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Help Us Put Cape 

Coral on the Map..... 

Starting with your 

car! 

 
 

  

Those of us who spend 

time in Cape Coral know 

that we've discovered a 

great place to live, work 

and play.  We'd like your 

help in spreading the Cape 

Coral name throughout the 

region by simply placing a 

simple bumper sticker or 

window decal on your 

car.  These euro-style 

decals follow the simple 

formula used by cities 

around the world to brand 

their home towns.  CCFL - 

Cape Coral, FL  

  

These free decals are 

available in the reception 

area of Cape Coral City 

Hall at 1015 Cultural Park 

Blvd. and at the Cape 

Coral Chamber Welcome 

Center on Cape Coral 

Parkway.  If you would like 

to make these decals 

available to your 

customers at no charge, 

Economic Development 
News 

 

Message From Your EDO 

Director 
Getting Ready For 2015 

  

 

Dana Brunett presenting at this 

year's  Catch The Vision event. 

It's that time of the year. As the snow flies up 

North, we here at City Hall are getting ready for 

2015. We are planning for new opportunities, 

participating in Catch the Vision, and working with 

numerous clients on projects and opportunities that 

will positively impact Cape Coral. 

  

These are exciting times. The economy is 

improving and Cape Coral is once again becoming 

a desirable location for residents and businesses 

alike. We are working to provide guidance and 

support to ensure that new companies locate here 

as well as hire local residents. Most importantly, 

now that our retail base is more solid, we can turn 

our attention to those higher-paying jobs. 



please email 

us:  ecodev@capecoral.n

et  

 

EDO Hosts Chamber 

Business Card 

Exchange 

   

Forty business 

representatives woke up for 

early networking at the 

Chester Street Resource 

Center this month.   Thanks 

to Dan Puleio of Cape 

Cleaners for providing us 

with bagels and 

coffee!  Thanks also goes to 

the Chamber of Commerce 

of Cape Coral for making 

these networking 

opportunities 

possible.  Networking is a 

truly key component of 

growing a business.  

New Online 

Business 

Workforce 

Guide 

    
This week, CareerSource 

 

 

  

With project areas like Bimini Basin, Academic 

Village, Veterans Investment Zone, Seven Islands 

and Pine Island Road, we have solid opportunities 

for growth and job creation. We look forward to 

being able to share good news in the future as we 

begin to realize our potential. In the meantime stay 

warm...if you're traveling up North. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Dana Brunett 

  

City of Cape Coral  

Economic Development Director  
 
 

Cape Coral Shares the Vision 
  

At the Nov. 18 

Catch the Vision 

event, promises 

of a better future 

turned to solid 

plans of action 

for a wide array 

of businesses 

and projects. 

  

Rob Fowler of 

Fowler 

Construction 

shared statistics that commercial construction 

volume is up significantly over last year, with retail 

in the lead position. "Cheap deals are gone. Now 

that Pine Island Road is finally widened, this area 

dominates for new business." 

  

Other key highlights include: 

 New Sam's Club opening on Pine Island Road 

in January 2015 

 Sam's Club announced that, as part of giving 

back to the community, the new Cape Club is 

giving a $15,000 grant to the Cape Coral 

Charter School Authority 

 A second Culver's restaurant will break 

ground in the Sam's Club plaza in six weeks 

 New housing developments are going into 

Southwest and North Cape 

 Look for a more coastal or contemporary feel 

 

Our EDO Team was one of many 

active sponsors at the event. 

mailto:ecodev@capecoral.net
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Southwest Florida 

launched an online 

regional Business 

Workforce Guide for 

information on 

employment and training 

resources, labor market 

information and area 

demographics. 

 

  

"For a long time we have 

discussed having a single 

point of access where 

businesses and job 

seekers can get 

information about 

recruiting, retention, 

internships/apprenticeshi

ps, training programs 

and labor market 

information.  It's nice to 

see something come to 

fruition," said Janet 

Watermeier, Horizon 

Council Workforce 

Taskforce Chair. "I'm 

sure this guide will 

continue to develop into 

a vital and critical 

resource for area 

businesses and job 

seekers," Watermeier 

said. 

 

"The resource guide will 

house information on 

employment and training 

initiatives from most area 

training providers and 

include a variety of 

recruitment, expansion 

and retention strategies," 

said Joe Paterno, 

Executive Director for 

CareerSource Southwest 

Florida.  "We are happy 

to be a part of a regional 

effort to build a stronger 

relationship between 

business, education and 

to new homes. 

