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Army pays premium for Cape training site 
 

Written by Don Ruane  
 
The U.S.Army bought 15 acres in north Cape 
Coral on Tuesday for a training center expected to 
bring 300 reservists to the city each year and 
stimulate the local economy. 

The Army bought the land for $2.25 million from 
Florida 100 LLC, said Realtor Woody Hanson, 
who represented the seller. The Army selected a 
Tampa-based architect and contractor in 
December to design and build the $10.8 million 
training center. 

The price converts to $150,000 an acre. Land in 
the area is worth about $13,330 an acre 
according to the Lee County Property Appraiser’s 
site. 

Attempts to reach the Army spokeswoman for the 
project and the contractor were unsuccessful. 

That purchase should create energy to encourage 
more development, said City Councilman Marty 
McClain. 

“The more of that we see the better the chances 
we’ll have of more growth up there. God knows 
we can use it up there,” Mayor John Sullivan said. 

The site is across from the Veterans Affairs Clinic 
opening later this year at Corbett and Diplomat 
Parkway. 

“After a long process we were able to keep the 
Army at that site. It’s a good deal for everyone,” 
Hanson said. “It certainly will have an impact on 
what happens nearby,” Hanson said. 

The abundance of undeveloped and unplatted 
land around the two government facilities makes 
the opportunities unique compared to other 
government facilities, Hanson said. Other facilities 
usually are in urban areas, he said. 

“The market can bring compatible uses and uses 
that can leverage on this facility,” Hanson said. 

The clinic will bring state of the art technology and 
have specialties in stress disorders, said Hanson, 
who researched the clinic’s services to help 
negotiate the sale of the land to the Army. Even 

medical research and development could be part 
of the mix, he said. 

The clinic and reserve centers are like an 
economic engine embedded in the area, Hanson 
said. 

The clinic is expected to open later this year. 

“The contractor still finishing things up,” said VA 
spokeswoman Faith Belcher. The VA could take 
control of the building in April. Four to six months 
will be needed to furnish and install the medical 
equipment and to make the transition from the 
Fort Myers location, Belcher said. 

The clinic and training center are government 
facilities so they won’t generate property taxes for 
the city. 

But they will bring in outside money, Sullivan said. 

“Outside money is better than money we generate 
ourselves,” Sullivan said. “Money from the outside 
is like an infusion.” 

The city is promoting the area around the two 
projects as the Veterans Investment Zone. The 
city has created a list of incentives to encourage 
development. Two planned development projects 
in the area also have been improved. The 
developers are looking for clients before they start 
any construction. 

Army's land purchase 
• Price: $2.25 million 
• Seller: Florida 100 LLC 
• Size: 15 acres 
• Location: East of Corbett Road, Cape Coral 
• Contractor (design and build): The contract was awarded 
Dec. 13 to FSA + JKC Joint Venture One LLC, 
• Construction cost: $10.8 million 
• Occupancy: July, 2013 
 
The Army Reserve training center: 
• Main building: 37,500 square feet 
• Maintenance building: 7,650 square feet 
• Parking area: 5,000 square yards for 300 soldiers 
• Storage area: 1,500 square feet 


