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Help Cape to
Improve Walking,
Biking Experience

Thanks to a partnership with the Lee County
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO),
the City is working to develop a Bicycle and
Pedestrian Master Plan.  

As a first key step, planners have added a
Cape Coral Community Input Map to a
special landing page within the city website
that can be accessed
here. Once on the landing page, simply click
on the Community Input Map at the top of
the far right column.
 
The interactive map allows participants to
note walking or biking issues and/or to make
comments about desired improvements to
the network.  One example might be to
suggest a new bike path, or improvements
to an existing route.
 
Results will be used to identify and prioritize
projects.  Planners will also be hosting in
person opportunities to share ideas, with the
official public kick-off meeting set for April
20.  Details regarding exact time and
location will be announced as they are
finalized.
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Message From Your EDO
Manager
Feed Your Business

One of the most
important assets for
any business is
access to training,
professional
consultation and
networking. I wanted to
ensure that you are
aware of some of the small business training and networking
opportunities that are out there. Some of these services are free
or paid for through your taxes, so go ahead and take advantage
of them. For your information, we're listing a few of the local
programs that you should be aware of if you own a business or
are thinking of starting one.
 
Lee County is launching its Lee Entrepreneurs' Assistance
Resource Network (LEARN) program. More information is
available at LEARN.  Goodwill offers start-ups classroom
training and mentoring through its Entrepreneur's Assistance
Program. More details are available at MicroEnterprise. We
also have the Small Business Development Center (SBDC),
through Florida Gulf Coast University, which has an office in
Cape Coral right across from City Hall. The SBDC offers free,
confidential counseling and support for new and existing
businesses. You can set up an appointment at SBDC. Also
across from City Hall is CareerSource, a one-stop shop to help
you with skill building, job searches, employee matching and
other employment-related programs. They can be found at
CareerSource. SCORE is a great resource for information,
mentoring and business-support programs supplied by retired
CEOs and a range of successful business professionals. Check
them out at SCORE. Another new program is the Building
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Passenger Traffic Sets
Record at Punta Gorda

Airport

  
Passenger traffic for Allegiant Air, the sole
carrier at the Punta Gorda Airport, rose
37.5% to 91,130 travelers in February
compared with the same month last year.
 This marks a new February record and
places the airport on track to surpass one
million passengers for the first time this
year. 

"The increase in passengers is associated
with the increase in cities that Allegiant now
serves," says Kathleen Coppola,
commissioner of the Charlotte County
Airport Authority, in a statement. "It is also
a testament that more and more people are
visiting our area along with those who live
here are using the Punta Gorda Airport."

Cape MicroEnterprise
Classes Begin in April

This six-week course is designed to help
aspiring entrepreneurs to develop a solid
understanding of what it takes to run a
business and to develop a business plan.
Cape Coral classes will meet twice weekly
from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., starting on April
18.  Classes are held at 815 Nicholas
Parkway East. 
 
For more information and to register, click
here.

Bridges for Entrepreneurs Program, which offers coaching,
training and possible access to small business loans to
qualified businesses. Contact Yvette Little at (941) 981-9253.
 
For great networking opportunities, plan to attend one of the
EDO's Fourth Wednesday Business Chats. It's a free program
where you can join us for a light lunch and network with
approximately 70 other new and existing business owners. More
information is available at CC Business Chats. New this year is
the Cape Coral Business Alliance, which is offering a monthly
"lunch and learn" program. More information can be found at CC
Business Alliance. The Cape Coral Chamber's "Food for
Thought" luncheons are a great opportunity to learn and
network. Each month, a different topic is presented. Check it
out at CC Chamber.
 
Whether you are a new, aspiring business owner or an existing
one that needs assistance in planning growth and future
strategies, or hiring, marketing and financials, there are many
opportunities to get access to the help you need. There are
many more programs out there, so we recommend doing some
research to ensure you're getting what you need. If you're still
not sure, contact our office-we're always willing to help local
business owners. Good luck!
 
 

Sincerely,
 

Dana Brunett
 
City of Cape Coral
Economic Development Manager

Ecological Labs Gains
Certification
Cape Coral-based
Ecological
Laboratories Inc.
now has an
official organic
certification for
Quantum Light,
its beneficial
bacteria product developed to improve soil biodiversity and
increase crop yields.  This certification will allow the company to
actively support the rapidly growing organic farming industry.

