
City Holds Public
Forum on Utilities
Expansion Projects

The City of Cape Coral held a public forum on Tuesday, June 24 to address residents’
concerns about the City’s utilities expansion project. The concerns surfaced about
the project after a local news story presented inaccurate and misleading information
about various aspects of the project.

Since the City was unable to get any facts to the citizens through the reporter,
City staff scheduled a public meeting to address the inaccuracies, omissions and
misinformation circulating throughout the community.

City Manager Terry Stewart, Assistant City Manager Howard Kunik, Public Works
Director Chuck Pavlos (pictured), Utilities Expansion Coordinator Wayne Wolfarth
and Project Manager Larry Laws (Montgomery, Watson & Harza) presented
information to about 200 citizens who attended the meeting in Council Chambers
asking questions.

“We do not expect anyone to leave here happy about having to dig down into
their pockets and pay out the money for public utilities, which is about $15,000 - $16,000 for
everything,” Stewart said at the beginning of the meeting. “We do want all of you to know
that we have been responsible and consistent in all of our actions.”

Several false claims were made by the news media about the City of Cape Coral’s project:
a) The City never put the “utility contract” out for bid.  The selection of Kellogg,

Brown & Root as the “Construction Manager at Risk” was done in accordance with Florida
Statutes (F.S. 287.055).  The statute provides for the competitive selection of an engineering
firm based on qualifications, not price.  Since you want the best-qualified engineer to build
the Space Shuttle and not the lowest bidder, you select the most qualified and then negotiate
prices. Eight of the top engineering firms in the country submitted packages. The top three
firms were interviewed by the City’s Selection Advisory Committee who then ranked them.
City Council also interviewed the firms and selected Kellogg, Brown & Root (MWH/KBR).

b) The City did not bid out the work.  MWH/KBR bids out all construction work
related to utilities expansion through the sealed bid process. The bids are reviewed by MWH/
KBR and the City, and the work is awarded to the lowest bidder. This bid process is required
by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection for the City to receive low-interest,
State Revolving Loan Funds.

c) The “Construction Manager at Risk” contract added excessive costs to the project.
In comparing recent utilities projects, Cape Coral’s construction costs averaged $9,547 per
benefited customer while Bonita Springs was about $9,455 per customer. (Note: These are
construction costs only.) Also, Cape Coral customers receive water, sewer AND irrigation
lines, while Bonita receives only water and sewer.

d) Cape Coral residents pay three times as much as Bonita Springs for the “same
services.” First, Cape Coral and Bonita residents do not receive the same services; Cape
Coral residents also receive irrigation. Cape Coral residents ($15,000) do pay more for
everything than Bonita ($6,217); however, that is due to a difference in the collection policy,
not in actual costs. In Cape Coral, the benefited property pays for 100% of the cost; in
Bonita, all customers subsidize the projects through higher monthly water/sewer bills. In
Cape Coral, “growth pays for growth.” In Bonita, everyone pays.

While Cape Coral could change the policy to mirror Bonita’s, there are serious
ramifications.  The City has more than 40,000 accounts that already have paid (or are paying)
assessments from previous expansion projects in the 1980s and 1990s. Changing the policy

would mean that these customers would pay twice and subsidize other property owners
who did not do the same for them. One resident suggested refunding the assessments paid
previously to make it fair.  However, this could mean refunding more than $200 million
(plus interest), which would have to be recouped from all citizens.

e) The Construction Manager inspects their own work, which is a conflict of interest.
The Construction Manager (MWH/KBR) is an agent of the City. They hire the subcontractors
and inspectors to do the work.  It is their reputation, their warranty (a three-year warranty
at that) and their bond on the line. They have a financial interest in making sure the work is
done properly.

f) The City should have a State Audit.  As a requirement to receive State Revolving
Funds, the City must conduct an independent audit of each utilities expansion project
receiving SRF monies. Past projects were audited by KPMG and submitted to the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection for their review.

“If the State of Florida thinks we have done anything wrong, they can come down at any
time and audit our books,” said Stewart.  “However, to solicit a state audit when a requirement
already exists for one within each utilities project is redundant and pointless.”

Stewart added that independent audits have shown that the City’s finances are in order.
A prior request for a complete state audit in 1998 by the same individuals calling for one
now was deemed unnecessary by state officials.

The possibility of an injunction to stop the project has been broached by some residents;
however, any work stoppage on current projects will result in higher costs to all property
owners in the expansion areas.

The City of Cape Coral is entering the last phase of its five-year, $200-million utility
expansion project. The project is bringing City water, sewer and irrigation lines to thousands
of property owners in the Southwest part of the Cape. With rapid development occurring
throughout the city, the need for public utilities becomes greater.

Anyone who has questions about the utilities expansion project should call the Utilities
Expansion Office at 574-0712, the Construction Manager’s Office at 573-1191, or the City
Manager’s Office at 574-0447.  Our records are open to the public, and our process is
transparent.
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From the
Mayor

From the City
Manager

In the past year, Cape Coral has really been
“on the move.”  We have experienced the largest
percentage of increase in assessed value in all
of Lee County, albeit much of the majority of
that value arose from increased valuation of

existing property. The City still added $339 million in new construction value
during that period, and overall, our estimated assessed property values
increased from $5.6 billion to $6.8 billion.

Those numbers represent only a portion of the good news about Cape
Coral.  We have several major projects underway, in various stages of
development or commencement, which will provide future increases in
property values for the Cape.  The principal projects are Tarpon Point, Cape
Harbour’s Meta, Bonita Bay’s development of 524 acres and RealMark
Corporation’s 592-acre Entrada development.  These major projects, along
with other developments, ensure greater levels of new construction growth
in the future years.  This year we will have more than 3,500 new residences
being constructed, and the average value of our residences is increasing.
Homes in Cape Coral valued at more than $500,000 have doubled in the past
year.  Our population at year’s end will be about 122,000.

With our growth, we must have better land use regulations to focus that
growth as “smart growth.”  To constitute “smart growth” that growth must be
economically advantageous, protective of adjoining property values and
environmentally friendly.  “Smart growth” requires that our land use regulations
have better buffers and setbacks between residential land use and more intense
property land uses.  That improvement along with other better land use
controls will provide us with the beneficial growth that we all desire.  “Smart
growth” is essential and advantageous to the City, and will increase and
diversify our property tax base without impairing the properties of our
homeowners.  This is now all obtainable with good planning, and it will keep
Cape Coral on a positive track.

Sincerely,

Arnold E. Kempe

“This year we will have more than 3,500 new
residences being constructed, and the average

value of our residences is increasing.  Homes in
Cape Coral valued at more than $500,000 have

doubled in the past year.”

~ Arnold Kempe, Mayor

“The May 13 announcement by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service that they were lifting the

“Area of Inadequate Protection” designation from
the Caloosahatchee River was good news for

Cape Coral property owners.”

~ Terry Stewart, City Manager

The May 13 announcement by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service that they were lifting the
“Area of Inadequate Protection” designation
from the Caloosahatchee River was good news
for Cape Coral property owners.  Put in place in
2001, this designation blocked the issuance of hundreds of dock permits for
our saltwater property owners.

In lifting the designation, the Service cited the decline in the number of
manatee deaths related to watercraft.  Sam Hamilton, Regional Director for
USFWS, also was very complimentary of the extensive efforts expended by the
City of Cape Coral and Lee County to address concerns about the manatee.

We are cautiously optimistic about this decision.  During the two years that
the Caloosahatchee was under the AIP designation, the federal government
held up more than 600 permit applications.  While lifting the AIP should start
the flow of dock permits, we will wait and see if that actually happens before
we get too excited.

As noted in the cover story, the City of Cape Coral also filed a notice of
intent to sue the federal government over their refusal to issue dock permits in
Cape Coral.  By filing this notice, we have given those agencies the required 60
days notice before instituting a potential legal challenge against them.  We will
not withdraw this notice, nor will we issue a blanket statement that everything
is fine just because the Service withdrew the AIP designation.  If we have learned
nothing else these past two years, we learned that we cannot assume a
 “comfort level” with the federal government and environmental organizations
since they have demonstrated their capacity to enact policy decisions with little
regard to local concerns. We must continue to be alert and work with the federal
agencies toward reasonable manatee protection measures.

The lifting of the AIP could not have been accomplished without the
teamwork and effort of many organizations and individuals.  While the City of
Cape Coral became an active leader in this effort, it was Standing Watch and
the Southwest Florida Marine Industries Association who led the way and
created a path for us to follow.  Bringing these organizations together with
many other interested parties in our area created a formidable and vocal
“Coalition.”

To all of the Coalition members, let me simply say “thank you” for your
hard work.

Sincerely,

Terry Stewart
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USFWS Lifts the “Area of Inadequate Protection”
Designation from Caloosahatchee River

Citing the continued low mortality rates attributed to watercraft-related activities in the Caloosahatchee River, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced that they are lifting the “Area
of Inadequate Protection” designation. A letter dated May 13 from Sam Hamilton, Regional Director for the USFWS, stated that the USFWS had been impressed with the efforts put forth
by Cape Coral and Lee County to improve signage and increase law enforcement activities in the area. According to a USFWS representative, USFWS will begin processing boat dock
permits for the area immediately, adding that they are placing additional staff in Vero Beach to help with the backlog of 600+ permits.

“We are very pleased that the Service responded positively to the efforts we have expended these past several months to address manatee protection,” said Terry Stewart, Cape Coral city
manager.  “With increased enforcement of existing speed zones and increased awareness with boaters, manatee deaths due to watercraft have decreased substantially.”

