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These Are The 10 Best Places To Live In Florida 
 

From the Everglades to Disney World, Florida has some awesome attractions,  

but which place to live there is the fairest of them all? 
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From its beaches to its theme parks and 

everything in between, the Sunshine 

State of Florida offers something for 

everyone. Floridians may argue over 

which place in the state is tops, but 

which actually deserves the fame that 

comes with being the absolute best? 

The Movoto Real Estate Blog decided it 

was time to find out which place should 

get these bragging rights. We slipped on 

our shades and sandals (hey, we tend 

to have those handy out here in 

California) and set out to collect the data 

that would give us our results. 

What did we find? Coral Springs came 

out on top of our ranking, like a flag 

planted on top of a sand castle.    

Getting to the top wasn’t easy, since it 

had to outdo the rest of the 10 best 

places in Florida: 

1. City of Coral Springs 

2. City of Deerfield Beach 

3. City of Winter Park 

4. City of Pompano Beach 

5. City of Gainesville 

5. City of Cape Coral 

5. Town of Jupiter 

8. Town of Davie 

9. City of Coconut Creek 

10. City of Weston 

We realized that folks in Orlando and 

Tampa may be a bit bewildered at not 

seeing their cities on the top 10. Where 

did they rank, and how did we arrive at 

the top 10 above? You can find the top 

50 best places in a chart at the end of 

this post, and as for our methodology, 

we’ll tackle that next. 

Fun In The Sun With Math 



As with all of our Big Deal List rankings, 

we started out by finding the most 

populated places in the state.  

In the case of a very large state like 

Florida, we looked the top 100. Once we 

had our list of places, we collected data 

across seven unique criteria for each: 

 Total amenities 

 Quality of life (cost of living, 

median home price, median rent, 

median household income, and 

student-to-teacher ratio) 

 Total crimes 

 Tax rates (sales tax and income 

tax) 

 Unemployment 

 Commute time 

 Weather (temperature and air 

quality) 

We gathered this data from the 2010 

U.S. Census, the FBI, and business 

listings. Then, we ranked each place 

from 1 to 100 in all of the criteria, with 

one being the best. The average of 

these individual rankings became our 

Big Deal Score, the lowest of which was 

our No. 1 place, Coral Springs. Why is 

this city so great? Let’s examine what 

factors gave us our top 10, as well as 

what other things our best places have 

to offer. 

5. Cape Coral 

Next in our three-way tie for fifth place is 

the largest spot in our top 10, Cape 

Coral. This city is known as the 

“waterfront wonderland” and we’d say 

that’s pretty appropriate considering all 

the great things it offers. 

Art festivals, independence day 

festivals, and even a massive 

Oktoberfest are held here annually, all 

nearby a huge number of canals, more 

than any other city in the world. That 

proximity to water also means some 

great seafood at places like Pete’s Fish 

and Chips. 

Residents are free to breathe a sigh of 

relief when it comes to the weather, 

considering that the average summer 

temperature is nice and the air quality 

was the second best on our entire list. 

Financially, residents enjoy a low tax 

rate and a high quality of life, as well as 

the No. 16 crime rate with only 2,701 

crimes per 100,000 people annually. 

Beyond those areas, Florida really came 
across beachy-keen overall. Warm 
weather, wonderful ocean views, and 
some really fun festivals make this state 
an interesting and always lively part of 
the nation. 

 


