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MicroEnterprise
Course Begins in

August

 So you want to be your

own boss? If you're thinking

about starting a new

business, get all the help

you need by working with an

instructor and mentor who

can guide you through all

aspects of planning your

startup, including funding,

insurance, marketing and

legal areas. Goodwill's

MicroEnterprise program is

offering evening classes on

Monday and Thursday that

run six weeks: Aug. 8

through Sept. 10. The cost

is $80, although those

meeting certain income

guidelines are eligible to

take it for free. Classes are

held at the Public Works

Facility, 815 Nicholas Pkwy.

E., 

Economic Development News

Message From Your EDO Director
This n That From Your EDO
 
First of all, we want to let you know that
the Economic Development Office has
moved! We are no longer located in the
City Manager's office suite. We are now
located in Room 250, which is located at
the north end of City Hall on the second
floor. Feel free to stop by the next time
you're in City Hall. All of our contact information remains the same.
 
Wow! South Cape continues to see an influx of new businesses and
an increased vibrancy. Most recently, we've seen the opening of the
Water City Grill and No. 3 Craft Brews & Beer Bar with a great deal of
excitement and we will soon have the opening of the Cape Coral
Brewing Co. on Miramar Street. While the influx of a few of the national
chains like Starbucks, Culver's and Waffle House is always welcome,
it's the local flavor and eclectic businesses that bring character and a
sense of place to the downtown area. Won't the snowbirds be surprised
to see what's been happening this year?
 
We are still looking for your suggestions of what restaurants and
stores you--local business owners and residents--want to see in Cape
Coral. Since putting this question out in last month's newsletter, we've
received a great response, but we want to hear from more of you.
Please take the time to email us at ecodev@capecoral.net and tell us
what's missing here in the Cape. In our next newsletter in August, we'll
be sharing the results with you. Keep them coming, Cape Coral--we
can do this together!
 

Sincerely,
 

Dana Brunett
 
City of Cape Coral

mailto:ecodev@capecoral.net


6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

  

 To register, call 239-995-

2106, ext. 2219 or visit
MicroEnterprise.

Donna Germain
Tapped to Lead
Cape Chamber

After a nationwide search to
fill its top leadership
position, the Chamber of
Commerce of Cape Coral
has selected Cape Coral
native and chamber veteran
Donna Germain as its new
president and CEO.
 
Germain started her
chamber career in 2004,
serving as member relations
manager, marketing and
communications director,
and interim vice president
before taking reigns of the
organization after Michael
Quaintance stepped down in
April to pursue a teaching
career. Germain is involved
in the American Cancer
Society's Relay for Life of
Cape Coral and Leadership
Cape Coral. She is the 2014
and 2015 recipient of the
Regent Scholarship awarded
by the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce Foundation's
Institute for Organization
Management recognizing
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Business Profile:  Pickled Parrot
Hoping For Year-Round Crowd 

 
When Jesse Zeimet bought a
foreclosed home in Cape
Coral, he had a five-year
relocation plan, but an icy
Minnesota winter shortened
that plan into a few short
months. By March, Zeimet and
his partner, Dustin Guimond,
had not only made the move,
but had opened the doors of

the Pickled Parrot Island Grill.
 
While the name is a tongue-and-cheek nod to Margaritaville, the
dedication to good food is serious, aiming for affordable "high-end
cuisine in a comfortable neighborhood environment."
 
"My dad was a chef, my mom is a retired pastry chef and my
grandparents had a restaurant," Zeimet says of a lifetime of inspiration.
In addition, Guimond has 30 years of experience in the restaurant
business, so, Zeimet says, "it was a good fit. We are taking a global
approach to food with an island focus-Japan, Cuba, Key West- anything
island-oriented is fair game. Nothing on the menu costs more than
$20."
 
The restaurant is located at 1025 Santa Barbara Blvd. a few blocks
from City Hall, Police Headquarters and the Emergency Operations
Center-all good reasons to hope for a year-round crowd. So far,
business has been increasing incrementally week over week.
 
Opening the restaurant was a much easier process than he expected.
"I had heard things could be a challenge but that wasn't the case at all,"
Zeimet reports. "The workers in city zoning were amazing. I met with
the mayor, who was very positive, and everything went smoothly."

 
Recently, weekend brunches have been added to the grill's menu,
featuring tempting items such as Crab Cake Eggs Benedict and
Raspberry French Toast.
 
For more information on the Pickled Parrot Island Grill, check their
Facebook page or visit  pickled-parrot-cape-coral.com.
 

Fundamentals of Starting a
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her professional and
community commitment. 

"I am so honored to have
the opportunity to lead the
organization that I love so
dearly," said Germain. "We
have a great foundation as
an organization," she
continued. "Moving forward,
we hope to build on that to
ensure a broader reach to all
of the businesses in our
community."

Royal Shell
Expands to Cape

Coral

 
Royal Shell Real Estate has
closed on the purchase of a
two-story office building in
downtown Cape Coral.

 
The 9,000-square-foot office
with large conference
rooms, meeting rooms and
other spaces will undergo
major renovations, and is
expected to be fully
operational in the fall.
 
The company expects to
add 30 to 40 Realtors in
addition office staff. The
Cape Coral office will be the
company's sixth Southwest
Florida location. 

 

College Guide

NonProfit
 

Looking to create social

change by starting a nonprofit

organization? The Southwest

Florida SCORE Chapter is hosting a workshop on the "Fundamentals of

Starting a Nonprofit" on Thursday, July 23 from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. This

workshop will outline the key principles you should consider and how to

get started. The featured speaker is Jack Dunigan, an author who has

30 years of experience as a business and nonprofit trainer and

consultant.

