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The city of Cape Coral employs a police 
sergeant whose duties extend into realms 
usually untouched in older southern 
municipalities. 

He is Fred C. Koelber, community 
relations officer for the city and special 
investigator for City Manager Lee Evett. 
The job was created by city council last fall 
and Koelber has been filling it since 
January. 

"As a deputy sheriff in Lee County four 
years," he says, "I got acquainted with 
some of the more unpleasant facts of life. 
I've investigated murder, grand theft, rape 
and a pretty full range of other crimes. This 
job is a lot less spectacular, but I like to 
think it has equal importance." 

A COMMUNITY relations officer has the 
responsibility of seeking out violations of 
city ordinances and advising the persons 
involved that they must see the error of their 
ways. 

Although he can function as a police 
detective in emergency situations, 
Doelber's primary duty is to follow up 
departmental reports of violations in the 
non-crime category. 

He makes a friendly approach to 
violators. Normally, he advises them to take 
corrective action. In 72 hours he follows up 
each case and makes a formal report to City 
Manager Evett and, often, to Police Chief 
Jim White. 

"THE PARKING of trucks in the 
driveways and on the lawns of private 
homes, " Koelber says, " is one of the 
violations I am concerned about. Many 
newcomers to this area are unaware that 
City Council adopted an ordinance for
bidding this because of its effect on the 
natural beauty of Cape Coral. 

"I tell these new citizens about the 
requirement to place commercial vehicles 
in a garage or completely inside a carport . 
Most people have had no difficulty com
prehending the idea and most take proper 
action immediately." 

Koelber also is greatly concerned with 

Fred Koelher 
construction requirements such as set
backs, height limitations and similar items. 
Enforcement of such ordinances is backed 
by Florida law and a state investigator, Bill 
Butler, keeps in touch with Koelber and 
backs him up when necessary. 

"We also are concerned with overloaded 
trucks," Koelber declares. "They can be 
destructive to street paving. And in this field 
too, the state wants to know about violators 
because they put their business licenses in 
jeopardy." 

AL THOUGH KOELBE R makes no civic 
club or other public appearances, he is in
volved in the impact of the Cape Coral 
Police Department on the general public. He 
functions as an interdepartmental official, 
striving to promote goodwill between the 
police officers and other city employees, as 
well as the man-on-the-street. 

He takes care to pursue all complaints 
relayed to him by his fellow officers and 
gives them a formal notice of the results . 

He is peculiarly well fitted for his complex 
assignment, being a personable individual 
to whom diplomacy comes easily. 

KOELBER was born in Brooklyn, N.Y. In 
1968, at the age of 35, he retired from 
business and moved with his wife, Phyllis 
and their four youngsters to Florida . 

He first became a deputy sheriff in Lee 
County under Snag Thompson and remained 
on the department after the present sheriff , 
Frank Wanicka, took over in 1973, and 
promoted him to corporal. 

His youngsters are Fred W. Koelber , 20: 
Linda, 18; Bruce, 17; and Glenn, 12. 


