
Coral? How many more projects are on the horizon for the near 
future? These are reasonable questions, yet there are no easy 
answers.  What we know is that projects of significant importance 
are coming forward in the next few years. The cost for these 
improvements will exceed $1 billion.  
 Yes, you read correctly, “$1 billion.” If the projects do not go forward, there 
will be a negative effect on the quality of life in our community. However, these 
are large projects that will take several years, and the costs will be financed over 
20-30 years.  Future residents, as well as current residents, will pay a fair share.
 We knew we would arrive at this crossroads at some point; however, 
unprecedented growth brought us here sooner than anyone anticipated. The 
real estate market turned bullish, property values skyrocketed, and nearly 
20,000 single-family home permits have been issued in three years. These new 
homes accelerated the need to extend City utilities into all areas of the Cape. To 
accomplish this goal, plant capacity must be expanded, and new water and sewer 
plants built, which will cost $500 million.
 The timing for these utilities expansion projects could not be more 
challenging.  Following two years of devastating hurricanes, the demand for 

building materials and labor is at an all-time high. The City is 
competing with other projects in Florida and the southeast United 
States, and this has resulted in higher costs.
 Three years ago, the assessment for Southwest One was about 
$12,000. Southwest Four, which is set to begin this summer, will 
be close to $22,000 for water, sewer and irrigation. The upcoming 
expansion areas (SW 4, SW 5, SW 6 and SW 7) will cost more than 

$300 million.
 The projects do not end there. Voters will be asked next April to consider 
a bond issue for a new Public Safety Building, which is sorely needed for our 
Police and Fire Departments. The cost for this facility will be in the $80 million 
- $100 million range. We also need additional fire stations to serve our growing 
community and $200 million of road improvement projects, including widening 
Santa Barbara and Del Prado Boulevard.  
 Your City Council has some significant issues on their plate. It is not easy to 
raise rates and fees to pay for big-dollar projects. We will need to work together 
(the City and the community) to determine the best ways to finance and 
complete these projects. Ultimately, the goal is to build a better Cape Coral for 
the residents today and in the future. Thank you.

 As we say goodbye to our seasonal residents and visitors, we 
usher in another hurricane season. Historically, Cape Coral has 
experienced very few substantial storms in its 36-year history, 
but we have more than made up for that pattern with Hurricanes 
Charley and Wilma. 
 I encourage everyone to review your disaster preparedness 
plan with your family. Ensure you have enough non-perishable 
food and water to last five days in the event a major storm strikes. Portable 
radios, batteries, flashlights, are also staples of any hurricane kit. Also plan to 
have enough necessary medication, and please look after your neighbors. If a 
storm is forecast, make sure you are prepared. Do not be complacent and ignore 
the warnings. We saw the devastating effects that a hurricane can have on a 
community with Hurricane Katrina, and that storm ended up being a Category 3 
by the time she made landfall.  
 Should a storm threaten, you can count on me and our City staff to provide 
you the most up to date information on the storm and evacuation plans. We 
broadcast emergency messages around the clock during Hurricane Warnings 
on CapeTV, Channel 14 on Time-Warner cable. Information also is available 
through our Citizens Action Center at 574-0425, and the City is working on 

setting up an AM radio channel that will be used for providing 
updates. We hope to have the radio system operational for this 
hurricane season.  
 As we move into the rainy season, we are keeping our recent dry 
season clearly in mind and are planning in advance. We have extensive 
improvements to our water system being implemented as we speak. 
Our weirs, which contain the freshwater canal systems from which 

we draw dual water, are being raised to add millions of gallons of water capacity 
for next year. Deep wells are planned where we will store excess water during the 
summer for use during dry season. I applaud staff for their innovative plans for 
improvements to our water system, and the public will see the results from these 
improvements very soon.
 Even with these improvements, we still need our residents to follow the 
year-round watering schedule. We have not yet experienced the regular rainfall of 
the summer months, and our water supplies still need time to recover from the 
extended dry season and the overuse of water for irrigation.
 On a final note, our children are enjoying summer after a long school year. 
Please obey speed limits and pay special attention when driving in residential 
neighborhoods. Also, be watchful around the swimming pools. Sincerely,

M a y O r ’ S  M e S S a g e

C M ' S  M e S S a g e
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Remember the most important rule of storms:  
Hide from wind and run from water.

Know the Elevation of Your Home
 Do you know the elevation of your home?  If evacuations are called,  
it is important to know this information.  You can find this data in the 
paperwork you received when you closed on your home or with your flood 
insurance information.
 If you are requested to evacuate, you need to know which evacuation route 
to take out of Cape Coral.    Evacuation signs are posted on the major roads 
leading out of Cape Coral.  Review a map of the area now while the weather is 
still calm.  Learn the safe routes inland, north, south or east of our area.  You 
will be directed based on the category of the impending storm and the direction 
the storm is traveling.  You may be asked to evacuate north toward Tampa, east 
toward Orlando or south to the Miami area, depending on the direction and 
intensity of the storm.  The evacuation request may come even while the sun is 
shining, but heed the warning.  

Prepare a Kit
 A disaster preparedness kit is essential.  There are a number of items 
necessary to have on hand to help weather a storm.  A list is available on the 
Red Cross web site, www.redcross.org, the FEMA web site, www.fema.gov,  
and the State of Florida web site, www.floridadisaster.org.
 Detailed hurricane information for this area is available on the Lee County 
website, www.lee-county.com.  If you do not have access to the Internet,  
an “All Hazards” booklet with extensive hurricane preparation information is 
available from the Fire Department administrative offices on Nicholas Parkway 
and from City Hall on Cultural Park Blvd.  It is also available at the Cape Coral 
Public Library, and the Cape Coral Chamber of Commerce.  This publication 
is free.  In addition, Lee County is producing this All Hazards guide in Spanish, 
German and Creole to assist our diversified population in preparing for storms.

Don’t Forget Your Pets or Medical Necessities 
 When considering a disaster plan, please remember to plan for any pets, 
and to have food, water and a pet carrier on hand for them.  Pets generally are 
not allowed in shelters, although limited availability with certain restrictions 
will be made at the Lee County Civic Center.  Please contact Lee County 
Emergency Management at 477-3600 for additional details. 
 If you or a member of your family needs medical assistance, i.e., oxygen or 
have other medical problems that require monitoring, or if you need assistance 
in getting to a shelter, please make arrangements in advance by calling  
Lee County Public Safety at 335-1601.  Do not wait until the last minute as 
this could delay assistance.

 Storm shelters are in short supply in Cape Coral (about 5,000 spaces for 
154,000+ residents).  Because of the lack of space, shelters only should be used 
as a last resort.  A list of shelters is in the Lee County "Big Red" Phone Book, or 
in the All Hazards Guide.  If a shelter is the only option, it is strongly suggested 
that you learn the locations of shelters, both in Cape Coral and in other parts of 
Lee County.
 The best plan in the event of a storm is to leave early and get out of harm’s 
way.  The earlier you leave, the better the choice of hotels.  Plus, you can avoid 
the inevitable traffic jam that will occur should a massive evacuation take place. 

2006 Hurricane Season underway continued from page 1

Here are some steps to take prior to the approach of a hurricane:

1. Protect all windows and the garage door in your home.

2. Trim back all trees and palms.

3. Check your insurance coverage.  New insurance is not available if there 
is an active named storm in the Atlantic, Gulf or Caribbean, and there 
is 30-day wait period for flood insurance.

4. Have a family communication plan with someone out of the area to 
serve as a contact.

5. Purchase enough food, water and medication for 5-7 days for each 
person.  (With the heat in Southwest Florida, plan on having one 
gallon of water per person, per day on hand).

6. Keep your car fully fueled.

7. Take pictures and/or video of your home, the contents and all 
possessions for insurance purposes to prove what you owned should 
you lose everything.

8. Bring your outdoor furniture inside, and anchor anything that cannot 
be stored inside.

9. Secure your boat (excellent information on this process is available in 
the All Hazards brochure).

10. Gather valuables and insurance documents in a waterproof container 
and take with you. 

11. If you are leaving your home, disconnect power from all appliances,  
except refrigerator.  

12. Watch TV or listen to the radio for hurricane reports and shelter 
openings.

13. Keep a supply of cash at home, preferably in small bills.  Banks may 
be closed, and ATMs may not work due to loss of the facility or loss 
of electricity.