Only two manatee mortalities related to watercraft activities have been recorded in Lee County this year, and neither of these mortalities occurred in the Caloosahatchee River. In fact,
since January 2002, there have been only three manatee deaths recorded that could be attributed to watercraft in the Caloosahatchee River.

To help reduce the number of manatee/boat collisions, Cape Coral increased their marine patrol unit and added more signage to increase awareness. Lee County also increased their
information efforts. Marine enforcement agencies at the local and state levels worked together to provide added enforcement of existing speed zones.

The issue of federal speed zones has not yet been resolved. Proposed federal speed zones could add significant time to any travel in the river, as well as create more hazards for the
manatee. While Cape Coral and Lee County acknowledge the need for speed zones, the placement of these zones must be based on sound science that protects the manatee and still allows
boaters to have reasonable access to the waters.

CITY OF CAPE CORAL NOTIFIES FEDERAL AGENCIES OF INTENT TO SUE
On May 9, the City of Cape Coral sent a notice of intent to sue the U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Department of the Army, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers.  The City alleged that the agencies’ failure to issue permits for the construction and repair of docks and other watercraft access facilities within Cape Coral violates the
Endangered Species Act, Marine Mammal Protection Act and Administrative Procedure Act.

“Permit applications have been held for nearly two years while federal agencies and environmental groups have quibbled in court and made unilateral agreements that had no regard for
our citizens,” said City Manager Terry Stewart. “Even though the federal government has agreed to start issuing permits, we need to keep our options open and not move too quickly to
withdraw this notice.”

The City retained the services of Preston Gates & Ellis, a law firm based in Washington, DC.  The law firm delivered the notice of intent to sue on behalf of the City via facsimile to the
named agencies.  The notice of intent provides the federal agencies with the required 60 days notice prior to the City filing a lawsuit in federal court.

The City of Cape Coral is a large peninsular city in Southwest Florida bordered by the Caloosahatchee River on the east and Matlacha Pass on the west.  The city has more than 400 miles
of canals and shoreline, with more than 125 miles having saltwater access.  The city has about 119,000 residents and is only about one-third developed, which means that Cape Coral has
an unusually high number of waterfront property owners and potential boat owners.

Under pressure from environmental groups, particularly the Save the Manatee Club, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service began an embargo on dock applications from Cape Coral property
owners. The federal government has indicated that they should begin issuing opinions on the permit applications during July.

The City of Cape Coral has taken unprecedented steps to provide added protection for the manatee.  The City imposed laws to govern watercraft speeds within City limits. City Council
also committed significant resources to expand our marine police unit, at a cost of $300,000. Cape Coral maintains more than 100 regulatory signs alerting boaters to manatee restrictions.

“Our efforts have contributed to a significant reduction in watercraft-related manatee deaths in the Caloosahatchee in the past 18 months,” said Stewart.  “We believe the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service has recognized our commitment to protecting the manatee; however, until we start seeing dock permits flow back into the Cape, we will continue to prepare for legal action,
if necessary.”



City Council Approves
Year-Round Watering Schedule

The City Council approved an ordinance that establishes a year-round watering schedule
for all Cape Coral residents.  This action mirrors similar action taken by the South Florida
Water Management District in April.  The SFWMD approved year-round restrictions for all
counties within the district.

Watering days and times will remain the same as they have been for Cape Coral residents.
However, these days and times now will be in effect throughout the year rather than from
December 1 through May 31.

Here are the days and times for all residents throughout the year. You can water a maximum
of four hours per day; however, there is no watering allowed from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Please
remember that you do not need to water on all three days.

EVEN numbered addresses: Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday
ODD numbered addresses: Monday, Wednesday and Saturday
NON-RESIDENTIAL properties: Monday, Wednesday and Friday
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What to do if You’re
Caught Outdoors During

a Lightning Storm
Research indicates that more than half of weather-related deaths are from lightning.

Compare this to 16 percent for drowning, 13 percent for tornadoes and almost 9 percent
for hurricanes.  These numbers are an eye-opener, and enough reason for everyone to
practice lightning safety precautions.

• If you’re outdoors, avoid water, high ground, open spaces and metal objects,
including fences, machinery, motors, and power tools.

• Do not seek shelter under a picnic pavilion or isolated trees. You’ll be safer in an
enclosed building or a car.

• If lightning is striking nearby, crouch down, put your feet together and place
your hands over your ears. Do not lie flat.

• Lightning-related deaths are usually caused by cardiac arrest. Assist a victim
immediately by administering CPR, if you’re qualified, and calling 911. There is
no threat of electrocution through bodily contact with the victim. So, don’t be
afraid to help.

Courtesy LCEC (Lee County Electric Cooperative)

City Changes
Meter Reading Routes

and Provider
By Sue Hatfield

In 1998, the City of Cape Coral contracted with LCEC to provide the meter reading
service for the City’s water and sewer accounts.  LCEC contracted to read water meters
for a fee of 30 cents per each correct meter reading.  The number of water meters has
increased from 31,000 to more than 38,000 during that time.

Last year, LCEC informed the City that they would not be renewing their contract.
The City solicited new bids, and the new contract was awarded to Bermex, Inc.,
headquartered in Southfield, Michigan.  On March 17, Bermex began reading meters
for a fee of 55 cents per each correct meter reading.

The City’s Billing Division took this opportunity with the change in contractors to
make some adjustments to improve the meter reading/utility billing process.  The City
purchased new meter-reading equipment that now provides for direct loading of meter
information into handheld devices used by the meter readers.  This reduces the potential
for errors in the reading of meters.

The City also reconfigured the meter-reading routes.  With the assistance of Bermex,
the routes were reorganized into areas that were more efficient for the meter readers.

The change in the water routes meant that most of the utility accounts would be
read and billed at a different time of the month than most customers had become
accustomed. This change in routes meant that the first bill generated would have a
different number of billing days than the typical 28- to 33-day service period.  Customers
probably noticed higher or lower water and sewer consumption charges than usual
depending on the number of days in the new service period.

Because there was a two-week gap between the time LCEC stopped reading meters
and Bermex started, any utility accounts scheduled to read in the first two weeks of
March had to be estimated.  Some accounts had been estimated too high, and in April,
the Billing Division corrected those bills by issuing a credit to the account.

The Billing Division would like to take this opportunity to express their appreciation
to all of their utility customers for their patience during this transition period.

City Begins Land
Acquisition for Future Water

and Wastewater Plants
With a population of about 119,000, the City of Cape Coral is the 12th largest city in Florida

and growing quickly.  With only about 35 percent of the city developed, there is a lot of room
for more residents and businesses.

The City must be able to provide exceptional services to its’ residents and visitors, and to do
so requires planning and preparing for growth.  This means keeping the existing infrastructure
maintained and planning for the future needs of the community.

The future needs includes a reliable source of drinking water and sewer treatment.  The
City is in the process of acquiring land in the North Cape as the location for a new water
treatment facility.  The City has been purchasing properties in Unit 42 for the new facility.

In 1999, Dames and Moore, a consulting firm, completed a Utility Master Plan for the City
of Cape Coral.  The plan projected that the demand for water would exceed the availability by
the year 2010.  The report estimated that a new 8-million-gallon per day water facility would
need to be online by 2008.  In addition, the report concluded that another wastewater treatment
facility would be required by 2020.

During May 2002, the City studied various areas in the northwest and northeast sections of
Cape Coral.  The City was looking for an area of no less than 40 acres in size.  Other items
considered were the total number of individual lots, the number of existing homes in the area,
the number of lakes, ponds, streets, and the distance from future supply wells.  City staff
evaluated 15 potential sites, and established a list of pros and cons to narrow down the list.  In
December 2002, three sites were presented to City Council for a final selection.  City Council
selected a centrally located site located between Chiquita Boulevard, Kismet Parkway, Nelson
Road and Diplomat Parkway; more specifically within Unit 42.  The location consists of 219
parcels, one existing house, no lakes, ponds, or canals and is close to the center of the northern
half of Cape Coral.  This central location concept allows for a balancing of hydraulics.  An
additional advantage to this location is that it allows convenient access to the facility from the
primary roads and will minimize traffic through the surrounding neighborhood.

Notices were mailed immediately to property owners within the site location.  The City
obtained an appraisal for every property, and contracts were mailed to the property owners
during the months of March, April and May.  To date, the City has contracted with about 40
percent of the property owners.

When the North Cape Treatment Facility comes online, it will be connected to the existing
City main.  This will relieve some of the demand on the Southwest Plant and serve the growing
population of the North Cape.  As growth continues, the North Plant will be expanded to
supply 30 million gallons of water a day while the South Plant will require an expansion to
supply 26 million gallons per day.

The City of Cape Coral is working today to meet the needs of tomorrow.  By planning now,
we can ensure a high quality of life for all of our current and future residents.



6

Utility Expansion Project
The City’s current five-year Utility Expansion Project continues to move forward.

To date, the City has completed the North Loop and the Pine Island Road Assessment Project.  Almost 50 percent of the Southwest One Assessment Project is completed, and the final
50 percent should be done by the end of June.  The Master Pump Station and the main connection to the Southwest Treatment plant have been delayed due to design changes. Their
completion is anticipated by the end of August.

The Southwest Three Assessment Project (the area to the north of Southwest One) was started in February and is scheduled for completion in May 2004.  The design and bidding of the
Southwest Two Assessment Project (the area to the east and north of Southwest Three) is 75 percent complete and should be finished by October.  Construction probably will start in
December.

