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Employment Outlook 

Bright for Cape Coral 

 
 

If you hope to land a job in 

the next three months, where 

in the U.S. will you find the 

most vibrant employment 

market? According to the 

recently released Employment 

Outlook Survey from staffing 

giant ManpowerGroup, the No. 

1 spot is the Cape Coral 

"Metropolitan Statistical Area." 

 

 What a terrific way to end the 

year! 

  

Read more 

Fucillo Kia of Cape Coral 

Wins Again 

   

Billy Fuccillo, president of 

Fuccillo Automotive Group 

(www.fuccillo.com), was 

honored for the seventh 

Economic Development 
News 

 

Message From Your EDO 

Director 
What a year it's been, Cape Coral! 

  
As we approach 

the end of 2014, 

it's time to look 

back at our 

accomplishments. 

We certainly have 

been busy. We 

have a great 

many new stores 

and restaurants, there's been a big reduction in 

vacant commercial space and we're seeing a lot 

more residential construction again-all very 

good indicators for Cape Coral to say the least. 

 

Our new Sam's Club is close to opening on Pine 

Island Road, Culver's and Starbucks opened in 

South Cape and another new Culver's was 

announced in front of Sam's Club. A new Wal-

Mart Neighborhood Market is being built on Pine 

Island Road at Hibiscus Drive, the Publix Plaza 

at Hancock Bridge Parkway and Santa Barbara 

Blvd. is expanding, a new Popeye's Chicken is 

under construction, the city has begun work to 

encourage a new development at Bimini Basin 

in South Cape, and the South Florida Canoe 

Kayak Club is proposing a new $23 million 

training and dormitory facility that could make 

Cape Coral a world-class Olympic training 

center bringing athletes from around the globe. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018t0iL_5ngKgHS8F_8u7xmgr_V8Zm7JVdJAzT3gCErHrJQg6R2YZii-Vl4726T5U3r5Ohr5Uur-DyTVmhZuAPCV7nG3GM13mmXEckYc1rHrjmYGJZzgNhrsqQ3rPfzzC1P13xscDqrXcTDIKNiYh5oy2Ukr7VeJEUc0IPVbTEUcunX3BM1o4Tbf1U-01OxKKM5eP7MjMiGh_1NcO6jS3drw==


consecutive year with the 

National Dealer of the Year for 

Highest Sales Volume award 

by Kia Motors Corp. This 

marks the fourth year in a row 

that the honor has gone to 

Fuccillo Kia of Cape Coral.  

  

The National Dealer of the 

Year for Highest Sales Volume 

award is given annually to one 

dealership in the country. 

Fuccillo Kia of Cape Coral beat 

out more than 500 U.S. Kia 

dealerships for the honor. 

Since the dealership opened in 

December 2010, it has been 

named the National Dealer of 

the Year for Highest Sales 

Volume every year and also 

won Best New Dealer in 

2011.  

Cape Technical 

Institute Students 

Accept Challenge 

    
A talented group of digital 

design students at the Cape 

Coral Institute of Technology 

have been kicking their 

creativity levels into high 

gear this month, designing a 

new logo for our 4th 

Wednesday Business Chat. 

  

The EDO/SBDC Business 

Chat has been growing in 

popularity and the team felt 

the time was right 

for  "BizChat" to get its own 

branded look. 

 

 

I could go on and on but you get the picture. 

Cape Coral is getting recognized as a place to 

be. A great deal of hard work has been put 

forth by your EDO staff to contribute to these 

results, but we have a long way to go to get 

access to those higher paying jobs we all want 

to see. Other city departments have been 

working hard to improve our processes, reduce 

our costs and strive for an environment that's 

ripe for development. We know we're not there 

yet, but we're making great progress and the 

results will be tremendous. We thank you for 

your enthusiasm and continued support. See 

you in 2015! 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Dana Brunett 

  

City of Cape Coral  

Economic Development Director  
 
 

CCIM To Present Real Estate 

Outlook Conference Next 

Month 
  

The Cape Coral 

Economic 

Development 

Office will be a 

prominent 

sponsor for the 2015 Real Estate Outlook 

Conference. This exciting annual event is 

coordinated by the Florida Chapter of the 

Southwest District of Certified Commercial 

Investment Members (CCIM). 

  

CCIM is a global organization that encompasses 

brokers, Realtors, investors, developers and 

other affiliated individuals and organizations 

vested in the commercial real estate market. 

CCIM designation denotes a recognized expertise 

in the commercial and investment real estate 

industry internationally. 

  

The 15th Annual Southwest Florida Real Estate 

Outlook Conference is scheduled for Thursday, 

January 29, 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 

Harborside Event Center in downtown Fort Myers. 



Cape Tech Instructor Kevin 

Hawk is leading his design 

students in this community 

partnership.  