The City of Cape Coral continues to be committed to working with 
Lee County in the event of an impending storm.  The state and county 
agencies are responsible for evacuation decisions and opening of shelters.  
We will make every effort to warn Cape Coral residents in advance.



S u m m e r   2 0 0 6

—  5  —

Santa barbara Construction update
 The Santa Barbara Boulevard road widening project is the first major 
corridor to be constructed as part of the City of Cape Coral’s Five-Year Road 
Improvement Program managed by Centex Construction. The road will be 
widened from four to six lanes from Gleason Parkway to Pine Island Road.  
 The road project will be constructed in several phases. Cadman Canal 
Bridge widening (near the entrance to Sun Splash Waterpark), the first of 
these phases, began in March. To date, all utilities on the west side of the 
bridge have been relocated to allow for new piles to support the additional 
lanes. The work on the Cadman Canal Bridge is expected to be completed by 
the end of the summer.
 Motorists may experience some slowing of traffic while crossing the 
bridge as the outer lanes will be closed to traffic for expansion purposes. 
Inside lanes will be open to minimize the impact to the public by providing 
one lane of traffic in both directions.
 The widening of Santa Barbara Boulevard from just south of SE 8th 
Street, north to SE 3rd Terrace, will follow. This second phase of roadway 
improvements on Santa Barbara will include the installation of curbs and 
gutters, median landscaping, irrigation, sidewalks and new traffic signals. 
Construction will begin as soon as the Cadman Canal Bridge is complete.
More than 50 area residents and business owners attended an Open House 
hosted by the City of Cape Coral on April 25 at Gulf Coast Village to review 
Santa Barbara Boulevard road improvements.  The meeting provided a 
forum for citizens to discuss proposed construction activities with City staff 
members and consultants. 
 Road widening also is planned from SE 3rd Terrace to Pine Island Road,
and work is being done on the design of the Hancock Bridge Parkway
extension. Design should be completed in 2007. 
 The design for the last phase of Santa Barbara Boulevard improvements, 
a 2.8-mile stretch of roadway from Gleason Parkway to SE 8th Street, is 
underway and is expected to be completed by the end of the year.   
 A construction schedule has yet to be finalized for this section. 
For more information about the road construction projects, please 
visit the website for the City’s Five-Year Road Improvement Projects at 
capecoraltransportation.com.

Pull the Plug, Protect your Computer
 Florida is the “Lightning Capital of the World” with regular occurrences 
of surges, spikes, brownouts and blackouts.  If lightning strikes a nearby 
transformer, the surge may be powerful enough to travel quickly through 
wiring and phone lines with a damaging electrical force.  The electrical surge 
slams into your computer via the outlet or phone lines, and in one second, 
your computer is gone.  
 There is only one sure way to prevent damaging your computer during 
one of Cape Coral’s powerful thunderstorms.  Disconnect your computer 
from the power source and phone line.  Do not do one and not the other.  
Remember, lightning can travel through phone lines and electric lines.  
One way to provide some protection from minor power surges is to connect 
the PC to a UPS or surge protector unit.  You spend good money on a 
computer, and purchasing a surge protector is a small investment to help 
prevent damage from some of the smaller power surges.  However, surge 
protectors will not be adequate protection against a lightning strike.  Phone 
lines are completely unprotected.  
 Because local electric companies cannot provide the clean, consistent 
power demanded by sensitive electronics, you are responsible for the safe 
operation and protection of this equipment.  Do not take any chances with 
lightning, especially here in Cape Coral.  Do your computer a favor, and 
disconnect the equipment during a storm.  This will ensure that your PC will 
live to see another day of surfing the net.

 The City’s Human Resources Department has a new 
director, Wayne C. Howard.  Howard was selected by 
City Manager Terry Stewart to lead the department after a panel narrowed the 
interviewees to seven finalists.  
 Howard is the former Human Resources Director with the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library for the City of Baltimore.  Prior to working for the library system, 
Howard spent 28 years with the State of Maryland Health Department, an 
agency that employed more than 10,000. He served as Deputy Director for 
Human Resources as well as Chief of the Testing Services Division and Special 
Assistant to the Director.  He served as the Equal Employment Opportunity 
(EEO) designee for his office.
 Howard obtained his Master’s Degree in Public Policy from the University 
of Maryland in 2003. He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology and Social 
Work also from the University of Maryland.  Howard is the father of five and 
enjoys photography, tennis and cycling.

Howard Hired as New  
Human resources director

Council increases fines  
for irrigation Violations

The City Council approved a resolution that increases the fines for watering 
violations and removes the mandatory fine for the first violation.  Homeowners 
will receive no fine for the first violation, which previously was $25.  However, 
the second violation is $50, the third is $200 and the fourth and subsequent 
violations are $400.
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 One of the tasks in creating a new school is the hiring of staff.  North 
elementary principal Dr. Lee Bush, and middle school principal Chris Terrill 
have been active in filling the positions with positive people eager to join 
the City of Cape Coral Charter School System.  The reputation of being a 
challenging yet fun school system is spreading in Cape Coral, and parents are 
thrilled with the quality of the teachers and support staff at the schools who 
work with their children.
 Parents should be encouraged by the small class sizes, which range from  
18 students in grades K – 3 to 22 students in grades 4 – 8.  With enrollment 
at each school limited to 600, a more intimate environment for learning can 
be created. 
 Teachers’ classrooms have the latest equipment, including five computers 
per class, “document cameras” that let a teacher project any text page or 
picture on a screen, and “smartboards” for multi-media presentations. At the 
elementary, children and teachers receive extra support by having one teacher 
assistant for each two teachers. This allows for more individualized instruction 
to meet student needs, and gives teachers flexibility in groupings for learning.  
The elementary schools have a “no homework” policy that gives parents 
opportunities to share family and extracurricular time in the evenings,  
or enhance their child’s education through family reading support.

 The schools also have a uniform policy, which gives all students a sense 
of pride and belonging to the school, and creates a social equality for better 
relationships. Parents like the low prices and an end to the “what to wear 
today” syndrome.  Students have color and style choices of clothes.
 At the heart of the City of Cape Coral Charter School System is the Core 
Knowledge Curriculum.  Students in grades K-8 will engage in a shared, 
specific, sequenced and challenging curriculum that emphasizes traditional, 
factual knowledge.  The staff has aligned the Core Knowledge curriculum with 
the Sunshine State Standards to ensure that our students perform well on the 
Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT).  Evidence of this alignment 
and quality of the content was shown in our performance on the recent 
FCAT testing, where 80 percent of our students scored at or above grade 
level in reading and 78 percent in math. For a new system, these results were 
encouraging, and a predictor of great things to come.
 For schools to be successful, a partnership must exist between the home 
and school. Our schools require parents to donate 30 hours of volunteer time 
at the schools, and this has proven to be a positive experience at Oasis this 
past year, where more than 4,732 hours have been logged.  Parents serve in 
a variety of roles, from direct teacher support in the classroom, to assistance 
with special class projects, to fundraising and field trip chaperones. 
 Besides academic preparation, our schools are preparing good citizens 
through character education, after-school clubs, and service learning programs. 
Students come to school to learn, but they also come to school to grow and 
develop into young people in which parents and the community can be 
proud.  At the City of Cape Coral Charter School System, we have set high 
expectations for the students of Cape Coral, and are excited about the future.  
For more information, please call 542-1577. 