The City also has embarked on smaller projects associated with the overall Utility Expansion Project.  Two of these projects are the installation of two 42-inch gate valves in the Everest
Wastewater Treatment Plant Complex, and the installation of a 24-inch sewer force main on Santa Barbara Boulevard between SW 27th Street and Gleason Parkway.  The Everest Project is
completed and the Santa Barbara Project is scheduled to begin sometime in May.

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
The Utility Expansion Division currently is assembling data to analyze and determine which areas of the city will be included in the next Utility Expansion Program.  This program

probably will be a five-year program beginning in 2005. The target areas for installation of utilities most likely will be the areas located south of Pine Island Road. The proposed expansion
will be presented to Council in August or September.

Unlicensed Contractor Sting Operation

Stay Away from
Downed Power Lines

If you see a downed power line, stay away from it! Coming in direct contact, or even in
close vicinity of a downed power line or anything touching it can be deadly.

Call LCEC at 656-2300 (after business hours, call 995-2121) or dial 911 to report the
location of the line.  And remember that only trained LCEC employees protected by
safety equipment should touch power lines.

While you wait for officials, stay away from the line, but watch the area until LCEC or
the police arrive. Keep children and animals away.

If someone comes in contact with a live power line, do not attempt to move the victim
or the line by yourself. Efforts to pull an electric shock victim away could make you a
second victim. Call 911 immediately.

Power lines are dangerous, but if you know the proper precautions, you can stay safe.
If you would like more information on how to stay safe around power lines, call LCEC

energy experts at 997-SAVE or 1-800-201-SAVE.
Courtesy: LCEC (Lee County Electric Cooperative)

City Continues
Rapid Pace of Growth

The City of Cape Coral continues to grow at a record pace.  During the months of April
and May, the Building Division issued 657 single family home permits. Since October
2002 (the beginning of the fiscal year), the City has issued 2,443 permits, which is only
340 shy of last year’s record total

Because of all of this construction, the City’s Inspection Division also keeps busy,
averaging 480 inspections per day.  In the month of April 2003, the inspectors conducted
more than 10,300 inspections, an average of 345 per day.  To help address this demand for
service, the City Council approved six additional positions for the Building Division - two
permitting clerks and four inspectors.

2002 National Electrical Code Becomes Effective
The 2002 National Electrical Code has been adopted by the Florida Building

Commission and will become effective on June 30, 2003.  Changes to the 2001 Florida
Building Code also will take effect on the same day.

On April 22, the Licensing Division of the City Clerk’s Office conducted a special sting
operation in an effort to stop unlicensed contractors.  The City’s Contractor’s Regulatory
Board had been expressing concern about the increasing number of complaints about
unlicensed contractors working within the city.

“Because of the potential problems that can occur with unlicensed contractors, we decided
to take some steps to address the complaints,” said Bonnie Vent, City Clerk.  “Our first step
was to set up a sting operation.”

Randy Bell, a Licensing Investigator with the City Clerk’s Office, contacted Sharlene Slosar,
an Investigative Specialist with the Department of Business and Professional Regulation.
Bell suggested that the two agencies combine efforts on the sting operation. The Cape Coral
Police Department also was enlisted to help set up operation.

Bell contacted a local realtor to see about using a rental home as the decoy.  The realtor
provided an appropriate rental home, and Bell and Slosar posed as a couple who had
purchased the home to fix and sell for a quick profit.

They contacted contractors whose names appeared on complaints, as well as others whose
businesses were listed in ads in various publications (Shopper, newspapers, Home Magazine,
etc.).  Most of the contractors were contacted by phone the week prior to the operation.
Appointments were made to meet with the contractors and receive estimates for the work
to be done.

Some of these contractors had no licensing, while others had a license but were working
outside the scope of their license.  For example, a “Property Maintenance” or “Handyman”

license might allow for trash removal, lawn care, cleaning or other activities; however, no
construction, renovation, or even removal of construction materials is permitted. Some of
these “contractors” offered to do plumbing, framing and electrical work.

The operation resulted in the arrest of seven individuals, who were detained by the Cape
Coral Police Department upon leaving the location.  They were cited for unlicensed
contracting and were given a “cease and desist” order. These seven individuals will be required
to appear in County Court.  A first offense for this type of violation is a 1st degree
misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and possible imprisonment not exceeding
one year.  A repeat violation (after having been found guilty) is a 3rd degree felony, and
could result in a fine of up to $5,000 and even imprisonment not exceeding five years.

The unlicensed contractor is not the only person on the hook.  Knowingly hiring an
unlicensed contractor also is a violation of Florida law.  Not only is the consumer vulnerable
to unreliable work, they also can face a fine up to $5,000.

“Using an unlicensed contractor is fraught with problems, in terms of both legality and
workmanship,” said Vent.  “We will continue to work with the Police Department, state
agencies and the local construction industry to prevent these problems from occurring.”

Anyone who suspects an individual or company is operating without a license may search
by licensee name or file a complaint with the Department of Professional Regulation at
www.MyFLorida.com or call them at 338-2373.  You also can contact our City Clerk’s Office
at 574-0430.



Noemi Ruiz Named Administrative
Professional of the Year

The Fort Myers Chapter of the International Association of Administrative Professionals announced that Noemi Ruiz, an employee in the
Public Works Services Division, has been selected as the Administrative Professional of the Year.  Noemi was one of the three finalists for the
award, which is presented to the administrative professional who scores the highest on the award application and panel questioning session.
Noemi has been the administrative secretary for Services since 2000.

Noemi joined the Association after attending a monthly business meeting.  She immediately liked the speaker, the positive energy and the
networking.  After she joined, she began attending review classes to obtain her certification as a Certified Professional Secretary.  She then
continued studying and in November 2002, she took the exam to be a Certified Administrative Professional.

Noemi is married to Jose Ruiz of the Utilities Division/Collection and Distribution Section of the Public Works Department for the City of Cape Coral.  They have six children between
them, ranging in ages from 4 to 19.  She also is a Mary Kay Independent Beauty Consultant.  Noemi loves working with everyone in the Services Division and strives to do her best for the
City and its citizens.  Noemi is also the past secretary of the Employee’s Association and is on the Employee of the Month Committee. Congratulations to Noemi.
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On April 8, four City Council seats were on the ballot for voters.  Here are brief profiles on the four Council members elected in the 2003 General Election.

Richard Stevens
District: 2
Council Member Since: November 1998
Resident of Cape Coral Since: 1969
Originally From: Upstate New York
Age: 71
Education: Bachelor’s of Arts, Master’s of Arts & Master of Divinity
Family:  Wife - Janice (married 48 years, four children, two
granddaughters
Occupation: Teacher, Minister, Politician
Hobbies: Reading, Writing, Gardening, Violin and several others once I can finally retire
What is the biggest challenge for the City of Cape Coral? More recently, the boat
dock permit/manatee issue.  However, we also need to implement development plans
without watering down by marginal developers.
What are your primary Goals as a Council member? Increase the tree canopy. Install
roundabouts as a mode of traffic management. Underground our electric wires in
residential areas
If you could accomplish only one goal on Council, what would it be? I have been
advocating roundabouts as a traffic management tool for a couple of years, and I would
like to see them incorporated in our road projects.

Mickey Rosado
District: 7
Council Member Since: April 14, 2003
Resident of Cape Coral since: 1997
Age: 34
Education: Professional Development Courses in Cultural Affairs,
Negotiations, Media and Community Outreach. Attended
Sacramento City Collage, B.A Sacramento State University
continuing courses at Florida Gulf University.
Occupation: Entrepreneur, CEO/President of Mickey Rosado Management Sports &
Entertainment, President of Authentic Latin Cuisine / Make a Wish Cakes.
Hobbies: Sports, Reading, Travel.
What is the biggest challenge for the City of Cape Coral?: Defining our future,
complementing our traditional residents.
What are your primary Goals as a Council Member?: Outreach to all citizens our
goals, develop a working relationship with our surrounding sister cities. Partnering with
local business to encourage participation of all. Develop incentives for economic
development.
If you could accomplish only one goal on Council, what would it be?: Inclusiveness.

Alan J. Boyd
District: 3
Council Member Since: November 1998
Resident of Cape Coral Since: 1986
Originally From: Massachusetts
Age: 35
Education: Graduate of Arch Bishop Williams, real estate school
and other educational classes.
Family:  Wife - Brenda, two children
Occupation: Sales and Marketing
Hobbies: Boating
What is the biggest challenge for the City of Cape Coral? Managing and preparing
our city for growth.
What are your primary Goals as a Council member? To improve recreational and
community opportunities for our youth and to encourage economic development
If you could accomplish only one goal on Council, what would it be? Attain a better
balance between our residential and commercial development.

Alex LePera
District: 5
Council Member Since: November 1998
Resident of Cape Coral Since: 1988
Originally From: Pittsburgh, PA
Age: 56
Education:  Bachelor’s of Science, Health & Recreation, Bachelor’s
in English Education
Family:  Married, four grandchildren
Occupation: Retired
Hobbies: Reading, Boating
What is the biggest challenge for the City of Cape Coral? Managing and controlling
growth while maintaining a high quality of life
What are your primary Goals as a Council Member? Create and re-create vibrant,
needed areas such as Downtown, City Centrum, Mid-Commerce Park. Conserve other
lands for future parks and green space to protect our environment
If you could accomplish only one goal on Council, what would it be? To continue to
have people refer to Cape Coral as “paradise” by keeping our city clean, safe and affordable.



