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Call Centers   

 
Did you know that 2,585 

people are employed by 

local call centers 

throughout Lee County? 

The Cape Coral EDO 

continues to work to 

attract back office support 

and call centers in its 

efforts to diversify job 

opportunities. Source: Lee 

County EDO  

Cultural 

Showcase at 

Gallery 928  

 
  

Make plans to drop 

into Gallery 928 in 

the Westin Cape 

Coral Resort to take 

in the "Modern to Pop 

and Beyond 

Exhibition" featuring 

$20 million in world-

renowned artwork. 

  

 

Economic Development News 
 

Message From Your 

EDO Director 
Get Timely  

Public Safety Alerts 
  
The City of Cape Coral has signed on with Ping4Alerts! which is a 
hyper local mobile alert system.  You can download the FREE app 
from the Apple App Store or Google Play or go to www.ping4.com to 
your smartphone and/or tablet.  
  
What does this mean for you?  This system allows you to select places 
of interest to watch.  In my case I have selected Cape Coral and, more 
specifically, my home, office and my youngest son's college campus in 
New York.  Now when an emergency occurs in any of those areas I 
receive an alert to my phone.  You can also set the app up to send you 
local alerts while you're travelling. 
  
What kind of alerts?  Traffic accidents, police and fire emergencies, 
severe weather, Amber and Silver alerts and criminal activity in local 
neighborhoods.  Knowledge is power and if you use Ping4Alerts! you 
will be able to stay informed.  In the event of critical, life threatening 
emergencies, the Ping4Alerts! app will even wake up your phone by 
overriding your mute settings to ensure that you receive the important 
message. 
  
In this day and age there's no excuse for not staying informed, 
especially when it could affect your safety or that of your 
family.  Please consider downloading and signing up for Ping4Alerts! 
today.  Now you can sleep more soundly knowing that Ping4Alerts! is 
watching out for you. 

  
Sincerely, 

  

Dana Brunett 

  

City of Cape Coral  

Economic Development Director  
 

Do You Have a Retirement Plan? 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0011NC2Fatpmiordrgx_ypVzyqkpcM81LnckL8Oal4366SS7VOFt2jt2IJlIJMi4UsaE11w2ovZJRXm2itPIm4kEjrIWxbYwi8UiC5eVPDOQkg=


More than 50 

paintings and 

photographs by Pablo 

Picasso, Salvador 

Dali, Robert 

Rauschenberg, Andy 

Warhol, LeRoy 

Neiman, Herbert 

Matter, Peter Max 

and Jackson Pollock 

are featured in the 

gallery's first official 

exhibit, curated by 

art historian Eric Ian 

Hornak Spoutz. All 

works are for sale, 

and the exhibit is 

expected to draw art 

collectors to 

Southwest Florida. 

   

The show opened 

July 18 and will run 

until Jan. 2, with 

plans to host regular 

events each month. 

Admission is free. 

Hours are 11 a.m. to 

4 p.m. Tuesday 

through Saturday or 

by appointment. 

  

Gallery 928 is located 

at 5991 Silver King 

Blvd., Suite 108, in 

Cape Coral.   

  

Job Seekers 

Drawn to Florida 

   

According to data 
recently released by 

the job search site 

  
By Russ Winstead, CFM, CBA, CGBP 
Certified Business Analyst, SBDC 

  

During the past 30-plus years, 

there have been many changes to 

the retirement structure. When I 

first joined the workforce at IBM, 

most corporations offered 

pensions. However, starting in 

1978, a new type of retirement 

plan called the 401(k) came out. 

From that point forward, big and 

small companies alike-and now many state and local 

governments-have shifted more to this "personal" type of 

saving and retirement account and away from the pension- 

and annuity-based plans. 

  

These days, there are many different investment and 

retirement plans and it would be wise for you to become 

familiar with your options so that you can make the best 

choice for your current and future financial needs. 

This article is not going to attempt to visit the specifics all of 

the options-I simply want you to address the subject of 

retirement in general. 

  

Small business owners are in a unique position; you have 

many options regular employees don't have. That's the good 

news! There are many executive compensation and insurance 

products that only business owners can take advantage of. 

  

Unfortunately, most business owners are not aware of these 

little-known options. Additionally, many business owners tend 

not to plan at all for retirement and put off any retirement 

planning to a later date. In the numbers game, time can either 

your friend or your enemy. The earlier you start the better. 

  

The message today is to start! Find out what your options are 

and get a plan in place. I know cash flow for many has been 

tight and you may not feel that you have recovered to the 

point that you can start investing in retirement. That may be 

true, but you can start out by understanding the process and 

get a plan of action in place. Even if it's a small amount at a 

time, you will begin the process. Time ticks. Start today with a 

plan. Ten to 20 years will go by faster than you think. 

