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Clients and distributors flew halfway across the world to stay in Cape Coral for the last 

week. The farthest traveled 50 hours for a conference at Ecological Laboratories on the 

application and impact of environmentally friendly technology. 

With almost 40 years in business and 17 years in the Cape, the privately owned company 

has created a global niche in the areas of pond treatment, aquarium maintenance, crop 

enhancement and water quality. And the company is courting new markets. 

Just recently, Chief Operating Officer Alan Schatten got back from two weeks in Beijing 

where he was working to get the company's technology approved for import into China. 

Last December, five Chinese businessmen and four representatives from the Chinese 

government sought out the company to help confront the sobering reality of water pollution 

plaguing their country. 



"Two of the biggest markets in the world are the agriculture market to grow food and 

keeping our water clean," Schatten said. "Around the world that's a much bigger problem 

than it is here. Even though it's a huge problem here, it's huge (there) by an order of 

magnitude." 

If negotiations go as planned, the five-building facility off Andalusia Boulevard and Kismet 

Parkway could play a role in the revitalization of China's estuaries, rivers, lakes and ponds. 

In Europe, Ecological Laboratories distributors meet the need of lawn and garden 

aficionados that treat fountains, bird baths and koi ponds. But, in countries such as India 

and China, the utility is beyond aesthetic. 

 

It treats polluted water and helps agriculture thrive by enhancing the ecosystem's natural 

processes. The formula is a family secret, but it uses a composite of beneficial bacteria 

that eliminates organic waste and toxic compounds. A type of probiotic, these microbes are 

produced in Cape Coral and can be applied to plants and waterways without harmful side 

effects. 

Goh Kwang Beng, managing director for Ecological Laboratories' in Singapore, said the 

company's processes have been well-received. It's been used in aquaculture for fish farms 

in Malaysia, by shrimpers in India as well as waste water treatment plants and dump sites 

in the region. 



"There's a higher yield for the farmer," Beng said. "The fish has a better taste and it 

effectively removes the bottom sludge and bacteria that grows in the tanks. These people 

want a product that works … in China mechanical dredging doesn't fix the problem, it just 

relocates the pollution to another place." 

As developers build new communities to support growth in the world's most populous 

nation, unregulated manufacturing continues to cause substantial issues in terms of smog 

and waste disposal, Schatten said. In April, the Xinhua news agency, China's state press 

agency, reported nearly 60 percent of monitored areas of China had "very poor" or 

"relatively poor" underground water quality last year, according to a report from the Ministry 

of Land and Resources. Ecological Laboratories has also been involved in addressing a 

Florida crop disease that prevents oranges from ripening. 

 

A lab technician with Ecological Laboratories in Cape Coral watches as products are capped while moving through 

a conveyer belt in the laboratory on Wednesday.(Photo: Jack Hardman/The News-Press, Jack Hardman/The News-

Press) 

Started in 1976, the company began producing MICROBE-LIFT products for agricultural 

and industrial uses as well as wastewater treatment fields. It was founded in a garage on 

Long Island, N.Y., fully funded by entrepreneur brothers Michael Richter, 69, and Barry 

Richter, 65. 

They were drawn to Cape Coral in 1998 after seeing a presentation by Lee County 

Economic Development, bringing six families and establishing itself in a small industrial 



park. Along the way, the city has awarded the company two growth incentives: A $15,000 

grant to help the company recruit and hire additional employees; and a deferral of road 

impact fees for two years, for an estimated value topping $26,000. 

"In Cape Coral, that's what you hope for," said Dana Brunett, director of economic 

development. "As they're successful, there's more expansion. I've been to their facility and 

they're pretty impressive. We've used them in our marketing materials and took pictures 

and videos in their labs." 

Ecological Laboratories' trial by fire was in 2008, just prior to the Olympics in Beijing, when 

it got the attention of the Chinese Institute of Microbiology. Employees successfully worked 

with university students to clean the polluted Xiba River in Kunming. The river was 

intended to be part of the overall showcase highlighting the country's resources, but the 

water at the time was black with waste and algae blooms. 

"Can you imagine trying to sell biological products 38 years ago?" asked Michael Richter. 

"It was very, very, very tough and trying to sell them in Third World countries. Now we have 

people from India here, from Vietnam ... all of these countries have now come into the light 

of being ecologically sound and sustainable because they have to." 

 

Products are packed at Ecological Laboratories on Wednesday. (Photo: Jack Hardman/The News-Press ) 

 



Ecological Laboratories Inc. 

• Location: Northwest Cape Coral 

• Years in business: 39 

• Founders: Michael and Barry Richter 

• Number of employees: 65 

• Offices: Cape Coral, New York, Jordan and Singapore 

• For more information: Ecological Laboratories is at 2525 NE 9th Ave, Cape Coral, FL 

33909 or call 573-6650. You can also go to microbelift.com 
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