Welcome to the 2003 hurricane season.
For new residents who have just moved to
Cape Coral from another state, this is your
initiation into our annual disaster
preparedness ritual.

Each year, residents of Florida and other
coastal states prepare for the Atlantic
hurricane season, which begins June 1 and
continues through November 30.
Predictions for this year suggest another
above-average season for storm activity
with 12 named storms, eight being
hurricanes and three categorized as “major”
or “intense.”

Hurricanes can result in loss of life and
widespread damage, particularly on the East
Coast and the Gulf Coast area.  Too many
people think these storms are harmless or
have become apathetic since our area has
not been impacted by a major hurricane in
years.  Most residents tend not to make any

preparations or take any precautions, and if a storm threatens, they might attempt to ride it out.  This certainly
is not recommended.

With tropical storms, we can experience extremely high winds, massive amounts of rain and the possibility
of tornadoes.  One of the most deadly aspects of a hurricane is storm surge, which can create a massive wall
of water when making landfall.  A good portion of Cape Coral is susceptible to storm surge, and this could
result in the loss of property or life if one chooses to stay through a storm.

Do you know the elevation of your home?  If evacuations are called, it is important to know this information.
You can find this data in the paperwork you received when you closed on your home or with your flood
insurance information.  Knowing the elevation can give you a guideline of how much water your property
can tolerate.

If you are asked to evacuate, you need to know what evacuation route to take out of Cape Coral.    Evacuation
signs are posted on the major roads leading out of Cape Coral.  Review a map of the area now while the
weather is still calm.  Learn the safe routes inland, north, south or east of our area.  You will be directed based
on the category of the impending storm and the direction the storm is traveling. You may be asked to evacuate
north toward Tampa, east toward Orlando or south to the Miami area, depending on the direction and
intensity of the storm.  Detailed hurricane information for this area is available on the Lee County website,
www.lee-county.com.  If you do not have access to the Internet, an “All Hazards” booklet with extensive
hurricane preparation information is available from the Fire Department administrative offices on Nicholas
Parkway and from City Hall on Cultural Park Blvd.  This publication is free.

A disaster preparedness kit is essential.  There are a number of items necessary to have on hand to help
weather a storm.  A list is available on the Red Cross website, www.redcross.org, the FEMA website,
www.fema.gov, and the State of Florida website, www.floridadisaster.org.

When considering a disaster plan, please remember to plan for any pets, and have food and water on
hand for them.  Pets are not allowed in shelters.  Have a pet carrier available for emergency situations.

If you or a member of your family needs medical assistance, i.e., oxygen or other medical problems that
require monitoring, or if you need assistance in getting to a shelter, please make arrangements in advance by
calling Lee County Public Safety at 335-1601.  Do not wait until the last minute as this could delay assistance.

Storm shelters are in short supply in Cape Coral  (4,700 spaces for 119,000 residents).  Because of the lack
of space, shelters only should be used as a last resort.  Other shelters are available across the river.  A list of
shelters is in the Lee County “Big Red” Phone Book (May 2003 edition) or in the All Hazards booklet.   If a
shelter is the only option, it is strongly suggested that one learn the locations of shelters, both in Cape Coral
and across the river in Lee County.

The best plan in the event of a storm is to leave early and get out of harm’s way.  The earlier you leave, the
better the choice of motels.  Plus, you can avoid the inevitable traffic jam that will occur should a massive
evacuation take place.

HERE ARE SOME STEPS TO TAKE PRIOR TO
THE APPROACH OF A HURRICANE:

• Protect all windows and the garage door in your home.

• Trim back all trees and palms.

• Check your insurance coverage.  Insurance is not available if
there is an active named storm in the Atlantic, Gulf or Caribbean,
and there is 30-day wait period for flood insurance.

• Have a family communication plan with someone out of the
area to serve as a contact.

• Purchase enough food and water for 5-7 days for each person.

• Keep your car fully fueled.

• Take pictures of your home, the contents and all possessions
for insurance purposes to prove what you owned should you
lose everything.

• Bring your outdoor furniture inside, and anchor anything that
cannot be stored inside.

• Secure your boat (excellent information in All Hazards
brochure).

• Gather valuables and insurance documents in a waterproof
container and take with you.

• If you are leaving your home, disconnect power from all
appliances, except refrigerator.

• Watch TV or listen to radio for hurricane reports and shelter
openings.

• Keep a supply of cash at home, preferably in small bills.  Bank
may be closed and ATMs may not work due to loss of the facility
or loss of electricity.

Cape Coral Fire, Rescue and Emergency Management Services is
committed to working with Lee County in the event of an impending storm.
The state and county agencies are responsible for evacuation decisions and
opening of shelters.  We will make every effort to warn Cape Coral residents
via the media of the status of the storm, conditions in Cape Coral and the
availability of shelters.  Information will be broadcast on the City’s
government access channel, Cape TV, which is Channel 14 on Time-Warner
cable.  Emergency Management staff will prepare for the storm, take
emergency protective measures prior to, and assist in response and recovery
following the storm. City staff will be operating from our Emergency
Operations Center located directly behind the old City Hall.  All operations
will be coordinated with the county, state and federal government at this
location should the city be impacted by a hurricane.

We encourage Cape Coral residents to attend a hurricane seminar.  These
seminars are announced through the local media.  The seminars will provide
a wealth of information from local TV meteorologists, Lee County
Emergency Management staff, Cape Coral Emergency Management staff,
Red Cross, Animal Services and people in the building industry.  You will
walk away with a better insight into the hurricane season and what you
must do to protect yourself and your home. As Max Mayfield, Director of
the National Hurricane Center says, “Preparation through education is
less costly than learning through tragedy.” For more information on
hurricanes and seminars, contact the Cape Coral Emergency Operations
Center at 573-3022.
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2003 Hurricane Season Underway
by Carolyn Nelson, Emergency Management Planner
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How to Prepare Your Lawn
during the Rainy Season

A case study with the Bush family
By Cathy Loyola

Warren and Joan Bush have lived in Cape Coral for more than four years, building their house on a saltwater canal in southwest Cape
Coral.  They were new to the Florida area, and they wanted to get information on the best landscaping options available in southwest
Florida.  In August 2002, the Bushes attended a Florida Yards and Neighborhoods class at Rotary Park.  They combined the information
they gained at the workshop with their own creative ideas and hard work, and today they have an award-winning Certified Florida Yard.

What makes their yard so special and what does this have to do with being prepared for the rainy season?  The Bush residence has
implemented landscaping options that make optimal use of Southwest Florida’s two seasons - the dry season and the rainy season.  And
as you can see by the accompanying photographs, you do not need a large yard to employ landscaping practices that make the best use of
our area’s limited water supply.

The Bush property has a small front yard.  The grass is green, lush
and healthy, and is watered 1/2-inch each watering day (or 1/2-inch
of water for six inches of roots).  They do not use their irrigation
system during the rainy season. To keep the grass green, they fertilize
with iron instead of nitrogen and limit the application to the small
lawn area.  By using iron, they reduce the amount of nitrogen and
phosphate contributing to stormwater runoff in our canal system and surrounding aquatic preserves.  Nutrient loading
(nitrogen and phosphate) from urban lawns constitutes about 60 percent of the nonpoint source pollution in our
waterways (pollution not from an industrial source).

The Bushes also reconstructed a pine flatwood in their front yard.  Pine flatwoods covered a large portion of Cape
Coral before the land was cleared for construction. The pine needles fall in the planting area, creating mulch and
adding soil acidity for the azalea bushes, which do not like the typical alkaline soil found in Cape Coral. Pine trees,

along with sea grape, wild coffee, native white plumbago and scorpion tail, are native to Florida.  These plants are wonderful for landscaping because they are adapted to southwest Florida’s
rainy and dry seasons.  They do not need to be watered once established, nor do they need to be supplemented with
fertilizers.  As mulch breaks down, it adds nutrients to the soil making fertilizers unnecessary.  This reduces the amount of
chemicals that could be swept away with the stormwater runoff from lawns.

The Bushes did not stop with their front yard.  Since the backyard is adjacent to a saltwater canal, and any plantings have
the potential to seep into the waterway, they chose plants that require few additional nutrients. In the photograph, you can
see that they created a comfortable haven for themselves as well as birds and butterflies.  You also may notice that there is
no grass planted in the backyard.

Another creative addition to the yard was a rain barrel.  The barrel collects rainwater and is connected to the downspout
with a faucet.  The water is used to fill birdbaths or water the nearby vegetable garden.  The barrel is painted to blend with
the house and tucked neatly into the landscaping.  The rain barrel not only helps prevent stormwater runoff, but also drains
into a pervious stone area.  The rainwater is held in the area and allowed to soak into the ground gradually.

Warren and Joan Bush have reduced their grass cover, planted native plants, and are collecting rainwater and preventing
stormwater runoff.  They are prepared for the rainy season as well as the subsequent dry season.  Are you?  And if not, would you like to be?

If you would like to learn more about preparing your yard for the seasons, call the Environmental Resources Division at 574-0745.  Please join us at Rotary Park for our summer native
plant sale on Saturday, July 26 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. You also can sign up for one of our Florida Yards and Neighborhoods classes being offered at the following locations:

Rotary Park - Phone: 549-4606, July 22, August 26 - 7 p.m. - 9 p.m., and August 22 - 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Yacht Club - Phone: 574-0806, July 23 and 30, and August 4 and 25 - 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Citizen’s Action
Center Extends Hours

of Operation
The Citizen’s Action Center is now open later to help our citizens.