 There is a great deal of discussion about the "bird flu" and 
the possibility that this strain of the virus will mutate into a form 
that will affect humans.  The concern is that every continent may 
be affected, which could result in a significant number of deaths.  
This type of massive spread of a disease is called a "pandemic."
 Pandemics are worldwide disease episodes, and several have 
occurred throughout recorded history.  The most-recent were 
the influenza pandemics of 1918 (Spanish flu), 1957 (Asian flu) 
and 1968 (Hong Kong) flu.  While the Asian and Hong Kong 
flu viruses were relatively mild, the Spanish flu was devastating, 
killing between 20 million and 40 million people.  At one time, 
25 percent of the United States and 20 percent of the world were 
infected with this strain of influenza.  It was impossible to escape 
from the illness.  
 Health officials are encouraging citizens to start thinking 
about the potential effects of a pandemic flu situation.  Preparing 
now will impact a family's ability to weather the storm in the 
event of a national or global pandemic.  For more information, 
please visit the Pandemic Flu Site website with the federal 
Department of Health and Human Services.  The address is  
www.pandemicflu.gov

Pandemic flu Preparation

Charter Schools continued from page1

 The most asked question of the Economic Development office by area businesses 
and site consultants is about the availability of commercial space in the city.   
With nearly a million square feet of commercial space in the permitting/construction 
pipeline, the Office wants to provide information about potential properties to 
businesses that want to expand or relocate.   
 The Office maintains a database of commercial projects and spec buildings in the 
permitting process and will pass this information to any business or site consultant.  
The database includes the property square footage or acreage, location and contact 
information.  Contact Economic Development at 574-0444 to discuss your business 
or property needs, as well as to report property you may have for sale or lease.

economic development Connects  
businesses with Space
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 Dyan Zedeker, former reporter for WINK 
TV, has taken over the duties of Media Relations 
Coordinator for the Cape Coral Police Department.  
Dyan replaces Angelo Bitsis, who moved to another 
position within the Police Department. 
 Dyan has 13 years experience in 
broadcasting and began her career as a news 
intern in Atlanta.  Her first job as a reporter and 

anchor was at the NBC affiliate in Billings, Montana.  Before moving to 
Southwest Florida, she worked as a general assignment reporter and anchor 
in Birmingham and St. Louis.  Two of her favorite assignments as a reporter 
included interviewing current President George W. Bush and former President 
Bush, as well as former President Bill Clinton.  
 Dyan has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Philosophy from the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham (UAB).  In her senior year, UAB honored her as the 
“Philosophy Student of the Year” for her writings and speeches in philosophy. 
 Dyan enjoys riding mountain bikes and became the Florida Mountain 
Bike State Champion in the women’s beginner division.  In 2005, she took 
third in the sport class.  She has an 8-year-old daughter, Sabrina, and they live 
in Cape Coral.  

Zedeker Hired as New Police  
Media relations Coordinator

The On May 8, the City Council approved a two-year extension to City 
Manager Terry Stewart’s contract.  The addition will extend his tenure 
to February 2009.  Council also approved a 4 percent increase in pay for 
Stewart, bringing his annual salary to $157,560.  Stewart was hired in 
February 2002, and was entering the final year of his contract prior to the 
Council’s action.    

Sun Splash Family Waterpark began the summer operating schedule on May 
22.  Sun Splash will be open 7 days a week from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
The Waterpark features Date Night on Thursday nights from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. with an admission of $4.95 per person.  For the family, Sun Splash 
is open on Saturday nights from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. and features the Family 
Carload Night with an admission of $21.95 for a carload of up to 7 persons.  
Call the Sun Splash Family Waterpark information line at 574-0557 for 
further details on the waterpark's operating schedule and pricing or visit us 
online at www.sunsplashwaterpark.com.  

City Council extends  
City Manager’s Contract

Summer Hours at  
Sun Splash family Waterpark

upcoming events for  
downtown Cape

 The Community Redevelopment Agency staff is working with the 
Downtown businesses to create various events that would attract people  
into them.  
 During July, residents can enter various businesses in Downtown where 
posters will be located stating, “We Support Our Troops.”  Residents are 
encouraged to write a personal note of support to the troops.  At the end 
of July, the posters will be provided to the National Guard to distribute to 
military units around the world.  Plan to come to Downtown Cape Coral to 
sign these banners in support of our troops.  
 Also in July, the CRA is creating a Downtown Shopping, Dining and 
Entertainment Guide, which will be mailed to each resident in Cape Coral.  
Residents will find information on the many wonderful businesses in the 
Downtown area.  We hope that this Guide will give you an incentive to visit 
Downtown Cape Coral for some new and wonderful experiences.  
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 The Cape Coral Police Department has added another piece of equipment 
to its fleet of vehicles.  The new Mobile Command Unit is an impressive  
44-foot vehicle manufactured by LDV, Incorporated and equipped with the 
latest technology.  The unit is the only vehicle of its kind in Southwest Florida.  
 “This unit will mean faster response times and better coordination  
among a variety of different agencies,” said Police Chief Dan Alexander.   
“This vehicle allows us to deliver incident command to any scene, anywhere.”
 The mobile unit contains six interior work stations, with one fully capable 
exterior work station that will make strategizing easier for first responders.
There are eight, 20-inch LCD flat-screen monitors and one, 37-inch flat-panel 
LCD. With two DVD/VHS recorders, this mobile unit is equipped to receive, 
send, and record digital satellite TV images both locally and nationally.   
 The vehicle has a collapsible observation deck, exterior awnings and 
exterior hatch with shower head, faucet and 6-foot hose.  There is a full galley 
with refrigerator, sink and coffee pot. 
 As for monitoring equipment, the unit has a color-camera with zoom and 
tilt features located on the 42-foot long pneumatic-mast.  The camera can be 
maneuvered to zoom in on the smallest of objects, like car tags.  

 With hurricane season upon us, this vehicle should prove to be a huge 
asset.  It will also be used in disaster recovery, homeland security issues and 
major incident or event coordination such as SWAT, missing child crimes, 
crime scenes and community events.  The vehicle cost $565,000, with 
$105,000 coming from a Federal Homeland Security grant. 

Cape Police adds New Mobile Command unit

 Coral Oaks Golf Course 
continues to attract a significant 
number of golfers, with about 200 
golfers per day visiting the course.  
Coral Oaks offers a wide range of 

programs for golfers of all ages  
and skill levels, including Men’s and 

Ladies’ Golf Associations and the junior 
golf program.  The course features tournament 

play and special group outings.  
 Our daily fee rates are $27 and $23. Junior walkers can play for as 
little as $2.65 after 2 p.m., and players can tee off daily until 7 p.m.  
Our golf shop is open until 5:30 p.m. and Knickers Pub is open until  
7 p.m. Coral Oaks provides group instruction and individual lessons from 
PGA professionals with more than 50 years of combined experience.   
For those golfers who want to improve their games, this can be an 
excellent opportunity.
  Coral Oaks offers a variety of fee structures ranging from season 
passes and practice range programs to seasonal-based daily play fees.   
A discount is available for all residents of Cape Coral.  Hours of operation 
are 7 a.m. – 5 p.m., seven days a week.  If you are interested in golf 
programs, outings, lessons, group bookings or would like to hold a 
banquet or party at Coral Oaks Golf Course, please call 573-3100.

The 5th Annual Cape Inshore Redfish Challenge is a summer fishing tournament 
for all anglers.  The event will be held at the Yacht Club Community Park on 
Friday and Saturday, August 4 & 5.  The weekend kicks off with a mandatory 
Captain's Meeting and dinner on Friday from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. The tournament 
is Saturday from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. with cash prizes and awards after the tourney.  
The cost is $275 per boat before July 24.  After July 24, the cost is $375.   
There will be three anglers per team, with an additional angler option for $100.  
Cash prizes will total $10,000.  The first 10 teams to register receive three Bimini 
shirts.  Land activities begin at 9 a.m. with a child’s fishing tournament followed by 
a small awards ceremony inside the Yacht Club ballroom.  If interested, please call 
573-3122 for entry packets and other information.  Registration is on a first-come 
first-served basis, and boat registration will be limited.

Household Chemical Waste  
Collection day is July 22

Public Works Annex off Everest Parkway
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

5th annual Cape inshore  
redfish Challenge
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S P E C I A L  F E A T U R E

Cape Coral’s

F L O O D I N G  
T H R E A T

The City of Cape Coral is providing information to all citizens who live within the City’s “Special 

Flood Hazard Areas” about the potential risks associated with these areas and what residents may do to 

minimize those risks in the event of a flood or storm surge. The map in this publication is transcribed 

from large scale flood maps and shows the “Special Flood Hazard Areas” within the City of Cape Coral. 

These large scale flood maps and other flood protection references are available at City Hall and the Cape 

Coral Public Library. If you would like assistance with reading the map, please call (239) 574-0553 to 

ask for help from the Planning Division staff. By providing this article and the accompanying map each 

year, the City meets federal requirements that help reduce the cost of flood insurance to our residents. 