  

We'll announce the winner 

and our new venue for 2015 

meetings next month. 

Remember--no BizChat 

this month! 

  

   

Like Cape Coral  

Economic Development on 

Facebook and follow us on 

Twitter for the latest Economic 

Development News. 

      

  

  

  

Minimum Wage 

Goes Up on January 1 

   

Starting with the beginning of 

the new year, minimum wage 

employees will make $8.05 

per hour, an increase of 

1.5%.  Tipped employees will 

make  $5.03 hourly.  

Business Card 

Exchange 

Jan. 6  
 

  

Last year's conference hosted a record-breaking 

crowd and this enthusiasm and turnout is 

expected to be even greater in 2015. The event 

offers an elucidating recap of what happened in 

the region for the past year and what is 

projected to happen in the year ahead. 

  

Without a doubt, this CCIM conference is certain 

to be attended by hundreds of prominent local 

business leaders, investors, property owners, 

brokers, managers and others with an interest in 

commercial real estate in Southwest Florida. 

Television and print media will be covering the 

event. 

  

You can bet that the Cape Coral EDO team will be 

there, ready to augment our market analysis 

resources for new business owners. 
 

Achieva Sets Standard For 

Banking With Heart 
 

 

The Achieva Team, Del Prado Office 

Customers who walk into Achieva's lobby are 

likely to be a bit surprised.  This Credit Union, 

which has taken Cape Coral on as its first foray 

into Southwest Florida, is not like any traditional 

bank. 

  

There are no ropes between customers and 

tellers; there is same day service to receive 

debit cards and iPads on hand for customers to 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018t0iL_5ngKgHS8F_8u7xmgr_V8Zm7JVdJAzT3gCErHrJQg6R2YZii-Vl4726T5U3r5Ohr5Uur-DJrdybvcjji933T8XQ6kV4tc37eh1guqwHjMJIH_CVBIT3-LtLgxBu
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Keep that New Year's 

Resolution to make more 

business contacts by joining 

us at the first Business Card 

Exchange for 2015. 
  

The EDO and Cape Coral 

Chamber Business Card 

Exchange is set for: 

 Tuesday, January 6 

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. 

The Painted Conch 

1242 SW Pine Island Rd. 

#17 

  

Thanks to the owners of The 

Painted Conch, we'll have 

plenty of coffee and 

breakfast to start our 2015 

networking right. 

We hope to see you there. 

New Cape Coral 

Businesses    

   

119 new businesses 

registered for Cape Coral 

Business Tax Receipts (BTR)  
in November 2014. 

  
   Click here to find new 

business reports in the city 

document center. 
 

  

Resources  

check emails or surf the web.  

 

The technology may be hip, but Achieva's 

reasons for picking Cape Coral are down to 

earth. "We see a real need in Cape Coral that 

Achieva Credit Union can fill," said Andrew 

Lampkins, Vice President of Market 

Development.  "We are here to help this 

community rebuild.  Achieva is sponsoring 17 

city events in the coming year from the Coconut 

Festival to movie and bike nights.  Our 

commitment to the community and our love of 

our members is what sets us apart from 

traditional banks." 

  

Last year, the local Achieva team created its 

own signature event called "AchievAlympics & 

Chili Blast" to raise money for local classrooms 

in the form of grants for teachers. Achieva 

began as a teacher's credit union more than 75 

years ago. 

  

Knowing that small business is the backbone of 

Cape Coral, we asked Lampkins what a business 

owner would need in order to be able to obtain a 

loan. "Your story," said Lampkins.  "Most banks 

differentiate themselves by looking at 

numbers.  We want to hear your story.  Our 

team is focused on helping each customer 

achieve their individual financial goals whether 

it's getting a car or home loan to saving for 

college or opening a new business.  Our team 

can set you on the right path toward meeting 

your current and future needs." 

  

Achieva Credit Union has two Cape Coral 

locations, on Del Prado Boulevard and on Cape 

Coral Parkway.  

www.achievacu.com 
 

Business Profile:  New Digs 
 Priority Payments Looking Forward to Growth 

in Cape 
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 Cape Coral Chamber  

  

Career & Services Center   
  

Cape Community  

Foundation  
  

CCCIA 
 

City of Cape Coral 

 

 Lee County EDO 

  
SBDC  

  

Build Redundant 

Systems 
 

By Russ Winstead, CFM CBA, 

CGBP 
Certified Business Analyst, SBDC 

239-573-2737   

          

At one point in my life, I flew 

aircraft on a regular basis. 

One thing that you notice as a 

pilot is the difference between 

planes and many other 

systems or equipment. Planes 

have a number of redundant 

systems built in for critical 

operations, such as fuel 

pumps. The reason for the 

redundancy is obvious: You 

don't want to lose a critical 

system at 15,000 feet without 

having a back-up system to 

take its place. 