The new hours of operation are Monday through Friday 7:30 a.m.
until 5 p.m.  The Customer Service Representatives and the Action
Center can be contacted by phone at 574-0425 or through the City’s
website, at  www.capecoralgov.org  under the “eCape” section.

Citizen’s Action Center
is now Bilingual

The Citizen’s Action Center, located in the City Clerk’s Office in City Hall has found another way to improve
customer service.  The City’s new lead Customer Service Clerk, Alejandra Papilla, is proficient in English or Spanish.
Alejandra will be available to assist any of our Spanish-speaking callers.

Anyone needing assistance with problems relating to roads, flooding, canals, streetlights, traffic signs, city projects,
water leaks, etc, can contact the Citizen’s Action Center at 574-0425.  The office is open Monday through Friday
from 7:30 a.m. until 5 p.m. As an added convenience, an online version of the Action Center is available for citizens
to register their concerns via their home computer.  The website address is: www.capecoralgov.org.
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Rainy Season Means Residents
Should Prepare for Standing Water

It’s that time of year again.
As Summer approaches, the City of Cape Coral will be entering the rainy season, which typically lasts June through

September. Cape Coral receives an average of 53 inches of rain each year, and most of the rain occurs during this four-
month period. This huge amount of rainfall produces a great amount of stormwater runoff.  In many events, the
rainfall is so heavy that standing water in roads and yards is common.  That is one of the by-products of living in a
subtropical environment.

During and after a storm, the rainwater is conveyed through the swales, where it is filtered and heavy deposits
captured before the water enters the inlets.  Cape Coral’s stormwater eventually flows into about 400 miles of man-

made canals throughout the city.  These canals are defined as primary stormwater conveyance facilities (drainage systems).
The canals receive this water from the secondary drainage facilities, which consist of 2,400 miles of shallow roadside swales,

488 miles of pipe and 45,000 catch basin/inlets.
During a heavy storm, water will collect in front of these inlets and may create standing water within an intersection.  The reason this

standing water occurs is because the canal level is higher than normal, to the point where the storm pipes are unable to release the water.  When the water reaches a certain depth in the
intersection, it creates such head pressure at the inlet that the water is forced through the pipes.  This creates a siphoning effect, which will drain most flooded intersections in a matter of
minutes.  If the canal levels get too high in the freshwater systems, structures called “weirs” can be removed to bring the water down to an acceptable level.  The city currently has 25 of these
structures strategically placed throughout the freshwater canal system.

The tidal action in the saltwater canals greatly affects the secondary drainage facilities when there is a high tide.  As the tide recedes, the water flowing through the outfall pipes have less
restriction and disperse water from the swale areas faster.

It certainly is not unusual to have several incidents and reports of flooding during heavy rain.  With massive amounts of rain falling during the rainy season, the city is bound to have
occasional flooding.  This flooding, however, results in an equal flood of phone calls to the Public Works’ Services Division.  In most cases, if residents can wait a day or two, the majority of
standing water will drain.  However, there are situations where standing water remains for several days.  These situations are a top priority for the Division.

Please note that the Services Division addresses only the flooding that occurs along the roadways.  The homeowner must handle standing water in the backyard and side yards of
residences.  While the City can provide suggestions or guidance to residents experiencing flooding problems in these areas, actual maintenance is the responsibility of the homeowner.

During the rainy season we ask that residents exercise patience and caution - patience in waiting for the rainwater to drain and caution in navigating the rain-soaked streets of the city.
Working together, the City staff and residents can get through the daily deluges without incident or injury.  If you have any questions or concerns about flooding or drainage, call the
Citizen’s Action Center at 574-0425

AFTER THE STORM: How You Can Help Bring Back the Power
LCEC has comprehensive emergency restoration plans for after hurricanes or severe storms pass,
but experience has shown that cooperation from customers is critical to the success of these plans.

You can help restore power more quickly by following a few safety precautions.

As the rainy season approaches Southwest Florida, with towering thunderheads building
on the horizon, bringing with it thunderstorms and lightning shows, it is time once again to
think of the effects the weather has on our daily lives and possessions - specifically,
our computers.

Florida is the “Lightning Capital of the World” with regular occurrences of surges, spikes,
brownouts and blackouts.  Let’s say lightning strikes a nearby transformer.  If the surge is
powerful enough, it travels quickly through wiring and phone lines with the electrical force
equivalent to a tidal wave.  The surge slams into your computer via the outlet or phone lines.
It takes only a second for a sudden power surge to destroy your computer.

Needless to say, one should not work on a computer during a serious storm.  That simply
is unwise.  One way to afford the computer a little protection from surges is to connect the
PC to a UPS or surge protector unit.  You spend good money on a computer, and purchasing
a surge protector is a small investment to help prevent damage from some of the smaller
power surges.

Pull the Plug to Protect Your Computer
However, surge protectors are not foolproof and 100 percent effective.  They offer some

protection, but keep in mind, they will not be adequate to prevent a lightning strike.  Phone
lines are completely unprotected.  The fact is your local electric company simply cannot
provide the clean, consistent power demanded by sensitive electronics, which leaves you
responsible for the safe operation and protection of the equipment.

There is only one sure way to prevent damaging your computer during one of Cape
Coral’s powerful thunderstorms.  Disconnect your computer from the power source and
phone line.  Don’t do one and not the other.  Remember, lightning can travel through phone
lines and electric lines.

Don’t take any chances with lightning, especially here in Cape Coral.  Do your computer
a favor, and disconnect the equipment during a storm.  This will ensure that your PC will
live to see another day of surfing the net.

• Stay clear of downed power lines. They may be energized and dangerous.
• Help keep telephone lines clear for emergency calls. Only call LCEC to report downed

power lines or if your power is still out after your neighbors’ has been restored.
• If your home is without electricity, turn off circuit breakers or remove fuses at your

electrical panel to protect your appliances.

• Don’t attempt to trim trees or remove debris from around downed lines until crews
are finished restoring power to your area. Inspect the “weather head” on your roof
and the box that surrounds your electric meter for damage. Also, inspect your home
for water in the ceiling or walls, and contact an electrician to repair the damage.
Courtesy LCEC (Lee County Electric Cooperative)
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Collection Efforts Result in
Decrease in Delinquencies

By Sue Hatfield, Billing Supervisor

The City of Cape Coral has taken several steps to help reduce the number of delinquent
accounts.  Until recently, the City was responsible for collecting all the billings for utilities
assessments, lot mowing, stormwater fees, and monthly water and sewer accounts.  While
the City has a very good collection record, a number of delinquent accounts had accumulated
over the years.  Liens had been placed on these delinquent properties, which protected the
City’s interest.  Still, with a total delinquent amount of more than $16 million, City Council
decided to take additional steps to collect these delinquencies and reduce the amount of
money owed to the City.

The first step was to involve the Lee County Tax Collector in the process.  The Tax Collector
has an excellent collection rate, since failure to pay any portion of one’s tax bill will result in
the issuance of a tax certificate on the property.  Working with the Tax Collector’s Office, the
City added the annual stormwater fee to the tax bill.  Council also agreed to add any
delinquent stormwater amounts under $1,000 to the tax roll as well (accounts delinquent
for $1,000 or more are being sent to foreclosure).  By sending these bills to the Tax Collector,
the City reduced the delinquent stormwater amount from $3.9 million in April 2002 to $1.7
million in April 2003.

Another step to reduce delinquencies was to add the collection of all future utilities
expansion assessments to the tax roll.  Property owners in the Pine Island Road Corridor
project and the Southwest One project now are being billed annually on their tax bill.
By placing the assessments on the tax bill, the City is ensured a high collection rate on
these accounts.

This move addressed delinquencies on future expansion projects; however, City Council
also wanted to address the existing delinquencies from the previous utility expansion projects.
While the City had foreclosed on vacant property that was in arrears, the City did not take
the same action on developed properties.  In June 2002, City Council directed staff to begin
foreclosing on developed properties.  To accomplish the task, the City hired three law firms
to handle foreclosure activity.

Since September 20, 2002, the City has sent 232 properties with more than $2 million in
delinquent fees to the law firms of Cottrell, Warchol, Merchant & Rollings, L.L.P., Duncan &
Tardif, P.A., and Pavese, Haverfield, Dalton, Harrison & Jensen, L.L.P.  Thus far, these firms
have collected about $1 million.  Combined with continued efforts by the City to collect, the
amount of delinquent assessments has been reduced by $1.8 million.

The decline in delinquencies is expected to continue as the City prepares for another
year of tax billing, combined with continued collection efforts by the City’s Billing Division
and foreclosure action by the contracted law firms.

Police Department Moves
Ahead with Technology

In the coming months, the Cape Coral Police Department will implement a
number of City Council approved technological advances aimed at improving
the department’s effectiveness and enhancing the delivery of service to the public.

COMPUTER AIDED DISPATCH
Currently the department’s dispatch system can handle only a limited amount of data

and may noticeably slow down during busy periods. Major planned upgrades to the system
include the addition of features such as greater data handling capacities and a mapping
system to clearly display the location of incidents and officers. A TDD system for hearing-
impaired callers also will be included. In addition, the system will integrate with the new
Records Management System.

RECORDS MANAGEMENT
The department will enjoy vastly improved mapping for accurate, instantaneous crime

analysis. Types of incidents, and their precise locations, will be displayed on detailed “pin
maps,” providing a comprehensive picture of what crimes are occurring in which
neighborhoods. The new system also will allow mug shots to be coupled with individual
reports, providing photographic identification of criminal offenders as part of arrest reports
and suspect descriptions. Finally, advanced scanning features will make reports more readily
accessible to officers and citizens.