Flooding in Cape Coral can occur from two causes, heavy rain 
and storm surge. Aside from localized street flooding, the Cape’s 
stormwater infrastructure has proven to perform well relative to 
preventing flood losses to homes and businesses during torrential 
rainstorms. However, it may not have adequate capacity if it rains 
hard enough for an extended period or if pipes get clogged. The 
other flood threat, storm surge, is a phenomenon usually associated 
with hurricanes. Amazingly, the storm surge can be as high as 25 feet 
in an intense hurricane. The areas most susceptible to storm surge are 
located near the coastline of Charlotte Harbor, the Caloosahatchee 
River and Matlacha Pass. Historically, high tides up to 12 feet above 
normal were reported at Fort Myers and Punta Rasa during the 1926 
hurricane. In 1960, Hurricane Donna caused high-water marks of 10 
to 11 feet on Estero Island.

In 2004, Hurricane Charley made landfall on the southwest coast 
of Florida, near Cayo Costa, with maximum sustained winds of 
130 knots. Because the eye shrank considerably in the 12 hours 
before landfall, these extreme winds were confined to a very small 
area, reducing storm surge potential. During landfall, the local area 
received an average of 3.91 inches of rain. Other municipalities 
within Florida reported storm surge of more than 7 feet and North 
Naples reported rainfall of 7.48 inches. 

If a hurricane watch is issued, please keep in mind that every 
hurricane is different. Base an action plan on information specifically 
pertaining to the incoming storm. The flood zone map indicates the 
susceptibility of each area to flooding. The following information 
provides suggested actions to protect yourself and your property.
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Several efforts to prevent flooding depend on your 
cooperation and assistance. This is how you can help: 

• Do not dump or throw anything into the swales, 
drainage inlets, canals, basins or river. Dumping 
into these waters is a violation of City of Cape Coral 
Code of Ordinances, Section 9-15. This includes 
lawn clippings, horticultural trimmings, dirt and fill 
material, and other construction debris. Keep in mind 
that any dirt or lawn clippings blown into the street 
eventually will be washed into the drainage system. 
Also, all construction sites are required to have erosion 
protection devices. Material such as silt and sand can 
reduce the capacity of the drainage system. If this 
occurs, the system cannot carry the water away as it 
was engineered to do. If you see dumping into the 
stormwater system or any water body, please notify 
Code Compliance at (239) 574-0613. 

• If your property is next to a drainage inlet, canal, or 
river, please keep inlets open and the banks clear of 
brush and debris. 

• Always check with the Department of Community 
Development, Building Division at (239) 574-0546, 
before you build on, alter, regrade, or deposit fill 
on your property. You may need a permit to ensure 
that your projects do not cause problems on other 
properties. If you see building or filling without a  
City permit sign posted, please notify Code 
Compliance at (239) 574-0613. 

• Familiarize yourself with the following information 
on the flood warning system, flood safety, property 
protection, flood insurance, remodeling requirements, 
and beneficial functions of wetlands.

Emergency Warning System 
The Lee County Emergency Operations Center  
provides the Emergency Warning System for Cape Coral. 
Tune in to local radio or television stations listed for 
the latest distribution of emergency information. Severe 
weather and flood warning threats are continuously 
broadcast by the National Weather Service on special 
weather radios, Channel 4, 162.475 MHz. Because any 
storm is likely to interrupt electric power, it is important 
to have a radio or television that can operate on battery 
power and a supply of fresh batteries. Be prepared for 
interruptions of service from cable television providers. 
Emergency vehicles also may broadcast emergency 
information over an amplified speaker. 

Flood Safety 
Do not walk through flowing water. Drowning is 
the No. 1 cause of flood deaths, mostly during flash 
floods. Currents can be deceptive; six inches of 
moving water can knock you off your feet. If you must 
walk in standing water, use a pole or stick to ensure 
that the ground is still there before you step further. 
Flood waters also can carry micro-organisms capable 
of causing disease via skin contact. 

Do not drive through a flooded area. 
More people drown in their cars than anywhere 
else. Do not attempt to drive around road barriers; 
the road or bridge may be washed out. Avoid power 
lines and electrical wires. The No. 2 cause of death 
is electrocution. Electrical current can travel through 
water. Report downed power lines to the LCEC or 
City emergency management offices. Disconnect 
electricity and gas lines prior to flooding. 

Look out for animals, especially snakes. 
Small animals flooded out of their environment may 
seek shelter in homes. Use a pole or stick to poke and 
turn things over and scare away small animals. 

Look before you step. 
After a flood, the ground and floors are covered with 
debris including broken bottles and nails. Floors and 
stairs covered with mud can be very slippery.

Never use a generator indoors or in an 
attached garage. 
A portable generator uses an internal combustion 
engine that emits deadly carbon monoxide. Place 
the generator where exhaust fumes will not enter the 
house. Only operate it outdoors in a well-ventilated, 
dry area, away from air intakes to the home, and 
protected from direct exposure to rain. After 
Hurricane Charley, the Cape Coral Fire Department 
conducted more than 400 safety inspections of 
households in the City using generators. One-fourth 
of the homes had potentially dangerous levels of 
carbon monoxide in their houses, and 10 people 
required hospital treatment. 

Natural and Beneficial Functions of Wetlands 
In Cape Coral, the areas most susceptible to tropical 
storm tidal surge are located near the coastline 
of Charlotte Harbor, Matlacha Pass and the 

Caloosahatchee River. These vast areas extend 
from Burnt Store Marina to just north of Four 
Mile Cove Ecological Preserve. Most of these areas 
with the highest susceptibility to flooding are 
preservation lands owned by the State of Florida. 
By preserving the native vegetation consisting of 
salt marshes and mangrove communities, residents 
of Cape Coral gain significant protection. The 
mangroves, in particular, stabilize the shoreline 
during hurricanes. The mangroves have prop 
roots, leaves and branches that offer frictional 
resistance to flowing water. This reduces storm 
erosion and decreases the speed of the flow of 
tidal inundation. It also allows the settling of 
particulate matter. Trees use these sediments and 
the nutrients in the water for growth.

Additionally, the wetlands provide areas for 
propagation of marine life, bird life, water 
quality enhancement for surrounding waters, and 
aesthetic benefits. It is in the best interest of Cape 
Coral to make sure that the functional integrity of 
these areas is not degraded. 

Property Protection Measures 
If your property has a low finished floor elevation, 
you may consider retrofitting your structure. 
Elevation certificates are available through the 
City Clerk’s Office, by calling (239) 574-0411. 
Retrofitting can include elevating the structure, 
flood-proofing doors and walls, re-grading, 
or installing earthen berms and/or concrete 
walls. Although these remedies may require 
a considerable investment, professionals may 
recommend these measures, which could help 
protect property during flooding. One protection 
measure that costs nothing is to elevate valuables 
if flooding is predicted. This involves putting 
them on counters, upper cabinets, and attics or 
upper floors. If you are interested in learning 
more about these options, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers have publications available on these 
topics. Many publications are available, free 
of charge, at the Department of Community 
Development. All development within a 
floodplain requires a permit. For information on 
obtaining a permit, please contact the Building 
Department, 1015 Cultural Park Blvd., Cape 
Coral, FL 33990, (239) 574-0546.
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Most homeowner’s and renter’s insurance policies 
exclude protection from damage caused by flooding. 
Almost any building with at least two walls and a roof 
is insurable against flooding through the National 
Flood Insurance Program, which offers affordable, 
federally-backed insurance. Structures under 
construction also are insurable. Contents of insurable 
buildings can be covered by a separate policy, also 
making flood insurance available to renters. Many 
people purchased flood insurance because the lending 
institution required it when they got a mortgage or 
home improvement loan. Unless you requested that 
your flood insurance policy cover the contents, it may 
only cover the structure. It is possible that flooding 
waters could cause more damage to the contents than 
to the structure. If you are in a V-Zone or an A-
Zone, you are four times more likely to experience a 
flood than a fire. Don’t wait for the next flood to buy 
insurance protection. Because the City provides more 
than the minimum required flood plain management, 
properties within the city are eligible for a Community 
Rating System flood insurance discount. 