 Gary Aubuchon, president of the Aubuchon 

Team of Companies, told the crowd that this 

is the best new-home market he's seen in the 

past decade. 

 Plans for a 5-star Luxury Motor Coach Resort 

near Burnt Store Marina are moving forward. 

 Coralwood Mall has plans to remodel with 

new anchor stores to include Home Goods, 

Ulta Beauty and Michaels. 

 Lee Memorial Health System hopes to break 

ground next month on a new Medical 

Outpatient Center at Veterans and Surfside 

parkways. 

 The South Florida Canoe Kayak Club 

showcased its renderings of a beautiful 2-

story boathouse and athletic housing to serve 

athletes from around the world, making Cape 

Coral a destination for sports-related tourism. 

The facility will be privately funded. 

Economic Development Director Dana Brunett 

announced the first commercial development to hit 

the Veterans Investment Zone-Liberty Health 

Park.  "This area has tremendous potential," said 

Brunett.  "We believe this new medical-related 

facility will help to begin to build the momentum we 

need for new developments in the VIZ and the 

creation of higher paying jobs for our residents." 

  

Look for more details on these projects in the 

months to come. To view photos from the evening, 

we invite you to visit us on Facebook and like our 

page!  
 

Cape Company Wins Prestigious 

Blue Chip Award 
     



job seekers," 

 

  

Click here to view the 

website. 

   

Like Cape Coral  

Economic Development 

on Facebook and follow us 

on Twitter for the latest 

Economic Development 

News. 

      

  

  

  

Reminder! 

Business Chats Will 

Recommence in 

January 

   

There will be NO 4th Wednesday 

Business chat during the months 

of November and December due 

to the hectic holiday 

schedule.  We will begin in an 

exciting new venue in 

January.   Stay tuned for more 

details as they become available! 

A tab for Business Chats is under 

the Community Section of the 

Economic Development Office 

section of the city website. 

New Cape Coral 

Businesses    

   

125 new businesses 

This year's Blue Chip award goes to a dedicated 

family-run business that's been based in Cape Coral 

for 32 years-Lee County Plumbing Supply.  Dionne 

Lopez and her mother, Dania accepted the honor 

during a recent ceremony at Harborside Event 

Center. 

  

"It is such an honor and a blessing to receive this 

award," said Dionne. "I hope that I can continue 

serving customers for 30 years to come, as my 

parents have done." 

  

The Blue Chip award carries special meaning in its 

recognition of businesses that have faced adversity 

and still managed to grow and thrive. 

  

Perhaps the greatest challenge the family faced was 

in 1998, when Dionne's father, William Lopez, died 

from a brain aneurysm while in the store. His wife, 

Dania, took over the business at a time when big 

box stores were starting to expand throughout the 

region and the construction boom came to an 

abrupt halt.  Times were tough, but she carefully 

saved and continued to treat her customers like 

gold.  

  

"Our customers have always been so important to 

us," said Dania Lopez.  "I am proud to be passing 

this business on to my daughter." 

  

Dionne shares the same conviction that quality 

customer service is their key to beating the big 

name stores.  Often, customers come into their 

store with a photo of a problem that needs fixing, 

and regulars know that the Lee County Plumbing 

team will work to solve the problem. "Customer 
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registered for Cape Coral 

Business Tax 

Receipts (BTR)  
in October 2014. 

  
   Click here to find new 

business reports in the city 

document center. 
 

  

Resources  

  
 Cape Coral Chamber  

  

Career & Services 

Center   
  

Cape Community  

Foundation  
  

CCCIA 
 

City of Cape Coral 

 

 Lee County EDO 

  
SBDC  

  

See You at the Top! 
 

By Russ Winstead, CFM CBA, 

CGBP 
Certified Business Analyst, 

SBDC 
239-573-2737  

  

         

In his book, See You at the Top, 

Zig Ziglar emphasizes repeatedly 

service has always been our No. 1 goal," added 

Dionne. 

  

The award celebration is coordinated and sponsored 

by BB&T-Oswald Trippe and Company and BB&T 

Bank. Scott Gregory, vice president with BB&T-

Oswald-Trippe and Company, told the awards 

audience, "Hard work, a refusal to give up and 

saving when times were good allowed them to 

succeed, and serves as an inspiring lesson for other 

small businesses to emulate." 

