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Start the New Year
on the Right Path
Small Business

Events Jan. 18 - 22,
2016

   
 

If you'd like to learn how to
leverage the latest technology to
work smarter, position yourself
effectively to obtain a loan or gain
insights on permitting, zoning and
ADA requirements, The Horizon
Council and Keiser University have
just the right package of free
educational speakers on tap during
this year's Small Business Week.
 
The series of free talks will begin
at 5:30 p.m. on Jan. 18 and wrap
up with a discussion about
marketing and public relations on
Jan. 22. The Horizon Council and
Keiser University are sponsors. 

For the detailed schedule, click
here. 

CCCIA Gives Out 

Economic Development News

Message From Your EDO
Manager
It's All in the Numbers

What's going on in the
Cape? Seems like you
can't turn a corner
around here without
seeing new
construction. New
housing and
commercial
development is on the
rise.
 
Commercial Building
Permits in 2015 were up 13 percent over last year and 183
percent over 2013. New housing starts have increased by over
58 percent since last year and are up 108 percent over 2013.
 
The U.S. Census Population estimates that Cape Coral's
population is more than 169,854, which is 10 percent higher
than our 2010 population of 154,301 (U.S. Census, December
2015). As we all know, during the winter season, it is estimated
that our population climbs even higher.
 
With the population growing, Cape Coral as a market becomes
a more desirable location for new commercial development, just
as the current numbers bear out. Additionally, Cape Coral is
working to create new large-scale development opportunities
with Bimini Basin, Seven Islands and Academic Village. These
projects have the potential to add substantially to our
commercial tax base and create thousands of new jobs.
 
Additionally, there are two new apartment developments
coming: 312 units on Pine Island Road and another 90 units on
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ACE Awards

 
 
The Cape Coral Construction
Industry Association (CCIA) had
much to celebrate at its annual
ACE Awards Holiday Party thanks
to a sharp increase in the number
of permits pulled to build single-
family homes.
 
The winners of this year's ACE
Awards, sponsored by The Breeze
Newspapers, are:

* Premier Cape Construction was
named Contractor of the Year.
Other finalists: Castle Harbor
Homes and Sinclair Custom
Homes

* R&R Landscape & Irrigation
was named Sub-Contractor of the
Year. Other finalists: Stokes
Marine and Wayne Automatic
Fire Sprinklers

* Dixie Roadhouse earned
Affiliate of the Year. Other
finalists: Becker & Poliakof and
Priority Payments

To read a more detailed report
from the Cape Coral Daily
Breeze, click here.

Futurefest Teen
New Year's Eve

Celebration

Veterans Parkway. This type of workforce housing is
desperately needed in the Cape as we grow our commercial
base.
 
Manpower has ranked the Cape Coral-Fort Myers MSA as the
No. 1 location in the U.S. for job growth in the first quarter of
2016. A net amount of 37 percent of businesses surveyed said
they will be adding jobs, as opposed to only 18 percent
projecting job expansion a year ago.
 
We will continue to work with existing businesses and recruit
new businesses to the Cape to ensure that the numbers keep
adding up. Looking forward to an even more productive 2016.
Have a wonderful holiday season!
 

Sincerely,
 

Dana Brunett
 
City of Cape Coral
Economic Development Manager

Business Profile: Southwestern
Vocational Training Offers Quick Returns

Southwestern Vocational Training President Sylvia Dorisme
believes strongly in hands-on training.

Staff and faculty at Southwestern Vocational Training are excited
to be moving into a larger space this holiday season to
accommodate more students with career training, primarily in
these healthcare occupational areas:

Medical Assistant
Accounting Specialist
Patient Care Technician
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The City of Cape Coral Special
Events Division is excited to host
a new event, Future Fest 2K16. It
will be on New Year's Eve,
Thursday, Dec. 31 from 6 p.m. to
midnight at Sun Splash Festival
Grounds. The city has noticed a
definite need for more teen-oriented
activities and events in Cape
Coral. This event is a step closer
in that direction. Some highlights of
the event include stage
entertainment provided by DJ's and
dancers, a laser light show,
bonfire, midnight ball drop, and
fireworks to end the night! There
will be food vendors, along with
soda and water available for
purchase.
 
Advanced tickets are on sale at
City Hall - Parks & Recreation, and
will be sold until Tuesday, Dec. 29.
Tickets can also be purchased at
the venue. General admission is
$10, while the VIP Experience,
which includes a custom Future
Fest T-shirt, glow bracelets and a
glow wand, is just $15. Call
(239)573-3128 for questions or to
purchase tickets in advance.
Future Fest 2K16 is for students of
Lee County, ages 13-18. They
must have a valid ID of proof of
age (i.e., report card, student ID,
state or driver's license).

