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There are a lot of decisions that go into 

buying a home, and one of the biggest is 

where you’re actually going to do it. Maybe 

you’ve decided that the huge sprawling 

metropolis lifestyle isn’t for you, but you 

don’t want the small town vibe either. This 

means you’re looking at mid-sized cities, 

something the Movoto Real Estate Blog 

knows a thing or two about. 

We believe there are some common factors 

that everyone should look at when 

considering the location of their future 

home. Based on those, we’ve compiled a list 

of the mid-sized cities where the market 

conditions are best right now for home 

buyers. They are: 

 

1. Clarksville, TN 

2.  Cape Coral, FL 

3.  Port St. Lucie, FL 

4. Fayetteville, NC 

5. McAllen, TX 

6.  Mobile, AL 

7.  Naperville, IL 

8.  Frisco, TX 

9.  Salem, OR 

10.  Peoria, AZ 

Now, you may be wondering what these 

mystery factors are for determining such a 

list. Well, wonder no more. We’ll look more 

in depth at each city in just a moment, but 

first let’s fill you in on what data we looked 

at while compiling this ranking. 

Cape Coral’s unemployment is high, ranking 

No. 22, and the days on market is a very 

high 62 days. The median income to home 

price ratio is also fairly decent, which all 

adds up to make this an affordable and less 

stressful option for house hunters. 

There’s a whole lot to pick from here, as this 

city scores first in homes for sale per capita. 

Buyers will have lots of options and less 



competition during their search because of 

this. The school rank is also ties for No. 11, 

and the crime is fairly low, which means 

home values will stay high in the long run. 

How We Did It 

To start, we made a list of 100 mid-sized 

cities throughout the U.S., with populations 

ranging from 126,000 to 211,000. From 

there, we collected what we deemed 

important data in six different criteria. These 

criteria were meant to reflect real estate 

fundamentals of supply and demand as well 

quality of life issues that might affect 

property values. We looked at: 

Total Homes for Sale Per Capita 

The housing market with more homes up for 

sale will generally have less competition for 

people in search of a new abode. Basically, 

more houses to go around means a better 

selection and less stress for the buyer. 

Median Days on Market 

When houses are up for sale for months and 

months, home buyers have a better chance 

of getting one they actually want. It also 

doesn’t hurt that if a seller is having trouble 

making a sale, they’ll be more willing to 

haggle and make a deal. 

 

 

Median Income to Median Home Price 

Ratio (Affordability) 

More money doesn’t mean more problems 

here, it just means affordability. In short, if 

you have a lot of money to spend and the 

houses are less expensive wherever you’re 

looking, you’ll be able to get more bang for 

your buck. 

Crime Rate 

Low crime means a higher home value, both 

now and in the long run when residents are 

eventually looking to sell. Besides, buyers 

don’t exactly go running out to find heavy-

crime areas to live in, so it’s important to 

know you’ll be safe in your future home. 

School Quality 

Quality schools also keep prices up and keep 

the value of your home on the rise. Plus, if 

you’re looking to build a family, a good 

nearby school is a major plus. 

Higher Unemployment Rate 

Trust us, it actually does make sense. People 

without jobs aren’t looking to buy homes, so 

those who are well employed and trying to 

purchase a house will have less competition 

in areas with higher unemployment. It may 

be depressing, but it’s true. 

In each of those categories, we ranked the 

cities from 1 to 100, with one being the best. 

We then combined the different rankings for 

each place into one Big Deal Score, with the 

lowest score being the best.



 