Substantial Improvement Requirements 
The National Flood Insurance Program requires that 
if the cost of reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, 
or other improvement to a building equals or exceeds 
50 percent of the building’s market value, then the 
building must meet current flood zone construction 
requirements. Substantially damaged buildings also 
must be brought up to the same standards. Article VI 
of the City of Cape Coral Land Use and Development 
Regulations (pages LU-194 through LU-211.5) 
specifies details on flood damage prevention. This 
information is available at the City Clerk’s office. 

Flood Protection Assistance 
If requested, the Community Development 
Department and/or Public Works Department will 
visit a property to review its flood problem and explain 
ways to stop flooding or prevent flood damage. These 
services are free. If you are in a floodplain or have had 
a flood, drainage, or sewer backup problem, check 
out these sources of assistance. We also can offer 
assistance with your selection process if you need to 
hire a qualified contractor or a consultant to help you 
solve and/or prevent a particular flooding problem. 
Also, if you need advice and assistance with retrofitting 

a structure to address flooding concerns, the City 
can provide this for you. Please contact the Planning 
Division at (239) 574-0552 if you need such 
technical assistance. 
 Experts who have studied the problem of storm 
damage and ways to mitigate the consequences 
formulated the recommendations provided herein. 
Additional information about hurricane procedures 
is available in the Sprint Yellow Pages directory. It 
contains a map showing evacuation zones for Lee 
County, primary evacuation routes, and the locations 
of Red Cross-managed emergency public shelters. The 
telephone directory has lists of materials you should 
have on hand for a hurricane or flood event. More 
detailed information is available in the All Hazards 
Guide: 2006 Edition, prepared by Lee County 
Emergency Management, available at City Hall. By 
considering this information, attending hurricane 
seminars, purchasing flood insurance, and tuning into 
media broadcasts and other sources of information, 
you may prevent loss of property and life.

Hurricane Evacuation Safety Tips 
A Hurricane Watch means it is time to put the early 
stages of your hurricane plan into effect. Gather 
important documents (birth certificates, insurance 
policies, health records, mortgages, deeds, titles, 
financial documents) in one place, ready to take with 
you. Every home should prepare a 72-Hour Disaster 
Survival kit in advance to ensure a minimum three-
day (72 hours) supply for each person. 

Advise out-of-area relatives or friends of your plans. 
Ask them to wait to hear from you after the storm 
and to spread the word to other relatives and friends. 
If possible, leave early to avoid heavy traffic, possible 
flooding and high winds. When winds reach 40 mph, 
bridges may close and high-profile vehicles such as 
RV’s and trailers will not be allowed on evacuation 
routes. If you wait until the Hurricane Warning 
to leave, hotel rooms will be scarce throughout 
Florida. Emergency Management officials have 
developed hurricane shelter and evacuation policies. 
Officials will issue local statements on recommended 
evacuation routes. Local radio and television will 
announce which shelters will be open and opening 
times. Do not report to a shelter until it is open. 
Because you may have to travel considerable distances 
on unfamiliar roads, include a current road map as a 
part of your disaster supply kit. Know where you are 

going and plan the best route as well as alternate routes. 
A public shelter should be a last option and used only 
if there is no other safe place to go. If your household 
includes an ill or disabled person, check with their 
doctor for advice on needed accommodations. Lee 
County has special needs shelters, but you must 
register in advance. Familiarize yourself and your 
family with the locations and routes from your home 
to the shelters. Do not wait until the last minute, if an 
evacuation order is given. If you need to evacuate you 
might need to move quickly. Remember, move quickly 
but without panic.
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 The City of Cape Coral is entering the rainy season, which typically lasts 
from June through September.  Cape Coral receives an average of 53 inches of 
rain each year.  The rainfall is so heavy at times that standing water in roads 
and yards is common.  Standing water is one of the byproducts of living in a 
subtropical environment.
 It certainly is not unusual to have several incidents and reports of flooding 
during heavy rain.  With the majority of the city's 53 inches of rain falling 
within a four-month period, some areas are bound to have occasional flooding.  
However, this flooding often results in an equal flood of phone calls to the 
Citizen’s Action Center.  In most cases, if residents can wait a day or two, the 
majority of standing water will drain.  However, there are situations where 
standing water remains for several days, and these are the situations that rate as 
top priorities for response from the City.  

What Causes Standing Water?
During and after a storm, the rainwater is conveyed through the swales, where 
it is filtered.  The filtering process removes heavy deposits before the water 

enters the inlets.  Cape Coral’s 
stormwater eventually flows into 
about 400 miles of manmade 
canals throughout the city.  
These canals are defined as 
primary stormwater conveyance 
facilities (drainage systems).

The canals receive this water from the secondary drainage facilities, which 
consist of shallow roadside swales, pipes and thousands of catch basins/inlets.  
 With a heavy storm, water will collect in front of these inlets and may 
create standing water within a road intersection.  The reason this standing water 
occurs is because the canal level is higher than normal, to the point where the 
storm pipes are unable to release the water.  When the water reaches a certain 
depth in the intersection, it creates such head pressure at the inlet that the water 
is forced through the pipes.  This creates a siphoning effect, which will drain 
most flooded intersections in a matter of minutes.  If the canal levels get too 
high in the freshwater systems, structures called “weirs” can be removed to bring 
the water down to an acceptable level.   
 The tidal action in the saltwater canals greatly affects the secondary 
drainage facilities when there is a high tide.  As the tide recedes, the water 
flowing through the outfall pipes have less restriction and disperse water from 
the swale areas faster.  

What Can I Do?
 During the rainy season, we ask that residents exercise patience and caution 
– patience in waiting for the rainwater to drain and caution in navigating the 
rain-soaked streets of the city.  Working together, the City staff and residents 
can get through the daily deluges without incident or injury.  If you have any 
questions or concerns about flooding or drainage, call the Citizen's Action 
Center at 574-0425.

Note: The City addresses only the flooding that occurs along the roadways.  
The homeowner must handle standing water in the backyard and side yards 
of residences.  While the City can provide suggestions or guidance to residents 
experiencing flooding problems in these areas, actual maintenance is the 
responsibility of the homeowner.

rainy Season Means residents Should Prepare for Standing Water

(Far left) This residential street corner has standing water following a heavy 
morning rain in August. (Left) The same residential street corner two hours later.

The Auditor General has completed its review 
of the City’s utilities program and found no 
significant problems. While they list 24 findings 
and recommendations, the City respectfully 
disagrees with many of these findings and 
recommendations. Some of their findings simply 

reflect differences in accounting principles and 
procedures, with the City following the recognized 
municipal philosophy and the state recommending 
a different philosophy.  Several of the “findings”” 
the AG’s Office cites actually had been identified 
and were being addressed by the City prior to the 

arrival of the state. To review the report, visit our 
website at www.capegov.org.  Please read through 
the entire report, especially the city’s responses, to 
get a true picture of the audit findings.

State audit finds No Significant Problems with City’s utilities Process
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reMeMberVOTe 2006 VOTe 2006 VOTe 2006 

Registration Closes for Primary Election

Early Voting Begins for Primary Election

Primary election Day

Registration Closes for General Election Day 

Early Voting Begins for General Election

General election Day

Monday, August 7 

Monday, August 21 

Tuesday, September 5 

Tuesday, October 10 

Monday, October 23 

Tuesday, November 7 

Southwest Florida’s most spectacular annual fireworks 
celebration, Red, White and Boom, will be Tuesday, 
July 4 beginning at 4 p.m. on Cape Coral Parkway.   
The festivities will be on the parkway between the 
bridge and Del Prado Boulevard.  About 60,000 
people come out to enjoy our celebration of America.  
Note: The Cape Coral bridge will be closed at noon on 
Tuesday, July 4.  Call 549-6900 for more information.

The state of Florida will be holding elections for several key offices this year, including several 
statewide races.  Voters will select a Governor, U.S. Senator, State Attorney General and 
Commissioner of Agriculture.  All congressional seats are on the ballot as are two local County 
Commission seats – Districts #2 and #4.  The School Board Districts #1, #4 and #5 also are on the 
ballot, along with other local public offices.  A complete list of qualified candidates may be found 
on the Lee County Supervisor of Elections website (www.leeelections.com).