13th Annual
Shop With a Cop

Phlebotomy Technician

Since opening in Cape Coral six years ago, Southwestern
Vocational has trained over 2,500 students.  In addition to
offering short-term career trainings from two weeks to nine
months, the school also has year-round open enrollment and a
simple registration process for adult learners.  Once trained, the
school works with students to help them to apply for applicable
State or National certifications, now conducted on campus.
 
President Sylvia Dorisme specifically selected Cape Coral for her
school's home base. "I love Cape Coral and how much
community support it offers," says Dorisme. "Our school also
offers a supportive environment, letting our students know how
much we value them.  I'm glad to see that we are making a
difference in people's lives."
 
For student Margaret French, who is finishing her training as a
medical assistant, the school has helped her to discover a new
passion.  "I did customer service for a long time," says French. 
"Since attending SWVT, I have completed my EKG certification
and now I have found a passion for cardiology.  The Medical
Assistant program at SWVT is phenomenal. The school really
cares about their students' success."
 
On January 8, Southwestern Vocational Training will celebrate its
expansion with a ribbon-cutting ceremony.  The school has grown
from 700 sq. ft. with a staff of two to 6,500 sq. ft. with 12
contracted faculty and six office staff members.
 
Learn more:
http://www.swvtfl.com
 
120 Del Prado Blvd. South
114 Del Prado Blvd . S
Suite 1-2
Cape Coral, Florida 33990
Tel: (239) 214-0717

Toy Collection Through Sunday
The Cape Coral Fire
Department is collecting toys
and gifts through Sunday,
Dec. 20, for children in the
community who have special
needs, suffer from chronic
illnesses, are in foster care,
or have families who are
financially struggling.
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Tarpon Point Marina, Cape Coral

Promises to be
Memorable 

   
On Dec. 21, a group of 41
disadvantaged children will "Shop
with a Cop." Participating students
will go with a Cape Coral City
Police escort for a Wal-Mart
shopping experience, complete
with a gift card. Officers will help
the students select gifts for each
family member, as well as
something special for themselves.
 
After shopping, the children and
teens will wrap presents and enjoy
lunch at police headquarters. This
marks the 13th year of this event,
which is sponsored by the Cape
Coral Police Department's "Do the
Right Thing" program. "Do the
Right Thing" reinforces the ideas of
sharing and giving, and promotes
the concept that role models of all
ages are crucial to the
development of youth.

New Cape Coral
Businesses   

  
112 new businesses registered for

Cape Coral Tax Receipts

"For more than 20 years, through the participation of our citizens,
volunteers and business partners, the Cape Coral Fire
Department has been able to provide gifts to these Cape Coral
children and make their holiday a little bit brighter," said Fire Chief
Donald Cochran.

If you would like to contribute, please bring a new, unwrapped toy
or gift to any fire station by Sunday, Dec. 20. Donations for boys
and girls of all ages (newborn to 17 years) are needed. Gifts for
teens are often in short supply. Please consider donating gift
cards, makeup, body soaps and lotions, perfume or cologne, arts
and crafts supplies, or entertainment items for this age group.

Collection boxes for the toy drive are located at these fire
stations: 

Station 1 - 4610 Coronado Parkway
Station 2 - 701 Nicholas Parkway
Station 3 - 1627 Everest Parkway
Station 4 - 2007 Santa Barbara Boulevard
Station 5 - 1029 Diplomat Parkway
Station 6 - 4540 Chiquita Parkway
Station 7 - 3942 Burnt Store Road N.
Station 8 - 707 SW 1st Street
Station 9 - 4107 Pelican Boulevard
Station 10 - 3623 Gator Circle West

Last year, more than 200 children received gifts. This year, the
Cape Coral Fire Department is working with even more charities
and individuals, with hopes of reaching even more children in
need this year.

The Ten "Most Wanted"
By Russ Winstead, CFM, CBA, CGBP
Certified Business Analyst
239-573-2737

As we wrap up this year and
launch into the new one, I
suggest we invest a little
time into 2016 planning. I
realize that reviewing and
analyzing your business-all
the positives and changes
you may want or need to do-
can be overwhelming.
 
In my experience, I have found that taking on such a task
involves a system-a system that breaks down the mountain of
tasks into manageable pieces. With this in mind, you want to
evaluate all the items you want to accomplish and prioritize them.



(Business Licenses)

in November 2015.

 

Click here to view new Cape

business reports.

