
J0-7? Police hang up western hats r new style 

Fred Koe bier with the old ... 

If you've been stopped by a Cape Coral 
police patolmen this past week, you might 
have noticed that he was wearing a different 
kind of hat than he was last week. 

The whole Police Department made a 
major head gear change this week by 
hanging up their felt western style hats and 
going to the military style hat. 

For the most part the Police Department 
is pleased with the change. Even with the 
$12 cost difference (the new hats are 
cheaper than the old ones), the patrolmen 
find the new hats more comfortahle and less 
cumbersome. 

"The western hats were so big and bulky," 
Patrolman Craig Purham said, "you would 
always knock them when getting Into the car 
leaving the hat sitttlng cockeyed on your 
head, and it would make you look really 
sloppy." 

Sgt. Renny Wiersma agreed, but for 
someone who doesn 't like hats at all, 
Wiersma couldn't quite give the new version 
a blue ribbon. 

"I don't like hats period, but If I have to, I 
like this (new one) the best," he said . 

Police Captain Jim Carroll reeled off a list 

of reasons for the change to the new hat -
more comfortable, cheaper, cooler, longer 
life span, and they look smarter In ap
pearance. 

"As a police officer it will command a 
little more respect and authority," he said. 

Carroll said the felt western style hats 
were used for about four years. Before that 
the department used a straw western hat, 
which Carroll said hardly had any life span 
to it at all. Prior to the straw western, an 
eight point hat was used by the Police 
Department. 

Carroll said about 90 to 95 percent of the 
department likes the new hats and the other 
10 percent would gripe at anything. 

"I noticed the first day the new hats were 
used the men were not leaving their hats 
behind in the car seat even when they were 
just checking something out on the car." 

The only complaint heard about the new 
hat was in rain It doesn 't protect the back of 
your neck as much as the old wide rimmed 
ones did. 

"Apparently some haven't learned that a 
good trooper has learned not to be In the 
rain," Carroll said facetiously. ... Donald Mason with the new 