FIELD REPORTING
Using wireless technology and laptop computers installed in police vehicles, officers will

enter incident and crime reports directly into the system. Beyond these reports, officers also
will have the capability to write and enter traffic crash reports (including diagrams) directly
into their mobile computers for transmittal to the main database.

DIGITAL DISPATCH
The department’s new digital dispatch system will allow officers to run instant tag checks,

instant persons checks (for fugitives or other wanted individuals), and retrieve information
on active police calls throughout the city. This all will be accomplished using the individual
laptops in the police vehicles. These capabilities will reduce police radio traffic while at the
same time giving officers immediate access to critical information. For example, using the
new field reporting and digital dispatch technologies, an officer can initiate a call, handle
the incident, write the report, and enter the report into the system, all without having to
speak to a dispatcher, thus freeing air time for emergency and other critical transmissions.

MISCELLANEOUS FEATURES
In addition to the main components described above, the department will use the

following related systems to further enhance its effectiveness:

• Professional Standards Module - track all data relating to internal administrative
investigations, activity, and information.

• Training Module - track the training history of individual officers, including courses
attended, certifications, etc.

• Bar Coding Module - the ability to bar code property and evidence for improved tracking,
retrieving, and accountability.

• Fire Department Module - interconnectivity with the fire department’s systems for
sharing of information and exchange of data.

FUTURE ENHANCEMENTS
• An Automated Vehicle Locator system that uses global positioning systems to display

the location of all officers and identify which officers are closest to a call for service.

• A card-swipe system that transfers data from an individual’s driver license directly into
a computerized report, traffic citation, or other official police document.

• The capability to wirelessly transmit data files and video images. For example, officers
responding to a bank robbery could receive images from the bank’s security cameras
while enroute to the scene.

City Conducting
2003 Citizen’s Survey

The City of Cape Coral is conducting its biennial Citizen’s Survey and recently mailed
surveys to 500 randomly selected residents of Cape Coral.

Every two years, the City of Cape Coral conducts a Citizen’s Survey to help guide our
project planning, evaluate programs or personnel, and prioritize our budget allocations.
Two years ago, the survey indicated the citizens wanted the City to focus on police protection,
road maintenance, and fire and rescue services.  Based on those results, the City Council
added nine additional police officers and a marine patrol unit.  We continued the $18-million
road widening project on Cape Coral Parkway and extended Juanita Boulevard to Tropicana,
and we will be installing a new communications system to improve our police and fire
services.

If you receive a Citizen’s Survey from us, please take the time to answer the questions
and return the survey as soon as possible.  This is your opportunity to have input into the
operations and priorities of your City government.
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Flood Protection Includes Planning and Insurance
After fires, floods are the most common and widespread of all natural disasters.  News reports from flooded areas often include descriptions of people in areas of imminent flooding

trying to protect their property with sandbags.  Although the strenuous and time-consuming task of sandbagging can help fend off rising water, this activity generally should be considered
as a last resort.  It is important to know some basic facts about flooding and steps you can take now to protect your life and property.

Most residents of Cape Coral live in a flood zone that falls into a category called a “Special Flood Hazard Area.” These areas are the V-Zone and A-Zone on the Flood Zone map.  B-Zone
and C-Zone are not considered part of the Special Flood Hazard Area, but just because your property is in one of the less susceptible flood zones does not mean you have no need for
concern. Twenty-five percent of flooding occurs outside areas formally designated as being flood-prone (i.e. Special Flood Hazard Areas).

Flood insurance is required for many property owners; however, this insurance is available to all properties in Cape Coral, including property in the B-Zone and C-Zone (these zones can
be insured at a lower insurance premium than the higher risk areas).

CAPE CORAL’S FLOODING THREAT
Flooding in Cape Coral can occur from two causes, heavy rain and storm surge.  Torrential rain is often associated with tropical storms.  Aside from localized street flooding, the Cape’s

stormwater infrastructure has proven to perform well relative to preventing flood losses to homes and businesses during torrential rainstorms.  However, it may not have adequate capacity
if it rains hard enough for an extended period or if pipes get clogged.  Many of the underground pipes, particularly in the southeast section of the city are susceptible to corrosion.  When
this happens, soil can enter the system and severely reduce the capacity.  The other flood threat - storm surge - is a phenomenon usually associated with hurricanes.  It results from air
pressure driving waters against the gravitational forces that usually determine the boundaries between land and sea.  Amazingly, the storm surge can be as high as 25 feet in an intense
hurricane.  The flood zone map indicates the susceptibility of each area to flooding. The following information provides suggestions of actions you can take to protect yourself and your
property.

It is important to know your flood hazard.  Flood maps and flood protection references are available at the Cape Coral Branch of the Lee County Public Library.  Flood Zone maps also
can be viewed at City Hall.  These maps, known as Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM for short), are available in our Planning Division, and if you would like assistance reading the maps,
please ask our staff for help.  If you are buying a home or property, you can call 574-0553 with the block and lot numbers to find out the flood zone.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
Several of the City’s efforts to prevent flooding depend on your cooperation and assistance.  This is how you can help:

• Do not dump or throw anything into the swales, drainage inlets, canals, basins or river. Dumping into these waters is a violation of City of Cape Coral, Code of Ordinances, Section 9-
16.  This includes lawn clippings, horticultural trimmings, dirt and fill material, and other construction debris.  Keep in mind that any dirt or lawn clippings blown into the street
eventually will be washed into the drainage system.  Also, construction sites are required to have erosion protection devices.  Material such as silt and sand can reduce the capacity or
plug the drainage system.  If this occurs, the system cannot carry the water away as it was engineered to do.  If you see dumping, please notify Code Enforcement at 574-0613.

• If your property is next to a drainage inlet, canal, or river, please keep inlets open and the banks clear of brush and debris.

• Always check with the Department of Community Development, Building Division (574-0546) before you build on, alter, regrade, or deposit fill on your property. You may need a permit
to ensure that projects do not cause problems on other properties. If you see building or filling without a City permit sign posted, notify Code Enforcement at 574-0613.

• Familiarize yourself with the following information on the flood warning system, flood safety, property protection, flood insurance, remodeling requirements, and beneficial functions
of wetlands.

EMERGENCY WARNING SYSTEM
The Lee County Emergency Operations Center provides the Emergency Warning System for Cape Coral.  Tune in local radio or television stations listed below for the latest distribution

of emergency information.  Severe weather and flood warning threats also are continuously broadcast by the National Weather Service on special weather radios, Channel 4, 162.475 MHz.
Because any storm is likely to interrupt electric power, it is important that you have a tuner that can operate on battery power and that you have a supply of fresh batteries.  Be prepared for
interruptions of service from cable television providers.   Emergency vehicles also may broadcast emergency information over an amplified speaker.

FLOOD SAFETY

FM STATIONS
WAYJ-FM 88.7

WSRX 89.5
WGCU-FM 90.1
WSOR-FM 90.9
WJYO-FM 91.5

WTKT-FM 93.5
WARO-FM 94.5
WILZ-FM 95.3
WRXK-FM 96.1
WINK-FM 96.9

WDRR-FM 98.5
WJBX-FM 99.3

WOST-FM 100.1
WAVV-FM 101.1

WWGR-FM 101.9

WXKB-FM 103.9
WXRM-FM 105.5
WJST-FM 106.3

WJST 106.3
WCKT-FM 107.1

TELEVISION STATIONS
Time-Warner Cable

                   Broadcast  - Air                           Broadcast  - Air
WBBH (NBC) 2 20
WTVK (WB) 6 46
WZVN (ABC) 7 26
WFTX (FOX) 4 36

AM STATIONS
WCRM-AM 1350
WMYR-AM 1410
WWCL-AM 1440

WQAM-AM 770
WKII-AM 1070

WTLQ-AM 1200
WINK-AM 1240

FM STATIONS

WINK (CBS) 5 11
WEVU (IND) 23 7
WGCU (PBS) 3 30

• Do not walk through flowing water.  Drowning is the No. 1 cause of flood deaths,
mostly during flash floods.  Currents can be deceptive; six inches of moving water can
knock you off your feet.  If you must walk in standing water, use a pole or stick to ensure
that the ground is still there before you step farther.  Floodwaters also can carry
microorganisms capable of causing disease via skin contact.

• Do not drive through a flooded area.  More people drown in their cars than anywhere
else.  Do not drive around road barriers; the road or bridge may be washed out.

• Avoid power lines and electrical wires.  The No. 2 flood killer after drowning is
electrocution.  Electrical current can travel through water.  Report downed power lines to
the power company or City emergency management offices.

• Look out for animals, especially snakes.  Small animals flooded out of their homes may
seek shelter in yours.  Use a pole or stick to poke and turn things over and scare away
small animals.

• Look before you step.  After a flood, the ground and floors are covered with debris including
broken bottles and nails.  Floors and stairs covered with mud can be very slippery.
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PROPERTY PROTECTION MEASURES
If your property has a low finished floor elevation, you may consider retrofitting your

structure.  Retrofitting can include elevating the structure, flood-proofing doors and walls, re-
grading, or installing earthen berms and/or concrete walls.  Although costly, professionals
may recommend these measures to help protect your property during flooding.  An approach
everyone can use is to raise the elevation of certain valuables at the time flooding is predicted.
This involves putting them on counters, upper cabinets, and attics or upper floors.  If you are
interested in learning more about these options, the Federal Emergency Management Agency
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers have publications available on these topics.  Many
publications are available, free of charge, at the Department of Community Development.

