
Members of the Cape Coral Police Department,,.9ath~red last week for a group photograph i-, -1~ . 
Cape police started 7 years ago today 

Just as the City of Cape Coral has grown, so 
too has the City of Cape Coral's Police 
Department. 

Today is the anniversary of the formation and 
start of the Police Department. 

"We were functional on Aug. 9, 1971," Cape 
Police Chief James White said. 

Tba t was back in the days when there were not 
m y people yet on the Cape. Correspondingly 
there were not that many police officers then. 

Today, ~ith many more people residing on the 
Cape, the force ha!il grown so that now there are 
51 people employed by the city to work at the 
Police Department . 

"Our total strength of sworn officers is 33," 
the chief said. •~This includes five detectives ." 

The department also has eight dispatchers, 
three records personnel, three secretaries and 
four school guards. 

White said he could not estimate how large the 
force would eventually become but he did say 
that " if the Cape continues to grow as we have in 
the past few years the force has the potential to 
expand to a 100-man force." 

He said there is much more construction on 
the Cape than there is in Fort Myers. "The Cape 
has tremendous potential for expansion and as 
we expand we should get bigger then ,the Fort 

Myers force.' ' The chief estimated the Fort 
Myers Police force as 1round 70 men. 

White said one area where the Cape is a leader 
in the communicationi field . He described the 
communications equi~ ent as very modern. 

"Each man has a ws<>nnel communications 
device that he carriei with him at all times," 
White said. "This is different from the Fort 
Myers Police Deprtment and Sheriff 's 
Department where if he men leave their cars 
they leave their abity to send or receive 
messages." 

The chief also expla1ed the satellite repeater 
system, which enable walkie-talkie signals to 
reach the home base. 

"This is a system wtre special amplifiers are 
placed throu ghout the ty to help pick up signals 
and either send the11 to the men or to the 
station,1' White said. 't acts like a satellite in 
that signals are bounCE back and forth." 

The chief said othemajor investments have 
been in patrol cars. \'he Police Department 
uses nine patrol cars, te investigative cars and 
two administrative ca; for a total of 16 police 
cars," he said. 

All of these men ancars enables the Police 
Deparknent to offer m;y services to the public. 

Among them are ooration Identification, 

which is a program where all valuables are 
marked with the owner's driver license, and the 
vacation house check program. 

"This program has been very helpful in 
controling crime," White said. "We will send an 
officer to physically check a home for as long as 
the homeowner says he will be gone.'' 

The chief added that people should take 
advantage of the program even if they are j~t 
going away for the weekend. 

The veteran law enforcer said that officers 
regularly give talks to civic associations on 
crime prevention. 

"We also sponsor bicycle safety programs and 
· go to the elementary schools to talk with the 
youngsters," he said. 

White sees a problem with the increasing 
amount of vandalism and can't understand why 
it happens. 

"There is a tremendous amount of destruction 
of personal property and mailboxes," White 
said. "I can see no reason for it." 

White said he was with the Fort Myers Police 
Department for 10 years before he became the 
head of the fledgling Cape force. 

"I was the fourth employee of the city a· 
helped to get the force going," the chief said /" 