As a voter, you should:
• familiarize yourself with the candidates and the issues
• maintain a current address with the Supervisor of Elections 
• know the location of your polling place and the hours of operation 
• bring proper identification to the polling station
• familiarize yourself with the operation of the voting equipment 
• treat precinct workers with courtesy and respect the privacy of other voters 
• make sure that your completed ballot is correct before leaving the polling station
• report any problems or violation of election laws to the Supervisor of Elections

Detailed information regarding voter registration, candidates and referendums, precinct and polling 
places, candidate qualifying, prospective poll worker qualifications and other topics may be 
found on the Lee County Supervisor of Elections website.
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 As evidenced by this past dry season, the City’s 
irrigation needs will continue to increase as the utility 
customer growth continues.  The City will need an 
additional 50 million gallons of water a day to meet 
future irrigation needs at build out.  To use potable 
water to meet these irrigation needs would be very 
costly because of all of the additional land, treatment 
and storage capacity required. 
 As a result, the City has studied and evaluated 
various alternatives to determine the best source of this 
future irrigation supply.  The solution selected is the 
development of Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) 
wells.  The South Florida Water Management District 
in a recent study also recommended implementation of 
ASR to meet the City’s future irrigation needs.
 Above-ground storage for billions of gallons of 
water for irrigation would be cost prohibitive.  That 
is where ASR comes in.  ASR wells can be used to 
develop large freshwater bubbles hundreds of feet 
below ground, which can store the summer’s excess 
water from our canal system. In the summer, water will 
be withdrawn from our canals, treated and pumped 
down the ASR wells for underground storage. During 
the dry season, the ASR wells will pump the water from 
underground storage back into the canal system. 
 The City has completed a study to determine 
the best locations for the ASR wells.  Six locations 
have been selected to begin ASR well development. 
Currently, three of the six sites have been submitted to 
the regulatory agencies for permitting approval.  
The remaining three sites also will be submitted to 
the regulatory agencies for approval.  When permits 
are received, wells will be constructed at each of the 
locations, and required testing will be completed in 
about 18 months.  If results are satisfactory, the wells 
will be put into production, and additional wells will 
be constructed.  The six locations, when completed, 
could contain up to 15 or 20 wells.  It will take about 
three years to bring a well to production, and additional 
supply for our irrigation system from the ASR wells 
should be available in 2009-2010.

aquifer Storage and  
recovery Wells

red, White and boom  
Celebration on the Water
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 The construction costs to install utility lines have increased significantly 
since the first project was completed in 2001.  Southwest 4 property owners 
received notices that the typical, two-lot residential site would be charged 
about $22,000 for the three utility lines (water, sewer, irrigation).  That is 
double the amount charged to property owners in Southwest 1 five years ago.
 The escalation in costs is due to several factors.  The cost of materials 
(concrete) has soared due to the increased demand created by construction 
projects throughout the country, specifically in the Hurricane Katrina areas.  
Because more work is available, hiring workers is more of a challenge,  
and labor costs also are increasing.  
 The City administration realizes that these costs can cause a financial 
hardship to property owners.  City staff will investigate all options available 
with regard to the method of installation and the recouping of the costs 
associated with utilities expansion.  Currently, the City offers three options  
for payment.  
 initial Prepayment Option – With this option, property owners can 
pay any or all three assessments upfront.  There will be an initial prepayment 
period, whereby payment-in-full is based on project costs only and eliminates 
any financing interest costs.  Property owners can pay water only, irrigation 
only or sewer only, or a combination of these.  That will leave less dollars  
to finance.  
 amortized Payment Option – If you do not participate in the Initial 
Prepayment Option or the Deferred Assessment Option (see below), your 

payment automatically will be the Amortized Payment Option.  Each year, the 
City will calculate the annual installment due for the assessments that benefit 
your property.  These annual installments will be sent to the Lee County Tax 
Collector and will be added to the Non-Ad Valorem portion of your property 
tax bill.  If you participate in the Amortized Option, you do not have to pay 
off the assessment if you sell the property.  The assessment will continue to 
be assessed against the property, regardless of the owner.  This option also will 
allow some property owners to escrow these annual assessment amounts. If you 
make monthly payments that include an escrow for property taxes, then the 
non-ad valorem assessments will be added into the payment amount.  As soon 
as the assessment is approved, it is advisable that you contact your mortgage 
company or escrow agent as soon as possible to begin escrowing the annual 
installment that will be due.  You can pay off the assessments at any time.
 deferred assessment Option – This option allows property owners to 
defer the assessment for a period of up to 20 years.  The balance must be paid 
in full at the end of the 20-year term, or upon occurrence of certain mandatory 
prepayment events, such as sale of the property, refinancing and transfer of 
ownership.  In this option, there will not be an annual installment on your 
property tax bill. Instead, you can elect to pay nothing each year, or you can 
make a minimum partial payment. The repayment of the debt is entirely your 
responsibility. The City will place a lien against the benefited property for the 
entire estimated amount due at the end of the 20-year term, which will include 
interest, principal and administrative costs.

City looks for Options to Pay escalating utilities assessment Costs

The City is currently working on three projects directly related to recreational 
use of the spreader canal systems located within the city limits.   
The projects are:

• Chiquita Parallel Boat Lock on the South Spreader Canal System
• Ceitus Boat Lock on the North Spreader Canal System
• Eco Preserve/Unit 89 Boat Lift on the Unit 89 Spreader Canal System

 The Chiquita Parallel boat lock has been designed and is being 
permitted.  The Environmental Resource Permit application is being 
reviewed by the agencies responsible for this type of construction activity.  
This usually takes about 18 months, and since the permit application was 
submitted in February 2005, the City hopes to have a permit sometime this 
August. Staff solicited construction management firms for the construction 
of this lock and will be negotiating with PCL Civil Construction, Inc.  The 
present schedule indicates construction will begin in October and finish in 
March 2008.

 The Ceitus boat lock project just got underway this year.  Recently, the 
firm of Montgomery, Watson, Harza (MWH) was selected to design, permit 

update of boat locks and lifts
and construct a new lock serving citizens living along the North Spreader 
Canal System.  This new lock will replace the current boat lift that restricts 
boat size to 15,000 pounds and 30 feet in length.  Early analysis proposes 
the new lock to be sited north of the current boat lift at the northern end of 
Sirenia Vista Park.  This new lock facility will be similar in size to the new 
lock being permitted for the South Spreader System with a lock chamber 
30-feet wide and 140-feet long, and will be designed to accommodate two 
parallel locks.  The preliminary schedule plans for construction to start in 
March 2008.

 The eCO Preserve/unit 89 boat lift has been in continuous operation 
since 1989 when the boat tram was abandoned by Avatar.  The lift has an 
operating capacity of only 5,000 pounds.  Staff currently is working with a 
consultant to prepare the permit application for the removal of the lift and 
seawall.  This would then allow unimpeded access from this relatively small 
canal system directly to the Caloosahatchee Waterway.  A very preliminary 
schedule anticipates permitting review and approval to be completed in 
October 2007 with demolition to follow.
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Neighborhood Park #1 – located in Southeast section of Cape Coral, east 
of Del Prado and south of Hancock Parkway.  Amenities of this park may 
include playgrounds, picnic shelters, basketball courts and walking path.  The 
City of Cape Coral and neighbors of this park conceptually put the elements 
of this park together during a neighborhood meeting.  ToTems, Inc. has been 
contracted to design this park with potential completion in the summer 2007. 

Sirenia Vista Park – is an environmental park located in the Southwest Cape 
off Ceitus Parkway. This passive park will feature a manatee observation area, 
picnic facilities, kayak and canoe launch, educational signage and interpretative 
viewing areas.  This will be Cape Coral’s third environmental park, and the 
input of the area residents will be instrumental in the plan.  ToTems, Inc. has 
also been contracted to design this park with potential completion in 2007.

Neighborhood Park #4 – is located west of Burnt Store Road and north of 
Pine Island Road.  This site comprises 7 acres of grass-covered vacant property 
in a rapidly developing, diverse residential neighborhood. Surrounding 
neighbors have shown support for the future park.  This will be one of the 
first neighborhood parks north of Pine Island Road.  Development of this 
park is due to be completed by summer 2007.  A grant for $200,000 from the 
Department of Environmental Protection will be obtained for development  
of the park upon the Governor’s approval. 

