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Getting around Cape Coral 
is getting easier now that more 
than a dozen state work crews 
are helping the city replace 
street signs wind-whipped by 
Hurricane Charley and other 
storms. 

About 90 percent of nearly 
40,000 street signs were dam
aged, destroyed or just plain 
blown away by the storms, 
according to Public Works 
Director Chuck Pavlos. 

'We're making good 

progress," he said Wednesday 
during a panel discussion with 
Cape Coral Chamber of 
Commerce members at 
Palmetto-Pine Country Club. 
"Hopefully within the next cou
ple of months we can get it 
done." 

Chamber member Buddy 
Pierce said it's ''really hard" to 
fmd things without street signs. 
"If somebody is making deliv
eries in our area, it can be kind 
of tough." 

He said he passed about 
eight streets on Skyline 
Boulevard that had no signs to 

tell him how close he was get
ting to the country club. 

City officials, representa
tives from Sprint and the Lee 
County Electric Cooperative 
and the chief meteorologist 
from FOX television's Cape 
Coral station participated in 
the discussion of lessons 
learned from the storm. 

FOX weatherman Dave 
Roberts said many people in 
Cape Coral think they went 
through a Category 4 stonn, 
but the winds in the city almost 
reached the Category 2 level, 
which begins at 96 mph. 

Bokeelia had the Category 4 
winds, he said. 

'We don't want a Punta 
Gorda to happen here. We 
don't want Bokeelia to happen 
here, but it can if you don't pre
pare," Roberts aid. 

Karen Ryan, spokeswoman 
for the electric cooperative, 
said people must prepare. 

"If you don't have a plan and 
you're not ready, it's going to be 
like a war," she said. 

City Manager Terry Stewart 
praised the city staff for its per
formance under pressure. But 
he said he was disappointed 

that the media room in the 
city's em rgency operations 
center was empty during 
Charley. 

The media's focus was on 
the Lee County Emergency 
Operations Center, he said. 

At the conclusion of the 
membership luncheon, the 
chamber presented Stewart 
with a large plaque in recogni- , 
tion of the city staff's perfor
mance during and after the 
storms. 

Members gave the city offi
cials a standing ovation for 
their work. 
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