  

Cape Coral Finalists 

Of five companies throughout Southwest Florida 

that reached the finalist stage for the award, three 

were based in Cape Coral. The other two companies 

are: Priority Payments South Florida and Turbine 

Generator Maintenance Inc.  We'll feature more 

about Priority Payments South Florida next month. 

  

Lee County Plumbing Supply, Inc. 

532 SE 47 Terrace, Cape Coral, Florida 33904 

(239) 542-4618  
   

 

Business Profile:  Growing 

Empire 
Windfall, Inc., evolved from home-based business to 

one of Office Depot's biggest partners. 

 
When Donna Marks escaped one-hour commutes in 

the Chicago area and moved to Cape Coral with her 

husband, Salvo, a retired public schools 

superintendent, "we wanted to be warm," she says. 

"To me, it was about putting a boat in the backyard. 

That's what we focused on first. We had no idea how 

perfect Cape Coral would be for an employer and a 
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that, "You can have anything in 

life you want if you help enough 

other people get what they want." 

  

I'm a big fan of Zig Ziglar and the 

wisdom that he communicated so 

well for so many years, and these 

are truly words to live by. 

  

If this one concept is employed in 

your business and your life it will 

change everything for the good. 

In any business, whether in 

services, products or sales, 

helping your customer and others 

in your life will help you in the 

long run. 

  

My encouragement to you is to 

study and recognize this attitude 

shift from a focus on getting what 

you want first to helping others 

get what they want. With this new 

attitude and approach, your 

customers will feel the difference 

and over time reward you with 

loyalty and trust. 

  

If you would like consultation on 

business issues or guidance in 

growing your business, please 

feel free to contact me directly or 

attend our free Fourth Wednesday 

Business Chats, starting back in 

January 2015, every fourth 

Wednesday of the month at 11:30 

a.m. 

 Contact Us 

Editor 

MerriBeth Farnham  

 

Cape Coral Economic 

Development Office  

Dana Brunett  

Audie Lewis 

Karen Ramos 

  

 Email  

ecodev@capecoral.net  

  

Phone 

business." 

 

  

Marks had a long career in high-level business 

dealings-from working with famed entrepreneur Sam 

Zell to starting her own custom logo-brand company-

so she wasn't ready to rest. The astute entrepreneur 

brought her home-based Power Purchasing with her 

in 2007. The goal of Power Purchasing: negotiate 

money-saving discounts from brand-name suppliers 

on products and services businesses and organizations 

use every day. 

 

  

Before long, she moved into a shared office on S.E. 

47th Terrace, paying $200 a month. "And I was 

worried about that $200 a month," she recalls. That 

seems so long ago. She changed the company name to 

Windfall in 2013, and her company continues to 

grow. 

 

  

Businesses and associations become members for 

free, Marks receives a commission, and members win 

discounts because everything is purchased in bulk. 

Last year, Windfall bought $35 million worth of 

supplies and services for her members that range from 

home offices to $6 billion companies. Windfall is 

now one of the biggest purchasers through Office 

Depot. 

  

She says her success grew out of the teetering 

economy. "It was good timing to get a company 

started that would save companies money," she says. 

Today, she has 14 agents. Otherwise, "I outsource 

everything," she says. "It doesn't matter where we do 

what we do, what happens is out in the field. I live 

here, I work here, and I employ people here. I am so 

excited to see things happening that are bringing 

people across the bridge." 

 

  

Marks has nothing but praise for Cape Coral's 

location. "We have the perfect environment here, an 

hour from Naples and Sanibel for upscale. We have 

mailto:mfarnham@hdprgroup.com
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(239) 574-0444  

  

Website  

  

www.bizcapecoral.com  

  

Visit our Website 
    

City of Cape Coral 

 Economic   

Development   

Office 

 

Click on the image to 

visit our website. 
 

  

Fort Myers Beach for the Coney Island atmosphere, 

and Pine Island for what's left of natural Florida. 

Everything's so close," she says. "I go to Miami, 

Lauderdale and Boca all the time, and I can't wait to 

get back," she says. "When I get back, I go, 'Ah, I'm 

on vacation again.' " 

 

  

For details: 1411 SE 47th St., Ste. 1, Cape Coral, 239-

866-776-1453, getwindfall.com 
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