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General inspects VA clinic site in Cape Coral,  

announces training site plan 
 
Written by Thomas Stewart  
 

Cape Coral may become home to a rotating 
contingent of Army Reserve medical personnel 
once the new Veterans Affairs Clinic opens. 

Maj. Gen. Robert Kasulke, commanding 
general of the Army Reserve Medical 
Command, announced the possibility Thursday 
during a visit to the city that included tours by 
helicopter, boat and convertible. 

“I’ll tell you, the VA clinic is probably one of the 
most beautiful VA centers I’ve seen,” Kasulke 
said at the Iwo Jima Memorial at Four Mile 
Cove Ecological Preserve. “This would be a 
wonderful opportunity to have a place where 
some of my medical reservists can get trained 
and keep fresh on their medical skills.” 

Though they may be X-ray technicians for the 
Army Reserve, he said, their daily job might be 
working for the post office. Periodic training is 
required to ensure they’re ready to perform their 
duties if deployed, he said. 

If the VA Clinic becomes their training 
destination, it would translate to even more 
outside money for the city, in addition to the 
dollars expected from the clinic’s 30,000 
patients and the Army Reserve training center 
being built across the street, said Dana Brunett, 
the city’s economic development coordinator. 

“(Kasulke’s) in a position where he can affect 
change through the Army Reserve,” Brunett 
said. “If the new reserve center they build takes 
on a medical twist and they start working at the 
VA Clinic, that’s a positive for us.” 

The four-story, $132 million clinic is undergoing 
finishing construction touches before the 
medical equipment is brought in and staff 
begins training. It will cater to 200,000 veterans 
in Southwest Florida. Brunett said he hopes it 
will open before end of the year. 

The land for the $14.5 million training center 
was purchased by the Army Reserve last month 
and should be finished in several years. There 
are 11,000 reservists in the state who produce 
an estimated annual impact of $200 million. 

Labeled the Veterans Investment Zone, the 
area surrounding the facilities is expected to 
experience a jump in development, though 
potential businesses are taking a wait-and-see 
approach. 

“That’s normal with economic development,” 
Brunett said. “You don’t build on what might 
happen, you build on what’s there. The quicker 
they’re open and people are coming out, the 
more we’ll have opportunities.” 

The city saw a similar visit last year from Maj. 
Gen. Keith L. Thurgood, second in command of 
the Army Reserve. 

Brunett said the visits are a good way for the 
city to show the reserve higher-ups what the 
Cape has to offer. 

And it didn’t hurt that both generals were driven 
around in a red convertible, courtesy of 
Chaplain Maj. Vince Cummings of the Air Force 
Reserve, who wooed both to the city. 

“We take advantage of (the car),” Brunett said. 
“If you’re going to bring (Kasulke) down out of 
the winter months up North and take him for a 
ride in Florida, why not do it in a convertible.” 
 


