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Pseudophoenix sargentii                          Family: Arecacae 
Buccaneer palm; cherry palm; Sargent’s cherry palm 

Paul Craft 

Dooryard palm in south Florida. 

Buccaneer Palm 
Synonyms (Discarded Names): Pseudophoenix 
saonae 
Origin: South Florida, the Bahamas, Belize, Cuba, 
Dominica, Navassa and the Caribbean coast of 
Mexico 
U.S.D.A. Zone: 10a-12b (28°F Minimum) 
Growth Rate: Slow 
Habit: Solitary; canopy of 8-12 fronds 
Crownshaft: Short, wide 
Leaf: Pinnately compound; stiff 
Leaf Size: 4-9 feet long; leaflets 2 feet long, 
2 inches wide 
Salt Tolerance: High 
Light Requirements: Moderate; high 
Drought Tolerance: High, once established 
Soil: Widely adaptable 
Nutritional Requirements: Low 
Major Potential Pests: None noted 
Typical Dimensions: 10-25 feet tall; canopy 8-12 
feet wide 
Propagation: Seeds 
Human hazards: None 
Uses: Small palm; seascapes; patios; courtyards 

S.H. Brown 
Rings from leaf base scars are visible on trunks of 
young    Buccaneer palms.  Trunks eventually turn 
light to dark gray on older parts. (These trunks have 
been whitewashed.)  Cancun, Mexico 

S.H. Brown 

Infructescence (fruited stems) grow from among the 
leaves, are 3 to 4 feet long, and bearing drupes 1/2 to 3/4 
inch thick. 
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Natural Geographic Distribution  
Buccaneer palm, Pseudophoenix sargentii, is an endangered Florida native, once found in abundance in 
the upper Florida Keys. Wild collecting and development have greatly reduced its numbers. It is also 
native to the Bahamas, Belize, Cuba, Dominica, Navassa and the Yucatan Peninsula. It grows well, 
albeit very slowly, in hot regions with erratic rainfall and limey soils. It is one of the most wind and salt 
tolerant palms, making it suitable for coastal plantings, where it can tolerate the occasional salt water 
inundation.   

Growth Habit, Morphology and Reproduction     
Buccaneer palm produces a slender to moderately stout single trunk, a short crown-shaft, and pinnate 
fronds. The juvenile palm produces fronds in a single plane until the palm grows a trunk, at which time 
the palm forms a radius around the bud. The trunk is often irregularly formed but often wider at the base. 
It has closely spaced conspicuous ring scars and no dead leaf bases on mature specimens. The trunk 
matures from a light to dark gray on the older parts. The short, slightly bulging crown shaft is 1 to 2 feet 
tall, smooth, waxy, and bluish to silvery green on younger palms and  dark yellow green on older speci-
mens. Typically, this palm produces only 1 or 2 new fronds a year. In its juvenile stage, each new frond 
is significantly larger than the previous one. At maturity it has 8 to 12 fronds in the crown that are 4 to 9 
feet long with petiole length of 8 to 20 inches. The fronds are dark yellow green above and silvery 
underneath. The bee-attracting inflorescence is erect and much-branched. It grows from among the 
leaves rather than beneath the shaft, as with most crown-shafted palms. The many small greenish-yellow 
flowers are mostly bisexual or with separate male and female flowers. Flowering occurs year round, 
followed by many green drupes which ripen to a bright red. Each thin flesh fruit holds 1 seed which will 
germinate naturally on the ground beneath the palm. Seeds are easily germinated. Remove the outer pulp 
and let them dry for 5 to 7 days. After which, soak them in water for two days. Soaked seeds are then 
planted no deeper than 1/2 inch. Most will germinate in six to eight weeks.  

Buccaneer palms with early trunk formation. 
Juvenile palms produce fronds in a single plane similar 
to the triangle palm, Dypsis decaryi. 

S.H. Brown S.H. Brown 



  

       
    

 

S.H. Brown S.H. Brown 

Appearance of frond emergence on juvenile palm 
before crownshaft development. Note the silvery 
color.  

Appearance of frond emergence on mature palm after 
crownshaftt development.  Note the dark yellow green 
color.  

S.H. Brown 
Undersides of the pinnate fronds  are a silvery-
green. 

S.H. Brown 

S.H. Brown 
Single and fused fruits, each about 1/2 to 3/4 inch thick, 
are characteristic of the Buccaneer palm.  Fruits are a 
deep red at maturity. 



  

  

 

 

  
 

  
     

 
 

 

Planting and Maintenance Guidelines 
The slow-growing Buccaneer palm will grow in poor soils with erratic moisture, requiring little or no supple-
mental irrigation once established. It is adaptable in well drained soils and is reported not to do well in very 
acidic soils. Transplanted juvenile palms grow about 10 inches a year. It  prefers full sun or some shade, 
making it ideal  for courtyards and around patios; it also grows well  in containers.  Buccaneer palm  tolerates 
not only salt-laden winds but also salt water inundation of its roots. Plant it singly or in group. The dead and 
dying fronds on younger palms hang on tenaciously to the trunk and may need to be pruned away. Older, 
mature palms easily shed their fronds and need no pruning to remove the dead fronds.  

S.H. Brown S.H. Brown 

Before the trunk forms, a young  Buccaneer palm 
produces fronds in a single plane. 

Maturing Buccaneer palm with visible leaf scar rings 
on emerging trunk. 

Emerging trunk of young palm. 
Buccaneer palms have well-defined 
closely spaced leaf scar rings. This 
palm has a white-washed trunk. 

The short crown shaft of the young 
Buccaneer palm is smooth,  waxy 
and bluish to silvery green. 



 
 

   

  

 
 

 
 

  
                  

 
  

  
 

     
 

S.H. Brown 

Mature palms grow 10 to 25 feet tall. This one has a 
white-washed lower trunk.  
Yucatan, Mexico  

S.H. Brown 

References  
Little, Elbert, Woodbury, Roy and Wadsworth, Frank. Trees of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, 1974. USDA, 
Washington, D.C. 

Meerow, Alan. Betrock’s Landscape Palms. 2006. Betrock Information Systems, Inc. Hollywood, Florida   

Riffle, Robert Lee and Craft, Paul,  2003, An Encyclopedia of Cultivated Palms, Timber Press. 

This fact sheet was reviewed by Peggy Cruz, Lee County Extension; Cathy Feser, Collier County Extension; Jenny 
Evans, Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation; Gayle Edwards, Master Gardener; John Sibley, Master Gardener 
and owner of All Native Garden Center, Nursery & Landscapes, Fort Myers; Paul Craft, palm aficionado and 
co-author of ‘An Encyclopedia of Cultivated Palms’ and Bob Peterson, Collier County Transportation.  

The broad frond bases wrap around each other  to 
form a bulging crownshaft. 
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