 "Our objective continues to be the development of products
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Paws For the Cause
& Have A Great Time

A recent 1940's theme party at the
Wicked Dolphin Rum Distillery raised

over $36,000 for the cause.

What do a '40s themed party, a disco
concert and a poker tournament have in
common? Dogs and cats, of course! These
are just some of the fundraising events held
recently for the Gulf Coast Humane
Society's proposed no-kill animal shelter to
be constructed in Cape Coral. As a growing
city, Cape Coral needs certain amenities and
an animal shelter is one important asset.
 
Currently, strays found here are transported
to the Lee County Domestic Animals
Services facility in Fort Myers, which is not
a no-kill shelter. Once an animal arrives
there, the clock starts ticking. If the Gulf
Coast facility is built in the Cape, we may
have an opportunity to save more animals
and create a more convenient experience for
our citizens when they are searching for a
lost pet.
 
In the future, if you see another event in
support of the Gulf Coast Humane Society's
proposed facility in Cape Coral, consider
taking part and help to make this dream a
reality. To date, they have done a really nice
job of offering creative and fun events that
you can enjoy and help a great cause as
well. So remember, take a Paws for the
Cause!

New Cape Coral
Businesses   

focused on improving crop yields which at the same time
contribute to the protection of farms, and the land and water
surrounding them," said Alan Schatten, chief operating officer of
Ecological. "This certification is the first of many steps we intend
to take to further our mission."

Ecological Labs develops and manufactures proprietary liquid
microbial formulations to address many of the most challenging
environmental problems facing the world today. 

Visit:  
ecologicallabs.com

Business Profile:  Arinsco Optics

A new Cape Coral business, Arinsco Optics, wants to change the
way you see the world-or at least your flat-screen television,
movies and games.
 
Arinsco Optics on SE 16th Place held an open house in
November to unveil its product line, C3D, and introduce the
inventor behind the idea. The C3D line of non-corrective glasses
are designed to offer an enhanced viewing experience at home
without the need for a 3D television and at the movies for the
price of a regular show. For $25 per pair, the patent-pending
technology of the C3D glasses brings the action to life for family
television or home theater viewing, gaming on a desktop
computer or mobile device, and professional presentations.
 
Arinsco principal Les Hardison is a retired engineer who
continually seeks to discover the "how" behind humans'
experience of depth, time and place. Hardison's family has lived
in Cape Coral since 1972. Stepdaughter Jennifer Jahn is the
owner/general manager of Arinsco Optics, and a former nurse.
 
She says the second generation of the glasses are soon to be
released based on feedback from consumers of the first release.
The lenses are made in Rochester, N.Y., the glasses are
imported from China, and the final product is assembled in the
Cape Coral office. They are sold on eBay, Amazon, through the
company website and at the store.
 
You can try on a sample at our office in Cape Coral," Jahn says.
"Everyone who has tried them is amazed at the clarity but we are
consistently trying to improve our product."
 
Learn more:
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150 new businesses registered for Cape

Coral Tax Receipts

(Business Licenses)

in February 2016.

 

Click here to view new Cape business

reports.

LEARN Network
& Partner Expo 
Coming Soon

The Lee County Economic Development
Office and Horizon Council have begun a
new initiative to provide resources to
entrepreneurs and businesses, highlighting
the expertise of a host of partners such as
SCORE, FGCU's Small Business
Development Center, CareerSource
Southwest Florida and more. 
 
At the kick-off, a panel of LEARN partners
will discuss the new initiative that provides
free and low-cost services in areas, such as:
 
Some of the areas where LEARN partners
may be able to help include:

Writing a business plan
Hiring talent
Qualifying for a loan
Maximizing social media

When: April 22
8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

4524 SE 16th Place, Ste. 4, Cape Coral 33904
(239) 257-2312 
arinscooptics.com

Is Your Money Working for You?
By Russ Winstead, CFM, CBA, CGBP 

SBDC Business Consultant
P 239.573.2737; Email rwinstead@fgcu.edu

Money is good, if it's working
for you-instead of you working
for it!
 
Even though we may have
many reasons for going into
business, most of the time it
involves the desire to be profitable. However, we're not going to
be discussing making money, but borrowing money. I have the
pleasure of interacting with several types of business lenders. For
the most part, they are quite collegial and they support many of
FGCU Small Business Development Center outreach programs
by sponsoring lunches and educational events. These lenders
have quite a bit of money they are willing to loan, and the interest
rates are still historically low.
 