FLOOD INSURANCE
Most homeowner’s and renter’s insurance policies exclude protection from damage caused

by flooding.  Almost any building is insurable against flooding through the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP) which offers affordable, federally backed insurance. Structures
under construction also are insurable.  Contents of insurable buildings can be covered by a
separate policy, also making flood insurance available to renters. Because the City provides
more than the minimum required flood plain management, properties within the city are
eligible for a 10 percent premium reduction.

Many people purchased flood insurance because the bank required it when they got a
mortgage or home improvement loan.  Unless you requested that your flood insurance policy
cover the contents, it may only cover the structure.  It is possible that flooding waters could
cause more damage to the contents than to the structure.  If you are in a V-Zone or an A-
Zone, you are four times more likely to experience a flood than a fire.  For properties in a B, C,
or X-Zone, the insurance premium is significantly less.  Note that nearly one-third of the
claims that the National Flood Insurance Program receives comes from these lower risk areas.

SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT REQUIREMENTS
The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) requires that if the cost of reconstruction,

rehabilitation, addition, or other improvement to a building equals or exceeds 50 percent of
the building’s market value, then the building must meet current flood zone construction
requirements.  Substantially damaged buildings also must be brought up to the same standards.
Article VI of the City of Cape Coral, Land Use and Development Regulations (pages LU-194
through LU-211.5) specifies details on flood damage prevention.  This information is available
at the City Clerk’s office.

NATURAL AND BENEFICIAL
FUNCTIONS OF WETLANDS

In Cape Coral, the areas most susceptible to tropical storm tidal surge are located near the
coastline of Charlotte Harbor, Matlacha Pass and the Caloosahatchee River.  These vast areas
extend from Burnt Store Marina to just north of Four Mile Cove Ecological Preserve.  Most of
these areas with the highest susceptibility to flooding are preservation lands owned by the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection.  By preserving the native vegetation
consisting of salt marshes and mangrove communities, residents of Cape Coral gain significant
protection.  The mangroves, in particular, stabilize the shoreline during hurricanes.  The
mangroves have prop roots, leaves, and branches that offer frictional resistance to flowing
water. This reduces storm erosion and decreases the speed of the flow of tidal inundation.  It
also allows the settling of particulate matter.  Trees use these sediments and the nutrients in
the water for growth. Additionally, the wetlands provide areas for propagation of marine life,
bird life, water quality enhancement for surrounding waters, and aesthetic benefits.  It is in
the best interest of Cape Coral to make sure that the functional integrity of these areas is not
degraded.

Because most of us have not been though a major hurricane or experienced flooding, the
devastation caused by these storms is hard to visualize.  Experts who have studied the problem
of storm damage and ways to mitigate the consequences formulated the recommendations
provided herein.  Additional information about hurricane procedures is available in the Sprint
Yellow Pages directory.  It contains a map showing evacuation zones for Lee County, primary
evacuation routes, and the locations of Red Cross-managed emergency public shelters. The
telephone directory has lists of materials you should have on hand for a hurricane or flood
event.  More detailed information is available in the All Hazards Guide: 2003 Edition, prepared
by Lee County Emergency Management, available at City Hall.  By considering this information,
attending hurricane seminars, purchasing flood insurance, and tuning into media broadcasts
and other sources of information, you may prevent loss of property and life.

New Boardwalk Planned for
Rotary Park and Glover Bight

A new boardwalk soon will be added to the City’s environmental park, Rotary Park in
the Southwest Cape.  A Greenways and Trails grant from the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection will fund part of the first phase of the project, which includes a
parking lot and construction of a portion of the new boardwalk.  The second phase of the
project, which will finish the boardwalk, is being funded through the Lee County Tourist
Development Council.  This 1,500-ft. boardwalk will provide public access to the river
and will meander through saltwater wetlands and exposed mudflats to Glover Bight, an
area currently accessible only by boat.  Interpretive signs will be posted along the path to
guide visitors through the park.  Be sure to bring binoculars because the boardwalk will
end at an observation tower, which will provide numerous opportunities for wildlife
watching.  Eagle, osprey, gopher tortoise, fox, alligator and a variety of wading and
migratory birds frequent the area.  When completed, the new boardwalk at Rotary Park
will provide another venue to enjoy the wonderful outdoor environment of Cape Coral.
The park staff plans to have guided kayak tours and classes in this quiet, secluded area, so
we encourage residents to contact the park to find out more information about the various
amenities offered at Rotary Park.  The phone number at Rotary Park is 549-4606.

BOARDWALK EXPANSION PROJECT

Four Mile Cove Ecological Preserve
Construction has started to add 1,000 feet of additional boardwalk at Four Mile Cove

Ecological Preserve.  The project should be complete by September or October.  During
construction, partial closure of the current boardwalk will be necessary to allow
construction workers and equipment to access the site.  We ask that visitors be patient
and courteous when using the park as the project continues.  Visitors still can access the
Visitor’s Center, shell path, pier and the easternmost portion of the boardwalk.  When
the new boardwalk is complete, visitors to the preserve will be able to spend more time
strolling through these saltwater wetlands, which are home to gopher tortoises, snakes,
manatees, wading birds, migratory birds, spiders, fish, crabs, alligators and many other
critters.  The new boardwalk will extend from the intersection of Four Mile Creek, which
is at the halfway point of the existing boardwalk, and will meander through the mangroves
to Four Mile Cove where a 100-foot pier will extend into the water.  This addition also will
have interpretive signs posted to guide visitors along the way.  Other renovations include
800 feet of elevated walkway that will serve as a portage for kayakers, connecting the
west side of the park to Alligator Creek and the Caloosahatchee River.  With the addition
of the portage, the canoe/kayak rentals will not have to be suspended during windy days.
Canoes and kayaks will be rented directly from the Kayak Shack, and on days that are too
windy for river access, people can paddle around the interior of the park, which is protected
from the winds. The dilapidated shelters in the cove also are getting a facelift and will
be a popular spot to dock. So please be patient.  These improvements are well worth
the wait.

Wagging Tails Adds an
Area for the “Little Ones”

Wagging Tails Dog Park has a new addition to help the park’s smaller guests enjoy
their visit to the park just as much as the bigger guests.  After many requests from the
owners of the “under 20-pound” category, the City created a special fenced area within
Wagging Tails to accommodate them.   The City added another entrance within the main
entryway (to the left) for the smaller dogs.   Once inside, the small dogs can run around
with fewer worries about getting trampled by the larger canine crew. The new “small dog”
area provides a safer and more comfortable environment for those dogs (and owners)
who get a little anxious around bigger dogs.  In addition to the segregation, the area has
a “Little Giant” water dish at ground level, which refills automatically with fresh water.  If
you have not visited Wagging Tails Dog Park because you are unsure of how your dog
may behave in social situations, this is a good time to come and check it out.  With the
warm weather, fewer dogs are at the park.  This provides an excellent opportunity
to test your dog within the park surroundings.  Bring a tennis ball, Frisbee or a nice rope
to tug on, and have a good time.  Wagging Tails is located at Rotary Park, 5600 Rose
Garden Road.
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Home Office Safety
If you have a home office or are thinking about adding one to your home, check out

these tips about home office electrical safety.
• Make sure there are enough wall outlets in the office so you don’t have to use extension

cords. If you have to use an extension cord, make sure it is rated for the products you
plan to plug in, and never keep an extension cord plugged in when it’s not in use,
because the cord still conducts electricity.

• Be sure to use three-prong electrical outlets to keep your equipment grounded.
• Remember not to overload your circuits - you can check this by looking at your breaker

to find out which outlets are on the same circuit. Then plug your electronics in and
balance your load as evenly as possible among the circuits for your home office.

• Consider plugging your computer hard drive and monitor into a surge suppressor.
This will protect you from hardware damage or loss of data from electrical surges.

• In a lightning storm, it’s best to unplug your computer directly from the wall outlet,
because a surge suppressor will not protect an electrical product from a lightning strike.

Remember, these precautions may save more than just your home office electronics,
they could save your life.

Courtesy LCEC (Lee County Electric Cooperative)

New Assistant City
Clerk/Records Coordinator

The City Clerk’s Office is happy to welcome back Virginia Gladick to our team as our
new Assistant City Clerk/Records Coordinator.   She comes to us from the City Manager’s
Office where she has served as Executive Secretary for the past year.

Virginia started working for the City in September 1990 in the Recreation Division.
Many of you might know Virginia from her work in either the Special Events Division of
Parks and Recreation or the City Clerk’s Office.  Over the years she has also served as
representative and an officer of the Employees’ Association, a board member on the White
Collar and the Supervisory Units and presently serves as a Trustee on the General
Employees’ Pension Board.  We know that Virginia looks forward to the new challenges
and responsibilities before her.

Summer Golfing
Opportunities at Coral Oaks

Coral Oaks golf course is located in the northwest portion of the city.  The area is
developing rapidly, with many new homes being built.  The course is situated on 120
acres of property and features eight freshwater lakes, century-old oaks, pine trees, and
several other varieties of native trees, plants and wildlife.

The summer offers a great opportunity to visit Coral Oaks and play at reduced rates.
We now offer extended hours to play a round of golf or purchase food and beverage.
Chet’s Place located on the No. 10 tee is open daily from 3 p.m. until 7 p.m. The pro shop
will remain open seven days a week from 7 a.m. until 5 p.m. for booking tee times or
answering any questions.