  

If you would like consultation or guidance on business issues 

or growing your business, contact me directly at 239-573-

2737 or attend our free Fourth Wednesday Business Chats, 

held at City Hall in the Main Conference Room, every fourth 

Wednesday at 11:30 a.m. 



Indeed.com, some 
states have a much 

higher percentage of 
workers who are 

looking for 
employment outside 
of their state's lines 

than others. While 
Washington, D.C. 

tops the list at 56 
percent of job 

seekers, followed by 

Wyoming's 47.8 
percent, only 19.3 

percent of job 
seekers in Florida 
look outside state 

boundaries. On the 
other hand, there 

are some states that 
job seekers are far 

more likely to look in 
than others-and 
Florida comes in 

second as a state of 
choice.    

Ten Thousand 

 
That's the number of 

baby boomers who will 

reach retirement age 

every day from now 

through 2030 according 

to the Pew Research 

Center. 

Happy Trails 

In The  

  
 

Job Swap Swiss Reality TV Show 

                      --It's a Wrap 
   

During a week-

long job and 

cultural exchange 

between Cape 

Coral, Florida and 

Winterthur, 

Switzerland, 

firefighters on 

both sides called it 

'an experience of 

a lifetime'. While 

the visiting Swiss 

firefighters told us 

they were most 

impressed by 

Cape Coral's 

friendliness, 

hospitality and 

incredible 4th of July celebration, our two Cape Coral 

firefighters received a warm welcome of their own at a Swiss 

fire station that was larger than Cape Coral's ten stations 

combined. 

 

"They operate out of one extremely large fire station that 

houses 35 trucks and all of its equipment under one roof," said 

Cape Coral Fire Department Engineer Amanda Brashear.  "The 

idea of having only one massive station in the whole city of 

110,000-plus residents is something I still struggle to 

comprehend.  "My favorite fire truck was one that had a crane 

on the back of it.  It was almost as if a fire truck and tow truck 

were merged into one." 

 

"Chief Jurg and the entire Winterthur Fire Department greeted 

us with firm handshakes, smiles and a warm cup of coffee," 

added Cape Coral Fire Department Engineer Mark Solich. "The 

week consisted of a combination of live fire evolutions, 

extrication, apparatus familiarization and hazmat training. The 

training was balanced between tasty firehouse meals and 

hours of firefighter stories and humor. Throughout the week, 

we were exposed to new equipment, such as a specialized 

hazmat vacuum that was capable of removing all forms of 

chemical liquids. My week in Switzerland was above and 

beyond any of my expectations." 

 

Adds Brashear: "When we arrived they had the American flag 

flying high next to the Swiss flag and it was comforting to 

 

Cape Coral Fire Department Engineers 

Mark Solich and Amanda Brashear in 

training with the Swiss team (wearing 

their Cape Coral uniforms). 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0011NC2Fatpmiordrgx_ypVzyqkpcM81LnckL8Oal4366SS7VOFt2jt2IJlIJMi4UsaE11w2ovZJRXJU1JXJ-bKA11iVWUhWGzXGU_F-c9kCP4=


Sunshine 

State 

 
  

Florida's road 

transportation 

system earned a 

glowing report in a 

July 18 article in The 

Washington Post that 

was based on a 

recent report from 

the National 

Economic Council and 

the President's 

Council of Economic 

Advisers. 

While many other 

state's roads took a 

beating, according to 

political observer and 

journalist Reid 

Wilson, "Florida ranks 

near the top in nearly 

every measure of 

road transportation." 

Here are some high 

points from the 

article: 

 

* Floridians pay 

about $181 less per 

year to maintain our 

vehicles than those in 

any other state, 

thanks to roadway 

quality. 

 

* Only 4 percent of 

the state's roads 

and 17 percent of the 

state's bridges are in 

disrepair or obsolete, 

according to the 

know they cared enough to show that kind of respect. As the 

week went on, it was very clear to me that the bond of 

brotherhood/sisterhood in the fire department is not just an 

'American thing,' it is a worldwide fireman thing." 

 

Job Swap paid for all of the travel.  Show producer Katharina 

Fusban, of Constantin Entertainment, says that Cape Coral 

was chosen because of its waterfront location so the Swiss 

firefighters could learn how local first responders handle on-

the-water emergencies.The show is expected to air in 

Switzerland in October.    

  
 
 

Bamboo Toothbrushes Making       Cape 

Company Smile 
 

A Cape Coral-based 

company called 

WooBamboo! has begun 

selling eco-friendly bamboo 

toothbrushes in seven styles 

that are being sold in 15 

countries. The bamboo 

toothbrushes have plastic 

bristles, but the rest of the 

instrument is 100 percent 

biodegradable. 