Neighborhood Park #5 – This is the other neighborhood park to be built 
north of Pine Island Road.  The location of this park is adjacent to the Cape 
Coral Charter School North site.  This park will feature soccer fields, a softball 
field, pavilion, playgrounds, tennis courts and a basketball court. The projected 
completion date for this project is fall/winter 2006.  

Yacht Club master Plan – The City is in the beginning stages of the Yacht 
Club Master Plan with Wade Trim, a Master Planning firm that also was 
responsible for producing the Parks Master Plan.  Public meetings were held on 
January 26 and February 2 to discuss this historic piece of Cape Coral property. 
More than 250 people attended and provided comments about the future uses 
of this park.  The City will have another public meeting in mid- to late-July 
and present two or three conceptual maps for area residents to review.  The 
entire master planning process for the Yacht Club should take about a year.

major Park – is a 535-acre park and preserve located in northeast  
Cape Coral.  Plans for this regional park include picnic areas, primitive 
camping, equestrian trails, interpretative environmental trail, potential dog 
park, historic (cracker) farm and welcome center.

Plans Moving forward on Cape Coral Parks Projects

Customer billing Services is Moving Out
 The Customer Billing Services Division is moving out 
of City Hall.  During July, the office will be relocating to the 
Central Cape Business Park, located at 1490 Pine Island Road 
#10E.  The move is necessary due to the need for additional 
space for the Department of Community Development, which 
handles permitting, planning and inspections.
 Services and office hours will remain the same, 7 a.m. – 5 
p.m.  In addition, customers still can pay accounts at City Hall 
with the cashier.  Telephone numbers will be changing, and the 
new numbers will be posted at City Hall and on the  
City’s website.
 The City will be expanding its online services by providing 
the ability to open accounts online, as well as pay accounts.  
There also will be an opportunity to set up connections and 
pay Utility Capital Expansion Fees by mail.  These features are 
scheduled to be in effect when Customer Billing Services move 
in July.  Here is a map showing the new location of the office.

Entrance 
Entrance 

Unit 10E 
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rainy Season Will accelerate Creation of Potholes 
Reporting potholes quickly to the City will facilitate repair.

 Potholes are major irritations for drivers.   
They seem to appear almost overnight, and they 
grow larger if not repaired quickly.  As some drivers 
know, a large pothole can cause serious damage to 
wheels and tires. 
 Why do potholes increase during the rainy 
season?  Potholes usually are created when water 
seeps into cracks in the surface of the road.  When 
the rainwater combines with the vibration of the 
tires as they roll across the cracks, the asphalt begins 
to fail. Potholes also are caused by trucks and buses 
on a roadway.  These larger, heavier vehicles create 
movement of the subsurface. Once a weak spot 
forms, every car that passes over the spot increases 

the stress on the road and the problem worsens.   
 Eventually, a section of the material will fail, 
and a pothole is created.  This type of erosion  
also can be found along the shoulder of the road.  
With the deluge of summer rains, the number of 
potholes complaints increases substantially.  
 The City of Cape Coral has three crews to 
respond to pothole reports.   The City addresses 
potholes on the four-lane roads first, and then 
moves to residential areas.  Pothole crews are always 
looking for potholes. But drivers also need to watch 
for potholes, and try to avoid them.  If you are 
unable to avoid a pothole, brake before impact and 
then roll through the hole at a low speed. 

 Call the Citizen’s Action Center as soon as 
possible to report potholes.  The phone number 
is 574-0425, or you can submit a report via the 
City website at www.capegov.org.  Select “Citizen’s 
Action Center” from the left column.  Please have 
the exact location of the pothole (street name, side 
of street, approximate address).  Notifying the City 
quickly will help facilitate the repair of the pothole.  
Please note that the City of Cape Coral must have 
notice of the pothole and failed to respond in a 
reasonable time for the City to be held responsible 
for any damage.

 Florida receives 1 million lightning strikes per year, the majority of which 
occur between May and September. Lightning is dangerous for the obvious 
reasons, and because it gives no warning before it strikes.  Lightning kills 10 
people in Florida every year.  If you see a storm coming, stop your outdoor 
activities immediately and get inside. Do not return outside for any reason.
 Lightning still can be a threat even if you are inside a building.   
Lightning can enter your home by traveling through open windows and 
doors, telephones, electrical equipment or appliances, including televisions, 
stereos, computers, video games, air conditioners and stoves.  Avoid using these 
appliances during an electrical storm.  Another path lightning can follow into 
your home is through water pipes. Until a storm passes, avoid contact with 
sinks, bathtubs and showers, washing machines and metal pipes.
 If you follow these simple precautions lightning will be nothing more than 
a brilliant, outdoor light show.

What Do You Do If You’re Caught Outdoors During a Lightning Storm
 If you’re outdoors, avoid water, high ground, open spaces and metal 
objects, including fences, machinery, motors and power tools.  Do not seek 
shelter under a picnic pavilion or isolated trees.  You’ll be safer in an enclosed 
building or a car.  If lightning is striking nearby, crouch down, put your feet 
together and place your hands over your ears.  Do not lie flat.
 Lightning-related deaths are usually caused by cardiac arrest.  Assist a 
victim immediately by administering CPR (if you’re qualified) and calling 911. 
There is no threat of electrocution through bodily contact with the victim. 
So, don’t be afraid to help.

Stay Away from Downed Power Lines
 Stay away from downed power lines.  Coming in direct contact, or even in 
close vicinity, of a downed power line can be deadly.  Call LCEC at 995-2121 
or dial 911 to report the location of the line.  Remember that only trained 
LCEC employees protected by safety equipment should touch power lines. 
While you wait for officials, stay away from the line, but watch the area until 
LCEC or the police arrive. Keep children and animals away. If someone comes 
in contact with a live power line, do not attempt to move the victim or the 
line by yourself. Efforts to pull an electric shock victim away could make you 
a second victim. Call 911 immediately.  Power lines are dangerous, but if you 
know the proper precautions, you can stay safe.

After the Storm: How You Can Help Bring Back the Power
LCEC has comprehensive emergency restoration plans for after hurricanes or 
severe storms pass, but experience has shown that cooperation from customers 
is critical to the success of these plans.  You can help restore power more 
quickly by following a few safety precautions.  Stay clear of downed power 
lines. They may be energized and dangerous.  Help keep telephone lines clear 
for emergency calls. Call LCEC to report downed power lines or if your power 
is still out after your neighbors' have been restored.  If your home is without 
electricity, turn off circuit breakers or remove fuses at your electrical panel to 
protect your appliances.  Don't attempt to trim trees or remove debris from 
around downed lines until crews are finished restoring power to your area.  
Inspect the "weather head" on your roof and the box that surrounds your 
electric meter for damage.  Also, inspect your home for water in the ceiling  
or walls and contact an electrician to repair the damage.

Stay Safe from lightning Courtesy of LCEC
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utilities extension  
Continues

 The City has concluded its latest five-year Utility 
Expansion Program with the completion of the 
Southwest 2 assessment area and the extension of the 
Ceitus Parkway water main.  This program included 
the following major projects:

• North Loop
• Pine Island Road
• Southwest 1
• Mariner High School Water Main Extension
• Santa Barbara Force Main
• Headworks and interconnecting pipeline  

repair and replacement at the SW Water 
Reclamation Facility  

• Southwest 2 and 3   
• Ceitus Parkway Water Main Extension
• Southeast 1 Design

 The final cost of the program was about $172 
million.  By using the “Guaranteed Maximum Price” 
construction management process, the City realized  
a savings of $14 million from the original 
Guaranteed Maximum Price total of $186 million.
 Last summer, City Council approved moving 
forward with a new 2005 – 2010 Utility Extension 
Program.  The program as planned will provide full 
utility service to all the remaining platted lots south 
of Pine Island Road and will begin supplying full 
utility service north of Pine Island Road.  The new 
projects will be:

A map and schedule for these projects can be 
seen on the City’s website and printed copies are 
available from the City Clerk’s Office for $1.
 The design of the Southwest 4 project is 
complete, and Council recently approved the 
$100 million project.  Construction should begin 
soon.  Design also has started for Southwest 5.  The 
current plan is to start the design of a new project 
every year and then begin construction of that same 
project about a year later.

