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The 27,000 square foot center will be located at Veterans Pkwy. and Surfside Blvd. 
The center will offer such services as; internal medicine, family care, and diagnostic radiology. 
Health system officials expect the center to be open by July 2015. 
	  
Lee Memorial Health System hosted the official groundbreaking for its new 
outpatient center in Cape Coral on Thursday afternoon. 

When completed, the 27,000 square-foot center will provide Cape Coral 
residents an alternative to treatment at the hospital and emergency room. 

The outpatient center will be home for up to ten primary care physicians and 
provide such services as; internal medicine and family practice, diagnostic 
radiology including MRI, CT, Ultrasound, and X-ray testing), as well as a 
diagnostic breast health care center and a lab draw station. 

Located at the corner of Veterans Parkway and Surfside Boulevard, the center 
will bring those services to an area that previously was void of many medical 
services without having to travel to Cape Coral Hospital, “We saw that this part 
of the community did not have great access to services. This new center will 



provide those services,” says Lee Memorial Vice President of Outpatient 
Operations David Cato. “This is the future of healthcare, moving out of the 
hospital and into outpatient settings,” says Lee Memorial Vice President of 
Outpatient Operations David Cato. 

 
 
The center is also the first project of the Lee Memorial Health System to use a 
Lean Design process, which allowed design input from those who will be working 
day to day at the center, “Traditionally, architects get together with senior staff 
to create a design. On this project, over 30 front line staff members who will be 
working at the center including doctors, nurses, office staff, and technicians 
spent three weeks helping create the design,” says Cato. 

The results, according to Cato will be a center that has a more welcoming 
atmosphere and provide optimal patient flow, patient experience, and staff flow 
without having the feel of being a medical facility. 

Lee Memorial has high expectations for the center, saying the design includes 
the ability for future expansion of up to 18,000 square feet, which could be used 
to add specialty medical services. Cato says that expansion could take place in 
four to five years. 

The new center will also bring with it, economic benefits for the city. In its first 
year of operation, the center is expected to add 38 new jobs in the city, many 
considered mid to high paying wage positions. Long term, the center is expected 
to employ more than 100 people, “These are the types of projects we are 
striving for. These are the higher paying jobs. These are the people that are 
going to build homes, live in Cape Coral, and spend their money in Cape Coral,” 
says Cape Coral Economic Development Director Dana Brunett. 

With so much riding on the center both for the health system and the city of 
Cape Coral, it was easy to see why over 50 Lee Memorial Health System officials 
and area political leaders and dignitaries were on hand for Thursday’s 
groundbreaking. 

For those in attendance, it was a day for celebration, and incentive to continue in 
the attempt to recruit similar projects to the city, “This is just one of these types 
of projects this council has been and continues to strive to accomplish in Cape 
Coral,” said Cape Coral Mayor Marni Sawicki, “The health industry is one of our 



targets. Being a city of $165,000 people with the average age being in the 40’s, 
the need will be strong. This outpatient center and other medical facilities that 
we can attract will create a major impact not only for our residents and their 
quality of health care, but economically as well.” 

Construction on the new $6.7 million outpatient center project is already 
underway, and hospital officials expect the center to be open to the public in July 
of this year. 

	  