 

Cape Bicycle
Friendly Milestones

This week, the Cape Coral Bike-
Ped group received the
Metropolitan Planning
Organization's (MPO) 2015 Lee
County Injury Prevention
Organization of the Year award.
 This award comes on the heels of
The League of American Bicyclists
officially designating Cape Coral as
a bronze-level Bicycle Friendly
Community (BFC).

Thanks to a public-private
partnership between the City of
Cape Coral, a number of
community organizations,
individuals, and the Cape Coral
Bike-Ped Group, our city now
boasts over 90 miles of
interconnected bicycle and
pedestrian-friendly bike paths. 

Cape Coral Bike-Ped organizer
Carolyn Conant says her group has
already received a call from a
cyclist coming here just because
of the new BFC designation.  Bike-
Ped hopes to add another bike
route link within the next few

Each business is unique, with different priorities; however, you
might want to consider the two biggies:

1. What will save me the most money?
2. What will increase my profits the most?

There is a third priority option that is very important: What could I
change in my business that would give me a better quality of life?
That could mean more time, less stress or off-loading tasks that
you prefer not to do.
 
Your priorities are up to you! Once you establish them, sort
through your list and pick "The 10 Most Wanted Changes." Make
a plan for January to focus on No. 1 of the top 10 for the entire
month (or until completed) with a plan to complete it before Feb.
1.
 
In February, attack No. 2, in March, No. 3 and on through the
year.
 
You can change your business for the better-one step at a time, if
you just start working on it.

Alternative Business Financing
and Peer-to-Peer Lending
By Audie Lewis
EDO Business Recruitment Specialist

There are a wide
variety of alternative
financing sources for
small businesses and
startups that can
provide potential
investment capital when traditional sources of credit or finance
are not readily available.
 
Peer-to-peer lending (P2PL) is one of these modern alternative
sources that has received a lot of attention with business
owners, especially since most of the activity within this arena
occurs almost entirely via Internet-based companies and
transactions.
 
As a practical matter, P2PL involves lending to
individuals/peers outside of a bank or similar financial
institution. It is not an insurance- or a government-guarantee-
based transaction, so it does not involve typical secured loan
venues and piles of associated paperwork processing.
 
That said, this lending process does include some form of
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months on Cape Coral Parkway.

Expect to see BFC signs popping
up at key locations within the city.
 Next up, the MPO is funding a
Cape Coral Bike-Ped Master Plan.

For more information on Cape
Coral's bike routes, click here.

"Best of Waterfront
Dining" in the Cape

 
 
Gulfshore Life recently ranked two
establishments in Cape Coral in its
Top 10 Best Restaurants for
Waterfront Dining.
 
No. 6. Tarpon Point Marina / The
Nauti Mermaid Dockside Bar &
Grill, Marker 92 Waterfront Bar &
Bistro, Melograno Italian
Gourmet Bakery & Bistro,
Pinchers Crab Shack (6179 Black
Marlin Lane, Cape Coral; 239-549-
4900, tarponpoint.com)

No. 8. Rumrunners in Cape
Harbour (5848 Cape Harbour
Drive, Cape Coral; 239-542-0200,
rumrunnersrestaurant.com)

Honorable mentions:

 
*The Boathouse Tiki Bar & Grill
(5819 Driftwood Parkway, Cape
Coral; 954-
2628 theboathouseusa.com)

 
*Fathom's Restaurant & Bar (5785
Cape Harbour Drive, Cape Coral,

analysis of a borrower's credit risk or worthiness in terms of
potential interest associated with the loan. Alternative lending
does not mean that the lender doesn't expect to get paid.
Borrowers still have to qualify because the P2PL resource
profits from the lending transaction, even though the credit
process is far less daunting than others.
 
For sure, someone with excellent credit would likely get much
more favorable transaction rates than another borrower with
poor credit history. Fortunately, one of the characteristics of
these lending platforms is lower overhead costs. Because much
of the processes involve automated, online transactions and
verifications, these tend to feature lower-cost thresholds than
traditional brick-and-mortar financial institutions.
 
P2PL is also considered a global financial resource network due
to the fact that the investors and lenders can originate from a
wide variety of locations worldwide. As in any lending
transaction, it is important to do your homework and carefully
consider options for financing, including any potential P2PL
sources.

  
Like Cape Coral 

Economic Development on Facebook and follow us on Twitter
for the latest Economic Development News.
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542-0123, fathomsrestaurant.com
For the complete article, click
here.

Resources

 
Cape Coral Chamber

 
CareerSource Southwest Florida

 
Cape Community 

Foundation

 
CCCIA

City of Cape Coral 

Goodwill MicroEnterprise Prog.

 Lee County EDO

 
SBDC

 

 
Phone

(239) 574-0444
 

Website   
www.bizcapecoral.com
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