 In preparing for the hurricane season, homeowners should consider the landscaping of their homes as 
well as the home structure.  Trees can cause damage to property as well as rain and wind.  There are two 
types of trees that wear well during storms – palms and natives.  After Hurricane Andrew, only 34 percent 
of exotic trees remained standing, while 66 percent of native trees withstood the storm.  Trees with 
the most damage were Australian Pine, Ficus, Earleaf Acacia, Laurel Oak, Queen Palm and Tabebuia.  
Most palms were able to stand firm in hurricanes, while Cabbage Palm and Slash Pine were nearly 
indestructible.  Live Oak, with lots of room, did really well; however, with enough rain and wind,  
even the best trees can fall.  Best Trees to Plant: Bald Cypress, Crape Myrtle, Gumbo Limbo, Ironwood, 
Live Oak, Red Bay, Sand Live Oak,  Seagrape, Slash Pine, Stoppers and Southern Magnolia.  Best Palms 
to Plant: Cabbage Palm, Canary Island Date Palm, Date Palm, Foxtail Palm, Pindo Palm, Pygmy Date 
Palm, Royal Palm, Sabal Palm, Saw Palmetto and Thatch Palm.
 Properly pruned trees also are less likely to fail than neglected trees.  Trees with one single trunk fair 
better than trees with several similarly-sized stems.  Trees with bark inclusions (large stems that appear 
pushed together, not attached) are prone to splitting.  Large pruning cuts create areas of decay that can 
lead to breakage in storms.  Palms receive no benefit from ‘hurricane cut’ pruning and, in fact, are harmed 
by it.  Palms should be trimmed so that only the bottom brown fronds are removed.  Contact the Florida 
chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture (floridaisa.org) for help finding tree professionals 
who have received training in all facets of tree care.
 Avoid construction activities, sidewalks, or driveways within about 20 feet of the trunk of existing 
trees. These weaken supportive roots, making trees susceptible to being blown down years later.  Large 
trees growing in confined soil spaces are prone to toppling due to insufficient root growth.  Recently 
planted trees will fall if proper support is not provided.  Trees in a group remain standing more frequently 
than single trees.  Trees and shrubs of a variety of heights protect one another and nearby structures. 
 The City’s Nursery will host a native plant sale on Saturday, July 29 at Rotary Park.  This is an 
excellent opportunity to browse and purchase some of Florida native plants, which are more sturdy 
during storms and require less water during the dry season.  For more information, call 574-0745.

florida-friendly Shrubs/Plants for the Summer

• Southwest 4
• Southwest 5
• Southwest 6/7
• North 1

• North 2
• North 3
• North 4
• North 5

• North 6
• North 7
• North 8

City’s Crime rate records Slight increase in 2005
While Cape Coral’s crime rate was slightly higher 
in 2005, the past year’s crime rate was the second 
lowest since 1984 and marked only the fourth 
time in the past 14 years that crime in the city  
has increased.  According to the latest statistics, 
the population-based major crime rate rose  
2 percent in 2005.
 “Cape Coral’s rapid population growth has 
created unprecedented challenges for the Police 
Department.  For example, calls for service 
skyrocketed from 49,213 in 1995 to 131,508 
in 2005,” said Police Chief Dan Alexander.  
“Another challenge comes from the types of 
crimes investigated.  Last year there were a 

number of high profile, visible crimes of a nature 
not seen in previous years.”
 Despite the latest statistics, Cape Coral 
remains one of Florida’s safest cities.  In fact, 
the Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
compiled statistics and found that Cape Coral 
had the state’s third-lowest crime rate among the 
17 cities with more than 100,000 people in 2004.
 “With the support of the City Council, we 
have increased our budget, adding officers and 
improving technology,” said Alexander.  “Our 
community and Police Department remain 
committed to maintaining the quality of life that 
we have come to expect here in Cape Coral.”



 In February, the City Council authorized the Transportation Division to 
borrow up to $18 million to repair roads throughout Cape Coral.  This money is 
in addition to the nearly $4 million the City Council allocates each year for paving.
 This summer, the City will continue road resurfacing north of Pine Island 
Road.  The majority of roads in north Cape Coral have not been resurfaced since 
originally constructed in the 1970s.  Most of the roads south of Pine Island have 
been resurfaced or reconstructed as part of the various utility expansion projects.
  The areas to be resurfaced in 2006 include units 52, 55 and 56.  
Additionally, road resurfacing will be performed on segments of Caloosa 
Parkway, as well as the entire circumference of Gator Circle.  
  Select areas in north Cape Coral also will benefit from the “spot paving” 
program.  This work involves paving areas typically scheduled beyond our five-
year paving plan, but may have poor roads and a significant number of homes. 
  Several four-lane roads in north Cape Coral are being rehabbed this 
year.  Four miles of Chiquita Boulevard and one-mile segments of Tropicana 
Parkway and Embers Parkway, will be completed by early summer.  These 
roads received much-needed structural repairs, widening, storm pipe upgrades, 
swale grading and road resurfacing.  Starting in late summer 2006, this work will 
continue in north Cape Coral on three miles of Tropicana Parkway (between  
El Dorado Boulevard and Santa Barbara Boulevard), two miles of Santa Barbara 
Boulevard (between Tropicana Parkway and Kismet Parkway) and one mile of 
Nelson Road (between Embers Parkway and Tropicana Parkway).  This work is 
scheduled to be completed in early 2007.   
  Utility construction continues in southwest Cape Coral, and one 
of the many benefits of this program is reconstructed roadways.  These 
newly constructed roads, as well as the resurfacing efforts in north Cape 
Coral, should support the City’s growing population and demands on its 
infrastructure systems for years to come. 
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As of April 30, the City’s Planning Division had 44 Planned 
Development Projects being processed by City staff.  These 
projects ranged from 1.23 acres site for a proposed office to a 
proposed 193-acre residential project.  Here are some of the more 
interesting projects.

Schools II and Y
The Lee County School District has submitted a PDP application 
to construct a combined elementary and middle school campus on 
a 27.58-acre site, located at the southeast corner of the intersection 
of Trafalgar Parkway and Skyline Boulevard

Lowe’s West, Cape Coral
The Lowe’s Corporation is proposing to establish a store on 15.16 
acres, located directly west of the existing Target/Publix Center, 
at the northwest corner of Veteran’s Parkway and Santa Barbara 
Boulevard.  The existing Lowe’s Store, at the corner of Pine Island 
Road and Del Prado Boulevard, is reportedly one of the busiest in 
the nation.

The Shoppes at North Cape
Halvorsen Development Corporation and David Douglas 
Associates have submitted a PDP application for a retail shopping 
center, to be located at the northeast corner of Kismet Parkway 
and Del Prado Boulevard.  The proposed project would be 
anchored by a 39,000-square-foot Publix Store, and would have 
25,200 square feet of additional retail space, all on 17.18 acres.

North Cape Government Complex
The City of Cape Coral has submitted a PDP for construction 
of a 66.42-acre public utilities site on Kismet Parkway, west near 
Chiquita Boulevard.  The development is proposed to feature 
reverse osmosis water treatment and water reclamation plants, a 
substation and related structures.  At a future date, the northwest 
corner of the subject property is proposed to be developed into a 
public works maintenance facility.

Coral Walk
A 35.95-acre property along Pine Island Road has been proposed 
as the site for a commercial shopping center with a Super Target 
as an anchor tenant.  This proposed project is located at the east 
corner of the intersection of Pondella Road.

Projects Coming to the Cape road improvement Projects  
get infusion of dollars

The CRA is developing a new logo that will represent the CRA Area.  This logo 
will be used at the entrances of the CRA Area and on all correspondence or 
advertising.  The CRA also is working on a new website specifically designed for 
the CRA, Downtown Cape Coral businesses, developments and events.  The goal 
is to have the new website up by this fall. For more information about the CRA, 
please call 549-5615 or email crainfo@capecoral.net.

New Marketing for Cra

ConnectCapeCoral.com Search engine Coming Soon