 The fee is $35 for registration and handouts if paid in advance online.
 Registration at the door is $40.

 All students in Lee County with a school ID and veterans may attend for
free.  The workshop will be held at Keiser University, 9100 Forum
Corporate Pkwy., Fort Myers.

 For details, 239-489-2935 or southwestflorida.score.org
 

Golf Tournament Sponsorships
Sought to Support Special
Populations
 

 
 
The nonprofit Guardian Angels for Special Populations is gearing up for
the 9th Annual Special Populations Golf Classic, scheduled for

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBM310GpYFaCYwAkCQvtJs9UnG67XGRksKGXiTzyBchvht-XXLjyP0d-m7TYprwQQHsICY0744vAu-KSUvIIAuCYkQ1INoxuM0ccaIEjQ_XHGGNMOxt92acvgr6sX3ZQag==&c=&ch=


Resources for
Veterans

 

A number of public and

private organizations

provide financial aid and

unique services in order to

help active duty and retired

military service members

pursue the very best

education. 

Bestcolleges.com has

assembled a
guide that identifies specific

programs and
academic benefits

based on individuals'
contributions to each branch
of the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Learn more at: 

Best Colleges
Veterans' Guide

New Cape Coral
Businesses   

  
87 new businesses

registered for Cape Coral

Tax Receipts

(Business Licenses)

Saturday, Nov. 7 at Palmetto Pine Country Club in Cape Coral. But they
can't do it without you.
 
Organizers are offering eight sponsorship packages ranging from $5,000
for the title sponsor of the event to $100 to sponsor a hole. Every level
of sponsorship is a goodwill opportunity for showing the community your
business cares about the city's programming for all of our special-needs
residents. Find out more at 239-574-0574 or 239-671-4131. Sign up your
golf foursome or pledge a sponsorship at
Special Populations.
 

Applications Open for 21st Annual
Blue Chip Awards
 

Applications are now open for the
21st annual Southwest Florida
Blue Chip Community Business
Awards. The awards highlight
successful small businesses in Lee,
Collier or Charlotte County that have
overcome adversity to achieve
success. To qualify, for-profit
business must have been in
operation for at least three years

under the same ownership and employ five to 400 people.
Applications are due by Sept. 7. Businesses can nominate themselves
or be nominated by a third party.
 
To submit an application, please contact Stacey Mercado at (239) 433-
7189 or SMercado@BBandT.com.
 

Florida Small Business
Development Capital Fair
 

The Florida Small Business

Development Center is hosting

its annual Access to Capital

Fair 2015 on Friday, Aug. 7,

from 8 a.m. to noon at the

Holiday Inn at Fort Myers Airport near the Florida Gulf Coast University

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBM310GpYFaCkgnJ9EClxF0E3Ea5zjK90C5JvFqcbq66DOwIxARXJvfGe5dN81dMcjSmfrcGzEJ19PLKe-iw2UxgJjydfqvMfRpkXg-HwVdulczBN4a2WWU6cXjaO7vatfnfQdqcTrJJ9hzPE2h2ssWvcpm2TfLPtE3tjih_1hDw2_Ru8LQQ_GwIdi1rO3mxSXU3sFNqz9WR&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBM310GpYFaCPUHmMiXsgfHsG6_Z_67n4zCWd8MJcqsNz712okD7Ujw6Rd9zT7qnncLZJQCSPffsTXYbeLUGwGxXKJ_n4aC4jV-7NDd6C6x-_3i5APBGahXOxijbqEYKlf9gqMvYHTAy&c=&ch=
mailto:SMercado@BBandT.com


Matt Natal's graduation picture was
taken just two weeks prior to his

tragic death.

in June 2015.

 

Click here to view new

Cape business reports.

 

 

  
 

Resources

 

 Cape Coral Chamber

 
Career & Services Center 

 
Cape Community 

Foundation

 
CCCIA

City of Cape Coral 

 Lee County EDO

 
SBDC

 

  
Like Cape Coral 

Economic Development
on Facebook and follow us

on Twitter for the latest
Economic Development

News.
     

 

 

campus. The event is free and open to the public.
 
This year's guest speaker is Kabeer Arora of Kabaccha Shoes. Arora
raised more than $400,000 during a four-month Kickstarter campaign for
his company; he is often referred to as the "King of Crowdfunding." The
fair also includes a light breakfast, a tradeshow and a presentation on
alternative sources of funding. The Holiday Inn is located at 9931
Interstate Commerce Dr., Estero. 
 
Register at: www.fsbdcswfl.org.
 

Memorial Golf Tournament Planned
for Family of 11-year-old Killed in
Texas flooding
 

A local business representative is
hosting a golf charity tournament on
behalf of a catastrophic accident that
killed her nephew in Texas in June. 
Reports say that 11-year-old
Matthew L. Natal was playing with
other kids in a ditch after a
cloudburst when he was swept into a
culvert.  He was submerged for at
least 15 minutes before rescue
crews were able to transport him to a

nearby hospital, where he died.
 
"The golf tournament is intended to build awareness of tragedies
related to unsecured water drainages, and to raise funds to support my
brother and sister-in-law with medical and funeral expenses, as well as
lost income," said U.S. Health leader and the 11-year-old boy's aunt,
Varshalynn Natal.
 
The tournament is set for August 15 at 8:00 a.m. at the Royal Tee Golf
& Country Club.    Learn more
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 Karen Ramos
 

 Email 
ecodev@capecoral.net

 
Phone

(239) 574-0444
 

Website   
www.bizcapecoral.com
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