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Cape Coral VA clinic could open in December 
 

Written by news-press.com staff 
 

 
The new VA clinic in Cape Coral is scheduled for a December opening, its operators say. / 
news-press.com file photo 

 
Lee Leavell, 63, is an Air Force veteran  
who’ll soon spend a little less time on the  
road to get medical care. 
 
Bay Pines VA Healthcare System officials  
announced Friday the new Lee County VA  
Healthcare Center at 2489 Diplomat  
Parkway East in Cape Coral will open in  
mid-December. 
 
Leavell lives west of Santa Barbara  
Boulevard, so the new site is about “six,  
seven, eight miles closer to me,” he said,  
than the outpatient clinic in Fort Myers  
where he now is seen. 
 
But the cut in travel time may not be the  
best part. 
 
“It’s a better facility, a newer facility, a  
cleaner facility,” Leavell said. “Not that the  
OPC in Fort Myers isn’t. But this one is  
better.” 
 
Leavell is one of about 202,000 veterans in  
Southwest Florida, according to numbers  
from the Department of Veterans Affairs.  
He will be able to see doctors and nurses  
about his high blood pressure and  
cholesterol, his vision and hearing, among  
other issues. 

 
Should he need cataract surgery or bladder  
 tumor treatment, he won’t have to drive  
125 miles to the Bay Pines clinic in St.  
Petersburg. 
 
Walter Brander, the chief medical officer  
and associate chief of staff for the southern  
clinics in the Bay Pines system, has said  
many same-day procedures, including  
MRIs and CT scans, will be done in Cape  
Coral. 
 
Those services are not offered at the Fort  
Myers outpatient clinic. At 220,000 square  
feet, the Cape facility is about three times  
larger, although it remains an outpatient  
clinic, not a hospital. No overnight beds will  
be available. 
 
Services offered at the Fort Myers clinic that  
will be expanded at the new outpatient  
center include primary care, mental health,  
cardiology, dermatology, orthopedics,  
podiatry, urology and dental care, among  
others. 
 
The employee pool of 330 will increase by  
70 when the new facility opens. 
 

Equipment and furniture installation is  
continuing, and staff will soon begin  
training, officials said. 
 
No specific date has been set for a grand  
opening, although mid-December is  
targeted. 
 
“The new Lee County facility will greatly  
expand our ability to provide primary and  
specialty health care services to our nation’ 
s heroes and it’s wonderful that we will be  
able to open during time of celebration and  
giving,” said Suzanne M. Klinker, director of  
Bay Pines VA Healthcare System. 