Since hitting the market a year ago, WooBamboo! has been 

distributed in 300 stores around the nation, including small 

grocery stores, eco-friendly and health-food stores, in select 

dentists' offices and online (including Amazon.com). Dentist 

offices can personalize the handles with their names, and local 

dentists report that they are happy with the effectiveness and 

quality of the product. The new Sprout line is ideal for children 

and for travel. 

Throughout Southwest Florida, the line is carried at health 

food stores and retail outlets, including Ada's Natural Market in 

Fort Myers, which took its other toothbrushes off the shelf to 

make room for WooBamboo. The three partners-Steve Hyde, 

Christopher Fous and Tom Burt-are currently in talks with 

national chains, such as Whole Foods. For details: 

woobamboo.com. 
 

Cape Coral Utilities Play an 

Important Role in the City 
  
By:  Jeff Pearson, Utilities Director   

  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0011NC2Fatpmiordrgx_ypVzyqkpcM81LnckL8Oal4366SS7VOFt2jt2IJlIJMi4UsaE11w2ovZJRUAWNiaX0FxBDRr9l2e-u5xmtKUCVM8upQ=


American Society of 

Civil Engineers. 

 

* Florida's system of 

tolls, user fees and 

taxes ensure 

infrastructure funding 

keeps flowing. Florida 

gets most of its 

transportation 

money, 68.8 percent, 

from dedicated 

revenue streams to 

keep up with 

maintenance. 

 

* Florida's roads 

aren't subjected to 

freezing winters, 

which cause concrete 

and asphalt to 

expand, contract and 

crack, so drivers in 

the Sunshine State 

don't pay the 

estimated extra $500 

per year for vehicle 

repairs as drivers do 

in the states with the 

worst road 

conditions.    

  

  

  

New Cape Coral 

Businesses    

   

95 new businesses 

registered for Cape 

Coral Tax Receipts  
(Business Licenses)  

in June 2014. 

When we turn on our taps 

and water sprinklers, it's 

easy to underestimate the 

behind-the-scenes work that 

made that flush of clear 

water possible. Here are 

some interesting facts new 

residents and business 

owners may not know 

about. 

  

The City of Cape Coral 

Utilities has one of the most advanced water, wastewater and 

reclaimed water utility systems in the United States. The Utilities 

Department provides potable water supply; irrigation water 

supply; and collection, treatment and disposal of sanitary sewage 

for its customers. The city owns and operates: a system of raw 

water supply wells; raw water transmission mains; two potable 

water treatment facilities; potable water storage and pumping 

facilities; potable water distribution system; sanitary sewage 

collection system; two wastewater treatment and water 

reclamation facilities; reclaimed water storage and pumping 

facilities; canal withdrawal and pumping facilities for 

supplemental irrigation water supply; irrigation water 

distribution system; and backup disposal facilities for excess 

reclaimed water during the rainy season. The city's two reverse 

osmosis (RO) drinking water facilities have a current permitted 

capacity of 30.1 million gallons per day (MGD). Cape Coral's 

two water reclamation (wastewater) facilities have a permitted 

capacity of 28.4 MGD. The city recently completed a multi-

million-dollar facilities expansion program that provides 

operational reliability and plenty of excess capacity for future 

growth and development. 

  

The city's award-winning reclaimed water system is one of the 

most advanced dual irrigation water systems in the United States. 

We currently have five canal pump stations drawing from almost 

300 miles of freshwater canals and two water reclamation 

facilities that are capable of providing millions of gallons of 

irrigation and/or non-potable water for certain industrial and 

landscaping uses at a very low cost. Currently, a single-family 

residence pays only $9.50 per month for reclaimed water. The 

Cape Coral Utilities Department is committed to improving our 

delivery of cost-effective water, irrigation water and wastewater 

collection services by empowering our employees to 

 

Cape Coral houses award-

winning  water reclamation 

facilities. 

http://visitor.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103231279482&id=preview


  
Click here to 

view new Cape 

business reports. 
  

Resources  

  
 Cape Coral Chamber  

  

Career & Services 

Center   
  

Cape Community  

Foundation  
  

CCCIA 
 

City of Cape Coral  
 

 

 

 Lee County EDO 

  
SBDC  

  
  

responsively meet customer expectations for quality, value, 

safety, reliability and environmental responsibility.  
 

 

   

Like Cape Coral  

Economic Development on Facebook and follow us on 

Twitter for the latest Economic Development News. 

      

  

  

  
 

 Contact Us 

Editor 

MerriBeth Farnham  

 

Cape Coral Economic Development Office  

Dana Brunett  

Audie Lewis 

Karen Ramos 

  

 Email  

ecodev@capecoral.net  

  

Phone 

(239) 574-0444  

  

Website    

www.bizcapecoral.com 
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