That's the good news for some businesses. However, business
owners need to be informed before going into the process. First,
the guidelines for a loan qualification are still high. This means
that businesses that "need" the money to operate or stay afloat
may have a difficult time getting it. It also means it is difficult to
get money to start or buy an existing business.
 
Nonetheless, if you have good personal credit and a stable
financial history, you're off to a good start. In addition, there are
many non-traditional lenders in the commercial market. I can't go
into all the different specialties that they address, but many
provide options for those who can't go the traditional bank or
credit union route.
 
What I really want to address is why a business should or
shouldn't get a loan. I work with a lot of businesses that tell me
they want to get a loan and the first question I ask is, "Why?"
 
In most cases, the only reason to get a loan is when you can
directly see the return on investment (ROI). This is critical. The
ROI does not need to be immediate, but you should know what
the return will be-now or in the near future.
 
As an example: You know that if you purchase a piece of new
equipment that you will be able to pay for it in three months and it
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Where: Harborside Convention Center
1375 Monroe St.
Fort Myers

Anyone interested is asked to send an
RSVP by email to Sarah Newcomb at
snewcomb@leegov.com by April 13.

Learn more.

Medical Office Skills Prep
Training Extended    

  
The deadline to apply for the Lee County
Department of Human Services' Lee
Education and Employment (L.E.E.)
Medical Office Skills Program has been
extended to the end of the month. Classes
will be held from 6:30-9:30 p.m. for seven
months beginning April 19. The free job
training program prepares attendees for a
medical front office career. The application
deadline now is March 29. 

For more information, visit
 www.leegov.com/dhs/fss/medical-
office-skills-job-training.

Resources

 
Cape Coral Chamber

 
CareerSource Southwest Florida

 
Cape Community 

Foundation

 
CCCIA

will increase your profit by 20 percent on an ongoing basis. That's
a solid reason to borrow money.
 
Here's another example: You have a chance to fulfill a new
customer order. It's confirmed and you know you will get paid.
But you have to buy the parts up front for the job and it will cost
$50,000 while you only have $20,000. Borrowing $30,000 and
making a $10,000 profit on the deal-as opposed to passing it up
because you don't have the cash-is another good reason to get a
loan.
 
When it comes to not borrowing financing, there are too many
reasons to list. So if you're thinking about a loan, think ROI. Ask
yourself: How is this loan going to work for me? Will this loan
become an extra financial burden? The answer should be no.
 
So here's where we are at again: Money is good, if it's working for
you-instead of you working for it! If you would like consultation or
guidance on business issues or growing your business, contact
me directly. You can also attend our free Fourth Wednesday
Business Chats, held at the Nicholas Annex (Cape Coral Public
Works Building) at the corner of Nicholas Parkway and Country
Club Boulevard on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 11:30
a.m.

Possibilities at Seven Islands

Let us know your
thoughts on five
proposals.

Since the City of Cape
Coral awarded a contract to CPH Engineers last fall, its
professional consultation team has been hard at work putting
together some potential plans for the Seven Islands area and
the Northwest region of the city. The Northwest area will
become particularly more important as the Burnt Store Road
widening project and Seven Islands' development is completed,
in addition to the utilities expansion project bringing in water and
sewer. The impact these improvements will have on the city is
likely to be quite substantial.
 
The Seven Islands development is approximately 48 acres,
including seven "islands" and 46 adjoining properties located
along Old Burnt Store Road. The study area is generally
bounded on the west by the Spreader Canal, on the north by the
St. Michel Canal, on the east by Old Burnt Store Road, and on
the south by Southwest 2nd Street.
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The Northwest Cape Coral Planning and Seven Island Visioning
project is being led by CPH Engineers, with the firm's particular
focus on land planning, policy, urban design and infrastructure.
Members of the team include: Dix-Hite Partners for design
policy, visioning and urban design; Stuart and Associates for
land planning, economics and communications; and Plan-Active
Studio for overseeing base code and design policy
recommendations.

To see the progress the team has had since last fall, visit the
city website at www.capecoral.net and search for Seven
Islands.  You will be directed to the page highlighting this
development.  This is a project that will have citywide
implications much like we've seen at Tarpon Point and Cape
Harbour. Imagine another waterfront venue in Cape Coral to
relax and enjoy a nice meal or gather with friends. We
encourage you to view all of the documents and offer any input
you may have on the five possible designs for this project, or
come to a future meeting and share your ideas and input.
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