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For Cape Coral VA clinic patients, wait is almost over 
 

Written by Thomas Stewart  
 
New VA clinic  
• Location: Diplomat Parkway near Corbett 
Road in NE Cape Coral  
• Employees: 300  
• Size: 220,000-square-foot facility on 30 
acres  
• Cost: $51.3 million contract awarded to 
Manhattan Construction based in Naples.  
• Opening: Late 2012 or early 2013  
 
The fresh, white — but largely barren —  
corridors and operating suites will give way  
soon to new furniture, state-of-the-art 
medical equipment, clinic staff and throngs  
of area veterans having their health care  
needs addressed. 
 
Cape Coral’s $51 million Veterans Affairs  
clinic, expected to open in five to seven  
months, was toured for the first time 
Tuesday by Suzanne Klinker, director of  
the Bay Pines VA Healthcare System, 
which provides health services to veterans 
in West Central and Southwest Florida. The 
VA system officially assumed control of the  
building May 5. 
 
Klinker said she was struck by the amount  
of late-morning sun allowed in by the tall,  
triple-pane windows.“The light is just 
amazing, the natural light that we’ll see in 
the building,” she said. “(It’s a) healing 
environment.” 
 
The Diplomat Parkway clinic in the  
northeast Cape will serve an estimated  
250,000 veterans in Southwest Florida,  
including 31,000 patients treated last year  
at the current VA clinic in Fort Myers. About  
6,000 of those were veterans of campaigns  
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

“We want to ensure our newest generation  
of veterans we are here for them,” Klinker  
said. “(Operations) Iraqi Freedom, Enduring  
Freedom, Operation New Dawn and 
women veterans as well.” 
 
The Fort Myers VA Outpatient Clinic will be  
closed and the lease for the facility will not  
be renewed. 
Walter Brander, chief medical officer and  
associate chief of staff for the southern  
clinics in the Bay Pines VA system, said the  
Cape clinic will offer a slew of same-day  
procedures not available at the Fort Myers  
location. 
 
Those include everything from MRIs and 
CT scans to cataract surgeries and bladder  
tumor excisions, Brander said. 
 
Local veterans will no longer have to travel  
125 miles to the Bay Pines clinic in St.  
Petersburg for those services. 
 
Donald Graf, executive vice president of  
Cape-based Invest in America’s Veterans  
Foundation, said veterans are excited about 
not having to make the 2.5-hour trip. 
 
“We’re thrilled to death that it’s opening,  
because some of our (volunteers) transport  
people up to Bay Pines on occasion and it’s  
a long haul up and back,” he said. “This is a 
great resource here locally.” 
 
 
The journey can be especially burdensome, 
he said, for veterans who need medical 
transports and women who must arrange 
childcare while they are gone. 
 
 



In the future, he said he hopes there will be  
a way to allow patients to stay overnight,  
making it more of a full-service hospital.  
Jason Dangel, spokesman for the Bay 
Pines VA system, said no such plans are in 
the works. 
 
Either way, Graf said, it’s a good thing for  
the health of area veterans, as well as the  
local economy. 
 
“Eventually, more jobs will be available for  
the veterans and the local population here,” 
he said. 
 
Dana Brunett, the city’s economic  
development director, agreed, saying he  
hopes the area — dubbed the Veteran’s  
Investment Zone — will fill out with doctor’s  
offices, physical therapy clinics, hotels and  
retail shops. 
 
So far, though, things have been slow, with  
developers taking a wait-and-see approach. 
 
“It’s still difficult because Cape Coral’s  
known as ground zero for foreclosures,”  
Brunett said. “We have to get the word out  
that Cape Coral is open for business.” 


