
Cape Coral 
10th birthday comes 

with little fanfare 
f By DON RUANE 

Cape Coral Bureau Chief 

CAPE CORAL - Ten years ago tomorrow resi
dents of Cape Coral used 20 voting machines to change 
the course of their history by voting to incorporate as a 
city. 

"We are starting from scratch here in Cape Cor
al. We have an opportunity to do a real job of build
ing," Paul Fickenger said when he accepted the job as 
the city's first mayor on Dec. 3, 1970. 

Cape <_::oral actually had n linice but to build. 
The area soon became th fast 'ng city , hin 
the fastest-growing r g 1 n 111 the 110n. P pulation 
zoomed from aroun 10,000 in 1970 to 31,000 today, 
according to a prehmmary U.S. Bureau of Census 
report. 

Although the city is completing its first decade, 
the milestone is passing with little fanfare. The city 
council is meeting at 7 p.m. Monday to attend to its 
regular business. 

Development in Cape Coral began in November 
1957. The first family did not move in for another 
seven months. As the area was developed by the GAC 
Corporation, which became GAC Properties Inc. in 
1969, Cape Coral lots were sold throughout the nation. 

Customers were attracted by the climate, water, 
clean living and prospects of quiet retirement. Howev
er, the retirement population is changing as the city 
grows older and is hit by inflation and rising costs. 

Even the residential nature of the city is chang
ing. 

"We have to realize we can't be a totally residen
tial community and survive," Councilman Tony Proc
tor said. Cape Coral was once primarily a city of 
homes and churches, but it now has to adapt to com
mercial and industrial development, he said. Other-
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wise, homeowners could be truced to death, he said. 
Cape Coral's firs t budget was $721,300 and the 

millage used to compu truces was 0.8.1. One mill equ
als $1 in true for every $1,000 of taxable property. 
Today, a proposed bud et of $7,283,320 is before coun
cil. The current millag of 2.815 is expected to rise to 
cover the proposed b dget, but no figure has been 
reached. 

"Councils will haive to be finely atuned to the 
wishes of the people of Cape Coral," Councilman Mur
ray Zwerdling said. 

Residents are acr e to the point their participa
tion sets them off from other cities. "Everybody is 
really interested in pe Coral. They have pride," 
Zwerdling said. 

The attitude of cape Coral residents, while sin-

cere and deep, might have hurt the city's relationships 
with other governments in Lee County. 

"People in Cape _;oral have very deep feelings 
and tt worked to their disadvantage," said John Lan
gan, who was an opponent of Lhe incorporation effort 
because of the way supporters argued their case. 

Incorporation ki I d the desire to improve the rest 
of the county, Langa ·aid . Cape Coral's intere t in its 
own needs, for example, hurt its chances for a mid-
point bridge, he said. · 

A strong sense of independence seems to have 
marked Cape Coral through the past lO years. Self
government is a con tant cry. 
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Casey Ja lonsk1, one of the ori i- our own county," he said. 
nal councilmen , suggested cha ng- Other signs of Cape Coral's re-
ing the city to a county in 1971. fus al to be controlled by anot 1er 
Mayor Lyman Moore is still irive - government emerged during he 
tigating the poss ibil ity. Zwerd ling past two years. The city appe ed · 
also recogn izes the move . " If the and had overturned a federal Fl od 
county govern ment contin ues to ig- Insurance Admi ni s tration mand.::ite 
nore Cape Coral and the dis tric t it regard ing the fi rst-floor he11ht 
is in . eventually the city counci l. above sea level for new buildings, 
with direction from the people . will reJected a Depart ment of Hous ng 
wind up cont inuing to say we want ~jnd Urban Development grant of 
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$92 ,000 because of attac hed condi
tions and went to bat for cana lf ront 
homeowners and the seawall con
struction industry agains t the U.S. 
Army Corp of Engi neer s on permit 
regulations. 

Cape Coral 's future will depend 
on getti ng the best leadership pos
sible. The job of be in g a council
man is mov.ing quickly from a part
time to a full-ti me position and the 

salary must change as well , ac
cording to those currently on the 
council. 

Some leaders will come from 
younger genera t ions now movi ng 
into or growi ng up in Cape Coral, 
said Coun il man Gene Whatley. 
Jobs to at rac t more potential lead
ers must be developed a long with 
recrea ional and other opportun i
ties for them and thei r families. 