  

I have found in my years of 

 

Jonathan Gabel with members of Cape City Council at the Annual 

Southwest Florida Blue Chip Awards ceremony. 

 
It's been a blockbuster year for Priority 

Payments South Florida, and bigger things are 

on the horizon as owner and CEO Jonathan 

Gabel and his crew move into a new office with 

expanding services. 

 

  

Gabel founded Priority Payments five years ago 

to provide merchant services locally after the 

credit-card processing company he was working 

for closed down. Gabel rehired employees from 

the former firm, and he took home no salary for 

the first 19 months. His frugal beginnings paid 

off. Today, Priority Payments has moved from a 

spare bedroom to a profitable company with six 

full-time employees, two part-timers and 

steady revenues. Gabel bought a building on 

Vincennes Street, and his staff hopes to 

relocate from a shared office to the roomier 

2,500-square-foot quarters by December. 

 

Gabel was thrilled to be named a finalist for the 

20th Annual Southwest Florida Blue Chip 

Community Business Award this year, but he's 

also thrilled with his expanding services. 

Priority Payment now offers payroll services 

"which have really taken off," credit-card 

processing and merchant cash advances for 

operations that need quick capital but can't 

secure a traditional bank loan. He says that 

while credit-card services are a critical need for 
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consulting, that businesses 

often don't stop to evaluate 

their "critical business 

operations" for redundancy 

and/or recovery. 

  

I recently had a client that 

had a large part of his 

business operations 

dependent on a "customized 

in-house computer system." 

In this situation, only one 

person in the entire company 

knew how to run the system 

or even what the passwords 

were. Unfortunately, after that 

key person suddenly dropped 

out of the picture, the 

company was put into a very 

difficult and expensive 

position trying to recover the 

operations and get the 

company running again. 

  

A great resolution heading 

into a new year may be to 

take inventory of, and 

evaluate, your "business 

critical operations." This could 

apply to a computer system, 

supplier, manufacturer or a 

specialized skill set. 

  

To help identify a critical 

business operation, ask 

yourself, "What would be the 

impact to my business if this 

(name the component) failed 

or was not available? How 

quickly could you recover and 

what would be the cost? Can 

you take actions now to build 

in a redundancy or back-up 

plan to reduce or eliminate 

the impact should it happen? 

Proper planning will help your 

business run much more 

smoothly when it's faced with 

certain challenges.  

  

businesses of all sizes, finding the right 

company can be complex and impersonal with 

long-term contracts and poor customer service. 

He prides his company on personalized 

customer service. 

  

"We've found a product we can stand behind 

and we offer someone close by they can talk 

to," he says. "They don't have to go through 

800-numbers and ID numbers. It can get 

convoluted because there a thousand people 

doing merchant sales and processing, and it's 

easy to get led astray," says Gobel, 33, who 

recently participated in Leadership Cape Coral, 

is a member the Cape Coral Chamber of 

Commerce, and is planning to network with 

local businesses to simplify merchant services. 

"I am super-pumped, and will be working to 

pick a couple more (staff members) because 

we're going to need them." 

 

  

Priority Payments South Florida 
4814 Vincennes St., Cape Coral 
239-214-2040 
prioritypaymentsflorida.com 
  

  

  
 

Business-friendly Roundtables 

with City Manager 
  

Cape Coral has 

been on a journey 

for several years 

to become the 

most business-

friendly city in 

Florida. That 

pursuit has been getting a lot of help from Cape 

Coral City Manager John Szerlag, who has been 

holding periodic business roundtables with local 

owners and key leaders in virtually every major 

sector of the business community.  

  

To date, there have been a dozen or more of 

these small, intimate roundtable meetings where 

Cape Coral business people discuss the "good, 

the bad and the ugly" about this city in a frank 
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and open informal atmosphere with a handful of 

invitees for each special meeting. The 

information learned from these interpersonal 

roundtables has helped the City Manager, the 

Economic Development Director and city staff 

implement policies and changes to make Cape 

Coral more business-friendly and better-oriented 

toward future growth and a stronger economy. 

  

The Economic Development Office hosts these 

events in the City Manager's Conference Room as 

a breakfast meeting with coffee and assorted 

extras to allow the attendees to come early and 

have these chats, then make it to their office 

without undo interruption to their normal work 

day. 

  

The EDO is currently looking for additional 

business owners and community leaders 

interested in being a part of one of these future 

roundtable events. If you would like to have your 

name added to our invitee list, please email us at 

ecodev@capecoral.net or call the office at (239) 

574-0444 with your contact and business 

position information. Cape Coral is growing 

strong and we want it to grow even stronger in 

the future. We hope you will help us make this 

city even more business-friendly for the New 

Year. 

  
 

 

Visit our Website 
    

City of Cape Coral 

 Economic   

Development   

Office 

 

Click on the image to 

visit our website. 
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