After a busy winter season, the staff is working on several projects to improve the
course.  Thirty percent of the sand bunkers are being renovated this spring.  This work will
include improved drainage, reshaping, and the addition of USGA standard sand for the
bunkers.  The staff is expanding the tee surface areas on the No. 8 and No. 12 tee boxes,
and we will level the current tee boxes as well.  There is a new range ball dispenser located
at the diving range to expedite your purchase and have the balls conveniently located for
the patrons of the practice area.  Our driving range includes a grass tee surface, putting
green, and chipping area. A bucket of balls can be purchased for $4.

Here are the summer rates for 18 holes of golf:
Resident (before noon): $20.75
Resident (after noon): $15.75
Non-Resident (before noon): $22.00
Non-Resident (after noon): $16.75

We look forward to seeing many of you this summer, and if you need any assistance,
please call us at 573-3100.

Cape TV Contract Renewed
The City Council recently renewed the contract agreement between the City and

National Media Services in Ft. Myers for the operation of Cape TV. Cape TV is the City’s
government access channel on Time-Warner cable and can be viewed on Channel 14.

Cape TV operates 24 hours a day, seven days a week. City Council meetings are broadcast
live and replayed several times each week (see end of story for times).  City departments
also provide monthly programs on a variety of topics, ranging from government finances
to recreation programs.  Live broadcasts also include the Contractor’s Regulatory Board
(4th Wednesday each month at 6 p.m.), Code Enforcement Special Master hearings (1st
and 3rd Thursday each month at 9 a.m.), Planning and Zoning Commission (1st
Wednesday of each month at 9 a.m.), Minority Affairs Committee (quarterly, call 574-
0412 for dates) and Do the Right Thing awards (monthly, call 574-0679 for dates).  Replays
of the South Florida Water Management District meeting are once a month on Wednesday
evening, and the Metropolitan Planning Organization meetings also will be replayed on
Wednesday evening.

During election years, Cape TV will sponsor council candidates’ debates, which are
taped and replayed prior to each election.  The channel also features a community bulletin
board for City events and job postings, which are shown each day at noon and 6 p.m.

City Council meetings are broadcast live every Monday at 5 p.m.  Replays are shown
on Wednesday at 2 p.m., Thursday at 5 p.m., Friday at 8 a.m. and 10 p.m., and Saturday/
Sunday at 12:30 p.m.

Beware of Offer to Paint
House Numbers on Driveway

City does not require house number on driveways.
Every year, the City gets numerous calls from citizens asking about a flyer that they

receive with an offer to paint reflective numbers on their driveways for $10 (or some
other fee).  There usually is no company name or phone number provided to contact.  Just
an offer to paint the numbers and collect the fee.  These flyers may give the impression
that the City is requiring these numbers for public safety reasons.  This is not true.

Driveway numbers are not required in Cape Coral, nor do they meet the City code
requirement for providing building numbers. City code only requires numbers on
mailboxes and/or houses.

Unless a resident really wants a house number painted on the driveway, we encourage
anyone who receives a flyer to ignore the offer and discard the solicitation.

Carl Hewitt
Selected as the Cape

Coral Police Code
Compliance Manager

Mr. Hewitt, 59, had been the Acting Code Compliance Manager since September 2002.
He joined the police department in 1996, working as a Code Enforcement Officer and
also as Lead Code Enforcement Officer. Mr. Hewitt has achieved all three levels of
certification awarded by the Florida Association of Code Enforcement.

A native of Torrington, Connecticut, Mr. Hewitt attended Babson College in Boston
and is a graduate of many management and professional development courses. He retired
as a lieutenant from the Torrington Police Department in 1996 after 25 years of service.

Police Chief Dan Alexander said,  “During his time as acting manager, Carl demonstrated
the ability to effect positive change. This, coupled with his commitment to the department’s
philosophy of encouraging voluntary compliance with City ordinances, makes him an
excellent choice for the position elected as the Cape Coral Police Department’s Code
Compliance Manager.”
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Cape Coral Election Results from April 8
City experiences disappointing turnout for municipal elections

Only 20 percent of the registered voters in Cape Coral showed up at the polls on April 8. Here are the results of the election:

RESULTS OF THE GO BOND ISSUE & CHARTER AMENDMENTS:

$35 MILLION GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND FOR PARKS &
RECREATION IMPROVEMENTS

RESULT: Defeated

REFERENDUM #1 - CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT CLARIFYING THAT
EMPLOYEES CAN BE TERMINATED WITHOUT CAUSE DURING THEIR
PROBATIONARY PERIOD.
The proposal is to clarify in the Charter that the City has the power to terminate employment of
probationary employees for any reason during the probationary period.

RESULT: Approved

REFERENDUM #2 - CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT DELETING
REFERENCE TO SPECIFIC MONTHS FOR ELECTIONS AND CLARIFYING
TERM LIMITS.
The proposal is to amend the charter to delete the reference to specific months for primary and
general elections. The proposal also clarifies that appointment or election to a partial term (a term
of less than four years) shall not count as a “term” for purposes of the two terms of office limitation.

RESULT: Approved

REFERENDUM #3 - CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT REQUIRING A VOTER’S
REGISTRATION CARD TO ESTABLISH PROOF OF RESIDENCY FOR
OFFICE
 The proposal is to require presentation of a valid voter’s registration card to establish proof of
residency at the time a person seeks to qualify to run for a seat on City Council.

RESULT: Approved

REFERENDUM #4 - CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT PROVIDING THAT
CANDIDATES CANNOT BE ELECTED DURING A PRIMARY AND
CORRECTING GRAMMAR.
The proposal is to amend the charter such that it will no longer be possible for a candidate to be
elected to office during a primary election. The proposal also includes a grammatical correction
concerning when candidates’ names will not appear on the primary election ballot.

RESULT: Approved

REFERENDUM #5 - CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT CLARIFYING WHEN
THE MAYOR PRO TEM IS ELECTED.
The proposal is to clarify the charter by providing that in years in which no City General Election is
held, the Mayor Pro Tem election shall take place at the first regular City Council meeting on or
after the anniversary of the previous City General Election.

RESULT: Approved

REFERENDUM #6 - CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT CHANGING METHOD
BY WHICH MAYOR AND COUNCIL SALARIES ARE DETERMINED.
The proposal is to change the method by which the Mayor and Council salaries are determined
from twenty cents (for Mayor) and seventeen cents (for Council members) “per registered city elector”
to “per resident.” The number of City residents would be determined based upon the latest annual
population of local government determined pursuant to Section 186.901, Florida Statutes. The salaries
would adjust annually on the anniversary date of the General City election.

RESULT: Defeated

REFERENDUM #7 - CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT PROVIDING THAT
NEITHER MAYOR NOR COUNCIL CAN BE A CONTRACTOR TO CITY.

This proposal is to delete the word “substantial” from the current charter provision that states that
“Neither the Mayor nor any council member, either directly or indirectly, may be a substantial
contractor to the City.”

RESULT: Approved

REFERENDUM #8 - CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT DELETING GRIEVANCE
COMMITTEE AND PROVIDING FOR DISCIPLINARY APPEAL TO
NEUTRAL THIRD PARTY.
This proposal is to delete the requirement for a grievance committee for hearing employee grievances
and to require adoption of procedures for appeal of disciplinary action to a neutral third party
whose decision shall be binding.

RESULT: Approved

REFERENDUM #9 - CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT ESTABLISHING A CITY
AUDITOR’S OFFICE REPORTING TO CITY COUNCIL.
This proposal is to establish a City Auditor’s Office reporting directly to City Council. The City
Auditor’s office will provide the City with an independent audit function to evaluate City policies,
programs, and services to determine if those operations have been conducted in accordance with
state and federal law. The amendment also grants the Auditor the power to appoint professional
and support staff for the City Auditor’s office.

RESULT: Approved

REFERENDUM #10 - CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT ESTABLISHING A
CITY COUNCIL STAFF OFFICE REPORTING TO CITY COUNCIL

 This proposal is to establish a City Council Staff Office that is independent from the City Manager
and reports directly to the City Council. The proposal also provides that City Council shall be the
final administrative authority over employees in the City Council Staff Office and that Council may
designate one Council member to handle supervisory or managerial responsibilities associated with
the office.

RESULT: Defeated

REFERENDUM #11 - CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT AUTHORIZING CITY
MANAGER TO DESIGNATE DEPARTMENT RECEIVING MONIES
COLLECTED BY THE COURT.
This proposal would amend the Charter to provide that fines, penalties, fees, and other monies
collected by the Court shall be promptly paid to the department designated by the City Manager
instead of to the City Clerk.

RESULT: Approved

REFERENDUM #12 - CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT CLARIFYING THAT
DISTRICTING COMMISSION MEMBERS CANNOT BE CITY EMPLOYEES.
This proposal would amend the Charter to clarify that electors chosen to serve on the City’s Districting
Commission shall not be City employees.

RESULT: Approved

REFERENDUM #13 - CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT REDUCING
INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM PETITION SIGNATURE REQUIREMENT
FROM 15% TO 10%.
This proposal would amend the Charter to reduce the number of signatures require for an initiative
or referendum petition from fifteen percent (15%) to ten (10%) percent of the total number of
qualified electors registered to vote at the last regular City election.

RESULT: Defeated

CITY COUNCIL RESULTS
District #2: Dick Stevens

(incumbent reelected)
District #3: Alan J. Boyd

(incumbent reelected)

District #5: Alex LePera
(incumbent reelected)

District #7: Mickey Rosado


